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1o all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Gus ReppiswH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at 4419
Alcott street, in the city and county of Denver
and State of Colorado, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Automatic
Weight-Hangers; and I do declare the fol.
lowing to be a tull, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the mvention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to the figures of reference marked there.
on, which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to Improvements in
weight hangers, my object being to provide
a device adapted to be mounted upon the
body of a vehicle in such a manner that it
will automatically engage the strap, chain,
or other flexible device connected with a

hitching weight, and support the weight.

above the ground when not in use.

My improved device is also so constructed
that the driver may quickly release the
weight by pressing with his foot upon one
extremuty of the device, the latter being
pivotally mounted or fulerumed upon a
suitable support for the purpose.

Having briefly outlined my device, as well
as the function it is intended to perform, I
will proceed to describe the same in detail,
reference being made to the accompanying
drawing in which is illustrated an embodi.
ment thereof.

In this drawing, Figure 1 is a iragmen-
tary side elevation of a vehicle equipped
with my improved device. Iig. 2 is a side
elevation of the device shown in detail. Fig.
3 1s a top plan view of the same. Fig. 4 1s
a central section taken through the device
ancd the bottom of the vehicle body upon
which it is supported. Fig. 5 is a detail
view of the device shown in the welght
hanging position, and in connection with a
chain, which is broken away both above and
below the device.

The same reference characters indicate
the same parts in all the views.

Let the numeral 5 designate a casing, hav-
Ing opposite side walls 6; a rear end wall
(, and a bottom 8, having an opening 9 at
1ts rear extremity through which the strap
10, or other flexible device connected with the
welght 12, is adapted to pass when the de-
vice 1s in use. This casing is secnred to the

bottom 13 of the vehicle body by means of
suttable fastening devices as screws 14. As
shown in the drawing, the threaded extrem.
ities of these screws protrude below the bot.
tom 13, and fastening nuts 15 are applied
thereto. The bottom of the casing extends
beyond the side walls 6, as shown at 16, and
torms a stop for the forward extremity of
the pivoted locking dog 17. This locking
device occupies a position between the side
walls 6 of the casing, and is pivotally sup-
ported upon a bolt 18 passed through regis-
tering openings formed in the side walls 6
and the locking dog. The portion 19 of the
cog located in the rear of the bolt is consider-
ably greater in mass than the portion 20
forward of the bolt, whereby the part 19
readily returns to its lowest position when
1t has been raised for the purpose of releas-
Ing the strap or other flexible device con-
nected with the weight. As shown in the
drawing, the bottom 8 of the casing Is pro-
vided at its rear extremity adjacent the
opening 9 with an upwardly projecting lug
or rib 24, which forms a support for the part
19 of the locking dog when the latter is in
the locking position.

The locking dog is so shaped that when its
rear portion 1s lowermost, its forward ex-
tremity 20 projects upwardly at a consider-
able angle, whereby it is readily accessible to
the driver, who uses his foot to press thereon
when he desires to raise the rear extremity
of the dog sufficiently to disengage it from
the strap and allow the weight to drop.

In applying the locking device to a ve-
hicle, it should be attached to the front POr-
tion of the bottom thereof, whereby it is
readily accessible to the driver. Ti 1s, of
course, necessary to form an opening 21 in
the bottom of the vehicle body to register
with the opening 9 in the bottom of the cas-
g of the device, to make room for the pas-
sage of the strap 10 or other flexible device
employed In connection with the weight.
In Fig. 5 a chain 22 is illustrated. When a
strap 1s employed in connection with the
weight, it should be provided with an en-
largement 23 at a proper point, so that when
this enlargement engages the locking dog
trom above, the weight 12 will swing free
from the ground. Tt is evident that this
knot or enlargement 23 may be so located as
to support the weight at any desired distance
trom the ground below the bottom of the ve-
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hicle body. The enlargement 23 may be
formed upon the strap in any suitable man-
ser. If a chain is employed, there 1s no ne-
cessity for any special attachment thereto,
since its links will perform the required
function. '

Assuming that the device is in the position
illustrated in Fig. 1, if it is desired to re-
lease the weight, the driver presses with his
foot upon the forward extremity 20 of the
locking dog, whereby the latter is thrown to
the dotted line position in Fig. 4. In this
event, its rear extremity is raised sufficiently
to allow the knot or enlargement 23 to pass
downwardly through the registering open-
ings 9 and 21, in which event the weloht 12
comes in contact with the ground cor other
surface where the vehicle is located. Again,
when it is desired to release the horse, the
driver grasps the strap 10, or other lexible
device, and pulls upwardly thereon until the
enlargement 23 passes above the rear ex-
tremity of the locking dog. The strap 1S
then released, when its enlargement will be
prevented from passing downwardly beyond
the rear portion of the dog, as will be readily
understood.

The forward extension 16 of the casing
bottom, forms a stop to limit the downward
movement of the forward extremity 20 of
the locking dog, whereby the portion 1% of
the dog located in the reaxr of the pivot never

passes beyond a location from which 1t will \

quickly and automatically return to the lock-
ing position, as soon as the pressure or force
applied by the foot of the driver to its for-
ward extremity ceases to act. It is evident

062,721

' that if there was nothing to limit the down-

ward movement of the forward extremity
20 of the dog, its portion 19, normally
located in the rear of the pivot, might be
thrown so far over toward the front that 1t
could not return automatically to the locking
position.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s: _

An automatic weight hanger, comprising
a casine, composed of a bottom and up-
wardly extending parallel separated side
parts and a rear end part, the said casing hav-
ing an opening in 1its bottom adjacent the
rear end, a locking device pivotally mounted
between the side walls of the casing and hav-
ing its portion in the rear of the pivot of
oreater mass than its portion forward of the
pivot, its extreme rear portion occuUpying a
position to partly close the opening in the
bottom of the casing, the bottom of the cas-
ing adjacent said opening having an up-
wardly projecting rib, upon which the rear
part of the locking device rests, Jeaving a
space between the locking device and the
bottom of the casing forward of the rib, the
forward extremity of the bottomn of the cas-
ing extending beyond the side walls thereof
and forming a stop to limit the movement of
the locking device, when its forward extremn-
ity is depressed to release the weight.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GUS REDDISH.

Witnesses:
A. J. O’Brien,
A. EsrertT O’'Brien.
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