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Lo all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Frank J. KRISTOFEK,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Coshocton, in the county of Coshocton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Easels or the
Like, of which the following is a specifica-
tiom.

1This invention relates to improvements in
easels adapted for use in connection with
advertising cards, photographs, pictures or
other devices.

The principal objects of the present in-
vention are to provide an easel of extremely
cheap and simple construction, the support-
ing member of which can be locked rigidly

in its open position by a brace or the like;

the supporting member and brace are so
constructed that when the easel is closed
both of these parts tend to remain close up
against the back of the picture or the like,
so that neither is liable to be torn or marred
by rough usage; the parts are preferably
constructed from one piece of material, such
as card board, and are easily applied to the
part which it is intended to support.

In the drawing, wherein I have illus-
trated an embodiment of my invention,—
Figure 1 is a rear view of the easel with the
supporting member closed. Fig. 2 is a sec-
tion on the line 2—2 in Fig. 1 showing the
easel open. Kig. 3 is a rear view of Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawings let A indicate
a card, photograph, picture or other device
which 1t is intended to support, or a frame
which acts as a carrier for such a device.
For clearness the part A will be hereinafter
referred to as the * frame.”

The supporting member for the frame A,
and the brace member for the support are
formed preferably of a single pieceé of ma-
terial such as card board. In the drawing
the supporting member is indicated by the
letter B and the brace member by the letter
C. In constructing these two members, a
plece of card board or other material of ap-
propriate general shape is cut to form the
outline of the brace member C.

The supporting member B is scored or
bent preferably along a line D, and the part
above such line is united to the frame A by
glue or in any other suitable manner. The
brace C is also bent or scored along the line
K, and its lower portion F is glued or other-

| wise connected with the

) B and C is important.

lower part of the
frame A.

The relative conformation of the parts
The upper or free
end of the brace C is provided with notches
G G formed between projections L L and
M M, while the lower part of the member B
1s formed with shoulders H H. Preferably
also the member B is formed with recesses
or notches J J, which so enlarge the effective
width of the aperture K, formed by the cut-
ting out of the brace C, that the projections
Li L of the brace can be passed through the
aperture I so that the edges of the support
B bounding the aperture can enter the
notches G G.

In adjusting the easel for use, the support
1s raised from its folded position, and the
end of the brace adjusted so that its projec-
tions L L pass through the notches J J, and
the edges of the support enter the notches

G G, whereupon the end of the brace is

pressed downwardly until it abuts against
the shoulders I H, as shown in Fig. 3. In
this
and rigidly held in the position of Fig. 2,
o that 1t cannot be collapsed, except by
moving the end of the brace upwardly 1n a
manner which is the reverse of that just de-
scribed. Accidental folding of the support
15 prevented, while at the same time the
pﬁrts may be very easily folded intention-
ally.

My present invention provides a construc-

"tion of easel in which the disadvantages of

those heretofore in use are avoided. The
device when in its unfolded or operative
position 1s securely locked against accldental
displacement from any cause. It will be
observed that the aperture K is closed at
its bottom; that is to say, the member B
does not comprise two individual legs. This
securely holds the edges of the aperture in
the same plane so that neither edge can
work out of the notches G G. TFurthermore,
the construction provided prevents the slip-
ping out of the end of the brace through the
bottom of the support. When the device is
tolded there is sufficient friction between the
support and brace to hold both of said
members closely alongside of the frame

. without either of said parts projecting so

as to ncur any liability of their being torn

| off. The support and brace constitute a
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single thickness of material, so that the
thickness of the easel is reduced to the mini-
mum which is a very desirable feature for
packing purposes.

While T have shown in detail one form of
my invention, I do not wish to be limited
thereto as various changes may be made
therein within the scope of the appended
claims without departing from the mven-
tiom.

What I claim 1s:—

1. An easel or the like having a frame, a
support and a brace, the support being im-
perforate at its upper and lower ends and
having an opening between such ends, and
being fastened to said frame at its top, and
said brace being fastened at its bottom to
said frame, and having its body portion
extending upwardly, and said brace being
of substantially the same contour as the
opening in said support and being adapted
to fill said opening when the parts are in
closed f
said brace tends to keep said support closed
and said support tends to keep said brace
closed, and said support having near its
lower end a part adapted to be engaged by
said brace, and said brace having near its
upper end an interengaging part substan-
tially as set forth.

2. An easel or the like having a frame, a

position. whereby in such position |
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support and a brace, the support being 1m-
perforate at its upper and lower ends and
having an opening between such ends, and
being fastened to said frame at its top, and
said brace being fastened at 1ts bottom to
said frame, and having its body portion ex-
tending upwardly, and said brace being oi
substantially the same contour as the open-
ing in said support and being adapted to fill
said opening when the parts are i closed
position, whereby in such position said brace
tends to keep said support closed and said
support tends to keep said brace closed, and
said support having near its lower end a
part adapted to be engaged by said brace,
said part lying at the lower end of said
opening so that said opening is above said
part, and said brace having projections
L. . M M and intermediate notches G, said
projections I, L being adapted to pass
through said enlarged part of said opening
in said support so that said notches G re-
ceive the edges of said support below said
enlarged portions.

In witness whereof, I have hercunto
sioned my name in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

FRANK J. KRISTOFEK.

Witnesses:

Franx Ii. POoMERENE,
Lora SMITH.
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