G. C. RUECKERT.

JEWELRY TRAY.
APPLIOATION FILED DEC. 14, 1909,

962,981,

Patented June 28, 1910,

WiTNESSES INVENTO= .
JVIITNESSES.

Q% Byt O Proier
gm%q%%w%%?%%‘ A@éi;RﬂZm&ma

CATTORNEY.
L TURNEY.




10

1 a sample case.

25

30

35

40

49

o0

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE C. RUECKERT, OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND,

JEWELRY-TRAY.

962,981.

Specification of Letters Patent. ~ Patented June 28, 1910.
Application filed December 14, 1909, |

Serial No. 533,032.

Lo all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, Georee C. RUECKERT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Providence, 1n the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Jew-
elry-Trays, of which the following isa speci-
fication.

My invention relates to that type of trays
employed for the transportation and display
of cards upon which articles of jewelry are
mounted. This type of tray is coverless,
shallow, and 1n use rest one upon the other
Transverse partitions
with various interspacing are fixed by glue
or otherwise at their ends to the walls of the
tray. The variety of interspacing is occa-
sioned by the varying widths of the mount-
ing cards to be temporarily placed between
the partitions.

The essential objects of my invention are to
provide a means to prevent the mounting
cards from falling out of the tray when the
same 18 tipped; to accommodate the tray to
the use of cards of any dimensions; and to
attain these objects 1n a stmple, strong, and
1nexpensive structure. _

To the above ends my 1nvention consists
in the novel construction, combination, and
arrangement of parts heremmafter described,
and embodied 1n the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings which
form a part of this specification, Figure 1
1s a perspective view of my novel tray, Fig.

2, a section on line z # of Fig. 1, Fig. 3, a

perspective view of a portion of a cross bar,
Fig. 4, a section similar to that of Fig. 2 of
a modification.

Lake reference characters indicate Ilike
parts throughout the views.

My novel tray comprises a preferably ob-
long rectangular frame comprising side bars
or walls 8 and end walls or bars 9, in this 1n-
stance of wood covered with a fabric 10, and
strengthened at the wall intersections by
thin plates 11 riveted to the bottom surfaces
of the intersecting walls. Fixed by glue or
otherwise to the bottom of the walls 8 and 9
1s a floor 12 preferably of a soft fabric. A
fabric is preferred not only because of its
non abrasive effects and lightness, but be-
cause of 1ts slhightly yielding or flexible
qualities. FKixed to the bottom faces of the
side walls 8 by glue or otherwise are thin
guide strips 13. These are interspaced some-

' what from the floor 12. These strips may be

of metal, in which case they are, as shown
1in Fig. 7, preferably fixed by pins 15 pass-
ing through a flanged portion 16 of the strip,

' to the side faces of the walls 8.

A plurality of cross bars 18 are arranged
transversely of the frame, and each in detail
comprises a flat base portion 19 and a cen-
tral longitudinally disposed rib portion 20.
T'his rib portion is at both ends undercut to
form horizontal inwardly extending slots 21
in which register the strips 18. '

In use the bars 18 may be slid longitudi-
nally of the frame upon the strips 13 to ac-
commodate any width of mounting card, or
1t desired, the bar may be entirely removed
by 1nclining the opposite ends of the bar in
opposite directions until the strips 13 are no
longer 1n the slots 21. When the bars are
arranged 1n approximately the desired posi-
tions, the margins of the mounting cards
may be inserted beneath the strips 18 with
their slide edges resting upon the upper
faces of the base portions 19 of the adjacent
bars and against the ribs 20 where they rest
1n irictional engagement. The upper and
lower faces of the trays may be reversed

without danger of the bars and the engaged

cards falling out.
What I claim is,—

1. In a tray of the type set forth, the com-
bination with a frame having a flexible floor
secured to the side and ends of the frame, of
flexible guide strips upon the frame above
the floor and projecting inwardly over said
floor, and cross bars independent of and dis-
connected from said floor and having verti-
cal longitudinally extending ribs cut away
upon their ends leaving slots into which be-
tween the outer faces of the cross bars and
the under faces of the cut-away portions of
the ribs said guide strips engage and inter-
lock, the horizontal portions of said cross
pars forming supports for the edges of cards
and the ribs serving to separate adjacent
cards. _

2. As an 1mproved article of manufacture,
a tray comprising a rectangular frame hav-
g side and end walls, a floor of fabric se-
cured to the bottom of the side and end

walls, thin guide strips secured to the bot-
tom faces of said side walls above and sep-
arated from the floor within the frame, and

a plurality of cross bars disconnected from

| and independent of the floor and having
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ribs, the end portions of said ribs being cut-
AW ay upon their under faces leaving spaces
tor the reception of the mmwardly extending
portions of said guide strips, the horizontal
portions of sald cross bars formmg supports
for the edges of cards and the ribs serving to
separate adjacent cards.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE C. RUECKERT.

Witnesses:
Horatio K. Brrrows,
WarTer Louis Frosrt.
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