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'To asfl?tuhem ztmwycomem PR
" Be itknown that I,James J; FITZ&IMMONS,.
- 3 citizenof the United States, and a resi-
" dent .of the city of Chicago,in the county of .|
ook and S,tate -of. Illmms have invented
~certain’ new -and useful

UNITE D

STATES PATENT @FFECE

JAMES I :erfrzsrrrmons or GHIOAGO ILLINOIS

BASE—BALL-GA'ME DEVICE

| R Speeiﬂcatmn of Letters Petent
Appllce.tmn ﬁled Mey 17 1909 Serlal Ne 496, 633

Base—Baﬂ-'Game Dewce 0

- -ldwmg, when ‘taken in conneetmn with the

10

.15

30

* drawings, accompanying and forming a part
hereof, is-a. full and, camplete. description,

suﬁiment to enable those skilled in the art

~ “to’ which ‘it pértains ‘to understand mak’e, |
and use-the same. " -

“The invention relates to a device whereby
i ‘game, entltled base ball, may be played. ..

‘The object of this’ 1nvent10n 18 to obteln'
- a device by means of which a game may be |
’ played in 1mitation of the game of basé ball.

A further object of the invention is to ob-

~simple, not liable to get-out of drder €co-

Inemmally thade and of sightly appearance..

25' "

30
~'_1ng elements in“the device by broken lines.

- 38

‘A further 'object of the invention.is to ob- |
tain a devicé whereof some of the mechan-.
~ism is adjustable, so-that a variation in-the
results of the play may be secured. . .-

"In the drawings referred to Flgu

a top plan view of a device’ embodying the

invention, - showmg certain' runways form- |
‘bearings d, d, betweer ﬂéors a, o,

is, prowded w1th crank D”*. 4t one ‘end, and
at the other end thereof :

90

15 a vertical sectional view of a por-

g. 2
‘ tmn of the device, showing the figures repre-
senting the- pltcher and the batter of the
device, and  the mechanism actuating the
same. ' Fi 1g. 3isa horizontal section, on line |-
2, v1ewed in -the dlrectlon indi- |
4 is a ‘front. ele--|

3-—3 of IN1g.
cated by the ATTOW. Fig..

- “vation of the figure representmg the pitcher,

. 40

in the position illustrated in Fig. 2, with the

front. of the upper portion of said fisure

. removed to expose mechanism . therem to

. 45

. ing the batter, 1n the positién in which: sald-";;
,ﬁ re is shown in Fig. 2, showing a portion |

the base and main- shaft of the device.
6 is a side.elevation of the upper por- |
tion of the figure représenting the pitcher
‘of -the device, ‘with the movable pltchmo'

- 50

55

view, and showing a portion of the base and |
‘main. actuating shaft of the device. Fig. 5
is a front elevation of the figure represent--

F1g

arm of the ﬁgure in substantially the ‘posi-

‘tion said arm moves ta at the instant the ball
demﬁned to be thrown thereby leeves the

pitcher’s hand.

-.-Jprov,rded with two floors, a, a”.

fpmvements in:a | figures-of the device are mounted on: floor.

which the fol--

"_111 ﬂeor a

tain ‘4 device Whereof the. mechanism re-| players- in ‘the.

d to ‘effect the r lts sought will be |
qulre 0 elec © Ieswls sought w that a ball - fe]lmg though any -one thereof

| | tures is determiried by
re' 1 is.

with crank: a’,

. the release of latch L;
| .scr1bed) by end 4 of trank 4’

A reference letter applred to de$1gnate a

A is the baserof the dewce'

Patented J une 21 1910

- ' given . part 18 used to- mdlca,te sald part.
| throughout the several ﬁgures of the draw-_ ,
| mgs, wherever the sanie appears, S
Bage' A 1s' 60
“‘The sevelel-' S

The only ficures-shown in-the. drawmgs are,
those intended to represent the pitcher and.. -

the batter and » apertures,. (hereinafter de—'—.lfﬁﬁ ‘

‘scribed) are shown .in place of figures to.
| show -the rememmg pleyers neeessary te:_i'-_‘f'-l -

make nine.

Between floors: a, @& a number Qf runways-:'f"_

: -a,re provided by mee,ns of partltlons, B, B

). 70
*'I‘Bpresent (by broken 111168) pertrtmns to_ -
‘obtain the reqiired number of Tunways.. .

-1, 9, 8; 4 5, 6,7, 8, 9. and 10 aré e,pertmes,ﬁl.': |

Apertures 2 t0 10, both “1ncluswe,i.--

are’ posrtlened substentlally thesamie " ag

75
game 0f ‘base: ball are-posi-

tioned, and. smd apertures -are- errenged SO

1S dehvered ‘into ‘a-runway-and rolls in said .

| runway- to‘a poeket - (CY, at the delivery end
of sard runway-

“the number. placed

80
. ‘The count or score made*'-._
by. a ball falling. through one of said aper-

adjacént.to the pooket mto whlch the: ball; i

i 18 delwered

85

D is a shaft rotatabl meunted in ]ournal'-

When the" game 18- played w1th this. device

. Shaft D.

the shaft D is rotated by means 0f crank D’ .

E is a disk.
€ 1s a. pro]ectlon on dlsk E

bv set “screw ‘K to release:crank ¢ (herein-
after described), at a

. Disk E is adjusted on shaft D and securedj- N

99

oiven time relative to
(also hereinafter de-

G-is a figure representing a pltcher- end_‘.-

said figure is designed to throw or pitch ball
X at a determmed tlme rihen shftft Dis
H H’ are the alme of ﬁgure G Arme
"I-I H’ ‘are made of wire bent into shape to
'obtam horizontal part- A and crank I. The

arms are swung. by the turning of p-'z.rt R

-_ 111 the bearings thereof in said figure.: .

100

105

J are spring fingers-at the end of arm H:

pitched or thrown

\Flngers J are arranged to hold ball X. The
“ball ' X is designed: to be

110
| from the fingers J at the time said’ fingers .

(e’nd arm H) e:re stopped by - the- crank |




- -
. -
. [
Q ‘
. L
[ ]

T

_ as said fingers and arm are moved by the

resilience of spiing

K. -
To effect the movement of arm H at the

determined time reldtive to a correspondmg
‘movement of Fig.

P, one end of

is attached to crank I and the other end to

10

.crarik d’, and the latch L is arranged to hold

said arm stationary. until, by the revolution.
of crank d’, the spring K ; 1s-at its. greatest
tension, a_nd to then lelease said -arm, per-
mitting the spring to move the same. Latch

) L is pivotally mounted at 7 in bearings M.

15

on posts m, 7, and end ¥ of said: lateh is

arranged 1o ‘engage with abutment N,"(said-

abutment.is positioned on part 4 of the Ar'mS

. H, H’
R posrtmn illustrated in IMigs.

): when said arms H H" are 1n the
a,nd 4 of the

~drawings. -The end L’ of Jatch L is arranged

20

so-that the shaft D may be turned to move the-

- latch by énd d’” of crank &’ coming in contact

95

therewith, and. said movement of the latch
moves end I’ thereof out of engagement with

| <the sbutment N. The release of the latch L

from abutment. N -is' effected at about. the
‘time the.shaft-D has been turned one half

- ‘around, from: the p051t1011 thereof 1,1111%1’&1:6(1
- in Figs. 2 and;4, and at said time spring K

- 18 ab 1its nreatest tension by;reason of the
- 30

lower end thereof being.drawn down by
crank @’. When the shaft D has been turned

:one half around from the position thereof

illustrated in Figs. 2.and 4 and the latch L

- - has been released from abutment N, the

35

arms -k, H’, are sudden_ly forced - by the
Spring’ into the position illustrated in Fig.

6, and the (ontmuec'L rota,tlon of said shaft,

back to its initial position moves the lower

end of the spring K upward, closing the

spring and returning the arms to their initial

position. Spring O, (Fig. 2), is provided

‘to return latch I, to its iitial position and
vieldingly hold it 1n engagement with the

abutiment N, and as the arms H, H’, are
veturned. to their initial pOSIthILﬂ (as -above
described; said latch L will -automatically

-engage wﬁh said abutment N and maintain -
said arms in their initial position until the

- latech, L 1s again moved by fmd d’’ of

55

~an adjustment of the waist and the

30

cran.. d’.

P is a figure rep*esentmg a batter and 1S

- IdI‘IaHOEd so that the ball X comes In con-
tact, or near thereto, with bat é

as sald ball
is thrown or p1t{,hed by figure . To obtain
movement of the figure P and bat » at a de-
termined  time. relatwe to the throwmg or
pitching of ball X, and also to provide fox
parts

mounted thereon relative to the part of the |
figure below the waist, the about to ba de-

'~ scribed mechanisms are provided.

Q is 2 vertical ere arranged to turn in
1ts bearings 1n floor-¢’, and provided with

“the crank ¢ at the lower end thereot.

6o

- R.1s a table atta,ched to the upper end of L

spring K |

ball:

o ",961,85‘1 o

18 tumed
S is sprmg whmh is attached to ﬂoor o

upper end.
Table R is pmwded with ap ertures R"

Spring arm R’/ 18 at-

(See Fig. 3.). ~Said figu
waist and the portion Of the figure above

commg in contact with the top of posts 7 ) wire Q t(} tum Wlth sald ere, as smd ere o

.__at 1ts lower end &nd to the table R at 1‘ts_
70
-and 7 is a table resting on table R and held |

‘in @ determined p051t1011 to table R

arm. R’ having pin 7/ ﬁttmg into any one

“of the apertures R”.
- tached to.the table R by the, rivet or bolt r
re is divided. at the |

DY Spring -

;15

said waist is attached to table #, and- the
“waist band of the trousers are attached to.,g o
table R. - Changing pin »" from one of the Q )

apertures R’ into. a different.one of said

apertures changes. the position of the por-.
(mclud-’ B
relative to the lower portion _

By this construction, after
| the tables R, 7, are ad]usted and seculedh

tion of the figure above the-waist,
ing the bat),

of the ﬁgure

85

togethel, (by pn 7" 1n _aperture R’), the .

waist and portion of said figu

re above the-
. waist 1s turned by the turmng of the vertlcal o
‘wire -{or shaft) Q

Wire or shaft Q 15 turned by the pr{)]ec- G

said disk. The turning of the wire Q places

tion ¢ on disk E coming in contact with.
crank ¢, as shaftD is turned in the direction
indjcated by the arrow on the periphery of

95

the spring S under tension, and as the crank =~

g passes out from under said crank ¢ the re-

silience of the spring returns the. spring, -

(and tables R, 7,), to its. initial 130311:1011
The disk K 1s ad usted on the shaft D s

e occurs at about.the time the ball X comes
in contact-with bat p; thereby giving the ef-

fect of the figure P strlkmg at said ball.
" "When ball X and bat . " contact sal ball.

15 deflected from its course, and when- said
ball falls to the floor a” it Wlll at times, fall
through an aperture in said floor and roll
along the runway of said ap ertme to the
pocket corresponding thereto.”

100

' that the release of crank ¢ from: abutment' '

105

119

A game 1s.played by this dewce by a de-

termmed number of rotations of shaft D be-

-ing made by each party to the game, ar by a

determined number of hits by the’ bat on the
The added numbers on the pockéts of
the device into which the ball rolls during a

highest score is the winner of the game.
It wall be evident that the device may be

played gs.an advertisement.

- The ball X must be replace.d 1n the h‘md.l
J of the pitcher after each throwing thereof,
and the manner in which it is so placed may

115

-game makes the score, and the one with the

120

placed in a conspicuous place and the game

125

determine, to a limited.extent, the throw or

pitch of the ball, and the. consequent batting

.and count thelefrom s may also the ad-

]ustment of the t*tbles R, 7.
Having thus descrzbed my invention, wha,t

139



o I olalm as.new and desn‘e to secure by Let-
. ters Patent is: '

961,851

" . -._._*

. ;4 _~:

figure prowded Wl‘th a moveble arm,

1A

an abutment to the arm; means to hold a ba,ll_
at. the end of the arm, a latch, said latch en-
‘gagesble with the’ abutment and arranged
~ to.hold said-arm statiopary when ; in engage- .
ment, a spring. conneeted with the arm and

means for placing said spring under tension

and - eutomatloally releasing the latch: whﬂe_

- the spring is under such tension.

15

20

re provided with a movebleelm

2. A figu

an abutment to-the arm, means to hold a ball
at the end of- the arm, a latch, said latch en-
gageable with the abutment and arranged
-to hold the arm in-its initial position When

in engagement with said abutment, ‘means
to aufomatically engagée the. latch on the
abutment when’said latch and abutment are
in a determined relative position, a spring, a
connection between said spring and said arm,

. means to place said spring under tension and
- said means for placing said spring under

25

30

tension also arrangéd to return the spr mg
and arm to their initial positions. .
3. A figure provided with a movable arm,

an a,butment to the arm, spring fingers at"
a latch arranged to en- |

gage with - the abquent and reta,m the arm
1n 1ts initial position,-a spring arranged to

one end of the arm,

- yleldingly hold the latch in an . engageable

35

position, in combination with a shaft, means
to-turn the.shaft, a crank on the Shaft an
additional spring ‘attached at’ one end to the

crank and at the other end connected with

~ the arm, and one end of said latch posmoned

1n-the path of said crank. = - _
- 4. A'figure provided with a movable erm,

0' spring fingers at the end of the movable arm
40" .

arranged to hold a ball, an abutment to the
movable -arm, 1n combmatlon with a base, 2

 shaft rotetably mounted on the base, cranks

- at the ends of the shaft, a pivoted latch hav-
. 1ng one end in posmon to engage the abut-
- 45 ‘mient on.the arm, and the other end project-

ing into the: path of one of the cranks, a

... Spring ‘having oné end connectéd with the
.. - arm and the other end attached to said crank;
. said - crank. and latch arranged so’that the

80 crank éngages with the latch

" Jatch- from the abutment at a- determined

. ‘time, and- the spring arranged o return the
. arm to its initial position as-said spring is
.. moved by the crank to which it is attached

55 eubsequent to the release and movement of |

the arm.

5. A baee end a ﬂoo:t' a ﬁgure oﬁ the floor

,'_seld ﬁgure plowded Wlth a movable arm,

60

spring fingers at the end of the arm ar-
Y ranged to hold a ball, an abutment to the
. movable arm, in- combmetlon with a
romtebly mounteéd onthe base, cranks at

 -the ends of ‘the shaft,

‘mounted latch. having one end arran oed to
' 65 engtwe Wwith the dbutment to hold the arm | sprmg conneeted at one end to the t&ble a,nd-_.__

shatt

to release the

and g pivotally

1

-ﬁgu

in a determined position, and the other end

cranks, a spring, a connection between one

| projecting into the path of one of 'said

“end of the spring and the movable arm and:

said spring attaclied at its other end to one
of the crenl{s said .crank, latch and spring
arranged so that turning of the crank pro-
.duces ‘tension on the spring, and releases -
| the latch from the abutment when the

spring 1s under tension; and continued turn-
| Ing of the crank retums the arm to 1its in- -
“itial position. '

75

6. A base, a ﬂOOl above the base a shaft |

rotatably mounted between the base and the

floor, a crank on the shaft, a figure on the .
.ﬂOOI -said figure provided 'with a movable.
alrm, spring ﬁngere at the end of the arm
. alra,ncred to hold a ball, an abutment to the

movable arm and a pwotelly mounted latch

“having .one end held in position to engage
with the abutment to hold the arm in a de-
termined position and the other end pro-.
jecting 1nto the path of the crank, a crank
'wrlet between the ends .of said shaft, a

spring having one end connected with the

arm and the other end attaohed to the crank,
said crank, latch and spring arranged so

that the turmng of the shaft on which the

spring and releases the latch from the abut-

| ment . at the time when the 'spring is under

90

‘crank is mounted produces tension of the
95.

tension, in . combination with an additional

with 2 bat in said arms, a vertical shaft and

a spring .thereon in the additional figure,

figure on said floor, said additional figure
-.promded with a waist and with arms, and

100

said waist mounted to turn with said sheft:. .

and said spring connected at one end to said .

ehaft and attached at its other end to said B 1_

-bftse 4 crank at the lower end of said ver-
| tloal shaft, the crank wrist between the ends
of the eheft arranged to engage with the.
!omnk on the vertical shaft.

105

7. The combination ofqbese a, floor above '

the base, a shaft rotatably mounted between -

the base and the floor, a crank on the shaft,
a figure on the ﬂoor said figure prov1ded

with ‘a- movable arm, spring ﬁngere at the
“end. of the arm ermnged to hold a ball, an
abutment, to the movable arm and a plvot-
ally mounted latch having one end held.in

position to. engage ‘with the abutment to

~hold the arm in a determined position and
the -other ‘end projecting into the path of .
the crank, a crank wrist, a sprirg having

{ one end oonnected to. the moveble arm and
| at the other end.attached to the crank, an

| additional: ﬁgure on the floor, said addi- |
‘tional figure provided with arms, and with a -
‘bat in the arms, and with 4 walet a vertieal
shaft rotatably mounted in- said eddltlonal‘ SN
re, a teble mounted on said’ shaft, said

110

120

125

table. connected to sald waist, and a sprmg-‘.,;* e

"on eald shaft in the. additional figure, said -~ L
180




e 2

at the other end to the floor, a crank at the |

lower end of said vertical Shaft the crank

wrist arranged to engage Wlth the crank on
the vertical shaft

8. The combination of a shaft a crank on

~ the shaft, a figure provided with a movable

10

AT, SPring ﬁnn*els on the end of the mov-
able arm, a latch having one.end arranged
to engage with the abutment and the other
end projecting into the path of the crank, a

disk on said shaft an abutment on said dlsk

means to secure the disk to the shaft in a
determined position, a spring attached at
one end to said crank and having the other

5 end connected with the arm, a spring ar- [ =~

081,851

mnﬂ'ed to yleldmgly hold the latch in posi- -
tmn to engage with the abutment on the

arm, an additional figure, arms on said. fig-
ure, a bat held in said arms, a vertical shaft

mtatably mounted within the additional fig-
ure and a spring on sald vertical shaft, a
crank on the lower end of said vertical Ehaft

'2_0_ |

in the path of the abutment, a. table on the

‘upper end- of -the vertical shaft one end of
said spring attached to the table, and means 25-
‘to hold the other end of said spring .

- JAMES J. I‘ITZbIMMONS
In the presence of—
CuarLks TURNER BROWN, |
May FirzsimMoNs.
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