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1o all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Crarres P. S1. J OHN,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Washboards,
which the following is a tull, clear, and ex-
act description. | '

My invention relates to washboards to be
used 1n connection with laundry tubs, and its
object is to provide a board that js cheap to
manufacture and which is so strong and du-
rable in its construction that it will not
readily wear out or become broken.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character that 1S Te-
versible and can be used on either side for
the purpose of rubbing the wash and at the
same time is adjustable for different depths
and styles of tubs without materially in-
creasing the expense of making the same or
adding to the weight of the same.

Still another object is to provide a wash-
board having its frictional surfaces COM1-
posed of a plurality of rollers fitted close to-
gether and of such construction that the
suds, water, etc., will be drained off back of
the same.

All of these objects I accomplish by the
means hereinafter fully described and as
more particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims. -

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a front ele-
vation of a washboard constructed in gae-
cordance with the provisions of my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a vetrical edge view of the
same.  Ifig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal sec-
tional view taken on dotted line 3—3, Fig. 1,
looking in the direction indicated by the
arrows. Fig. 4 is a fragmental view in sec-
tion, and drawn to an enlarged scale, show-
ing in detail the manner of journaling the
ends of the rollers.

Referring to the drawings, A, A, repre-
sent respectively the two vertical side-rails
of the frame of the washboard, and B, B’,
are top and bottom rails respectively con-
necting said side rails, all of which are pref-
erably constructed of wood. The upper
portions of the side rails A, A, are each pro-
vided with a shallow longitudinal groove «
on their inner faces into which is fitted a
suitable rectangular - shaped dividing plate.
Below this plate 0, and preferably with its
upright portion in alinement therewith, is a

side thereof that

 soap-tray of an inverted T-shape in cross

section, the ends of the cross-piece of which
are extended to form journals ¢, ¢, that fit
into bearings cut in the inner faces of the
side rails of the frame. This soap-tray C 1s
adapted to be moved in such manner as to
project out beyond the plane of one side or
the other of the washboard according to the
1s being used, substantially
In the manner shown in Fig. 3 of the drav.
1ngs.

Arranged across the width of the board
and 1 a plane in alinement with each other
and perpendicular to the sides of the frame
18 & plurality of spirally corrugated rollers
D. The spirals of these rollers are prefer-
ably arranged so that they alternate,—that
18, the spiral of every second roller turns in
the same direction and the spiral of the in-
termediate rollers turns in the opposite di-
rection. The ends of these rollers are
rounded to form journals ¢ that operate in
bearings ¢ cut into suitable supporting strips
It that are secured in any suitable manner
to the inner face of the central portion of
the side rails A, A. These rollers are pret-
erably placed close enough together so that
there 1sbut a very slight space between them
thereby preventing the articles being washed
from being caught between the same and at
the same time compelling the suds and water
to drain therefrom through the spaces De-
tween the threads of the corrugations on
the rollers. I prefer to cut a sheht recess e’
under the end edge of this strip E so that the
salme can rest upon the lower cross rail B’
which thus assists in supporting said strip
and relieving the strain upon the other fas-
tening means used in attaching the strips to
the framework of the washboard.

The means for lengthening and adjusting
the relative position of the washboard con.
sists preferably of reversible feet G, G,
mounted on the ends of a rod F that ex-
tends across the width of the board and out
through openings made in the lower ends
of side rails A. These feet are preferably
secured to said rod at a point about two-
thirds of their length so that one reach
thereof will be about twice as long as the
other. Suitable shallow recesses Js ¢, are
formed in the inner surface of these feet at
points equidistant from the rod I', and ex-

tending to the edge of the foot. In order

| to limit the movement of the feet the ends
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of the lower rail B’ of the frame are extended
through the side rails A, A, as shown, pref-
erably in alinement with the arc -described
by said recesses, and this extension is adapt-
ed to engage one or the other of the said

recesses ag the case may be when the feet are

roversed. To further assist in limiting the
movement. of these auxiliary legs -suitable
stops H, H, of substantially T-shape 1n cross
. gection, are secured to the rod ' near the
ends thereof so that the projecting portions
~ of said stops will be so arranged that one or

. the other will contact with the lower rail B |

' at the same time the extensions are seated in
the recesses ¢ of the feet.

“What I claim as new 1s—

1. A washboard comprising a frame con-
sisting of side-rails and top and Dbottom
rails connecting the same, the latter having
. extensions that pass through said side-rails,
a rod passing through said frame below the
bottom rail, -and reversible legs secured on

extended ends of said rod and having re-

062,508

cesses in the edges thereof that are adapted
to seat the extensions of the bottom rail

when said legs are reversed.

9. A washboard comprising a irame con-
sisting of side-rails and top and bottom

rails connecting the same, the latter having
extensions that pass through said side-rails

‘a-rod passing through said frame below the
bottom rail, reversible legs secured on ex-

tended ends of sald rod and having recesses
in the edges thereof that are adapted to seat

the extensions of the bottom rail:when said

Jegs are reversed, and substantially = T-
shaped stops mounted on. said rod between
the sides of the frame and engaging. the
bottom rail. :
‘In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal, this 29th day.of August,
A. D., 1907. -
CHARLES. P. ST. JOHN. [1.s.]
‘Witnesses: '
E. K. Lunpy,
Frank D. THOMASON.
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