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 To all whom it may concern:
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Be 1t known that I, Lewis DanNimws, a

‘citizen of the United States, residing at

Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia,

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented

new and useful Improvements in Folding
Desks, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. -
- My invention relates to certain new and
usetul 1mprovements in folding desks, and
consists In the novel combination and ar-
rangement of parts as will be hereinafter
more particularly described and pointed out
in the claims., o -

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of my complete Invention in its

~ folded or compact position. IFig. 2 is a ver-
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tical transverse section taken on the line
a—a, of Fig. 5. Fig. 3 1s a perspective view
of my complete invention with the parts
properly unfolded or opened in a position
for use and forming a complete desk. Fig.

4 15 a horizontal longitudinal section taken

on the lime 6—>b of Fig. 2 with parts broken
away showing the means for movably con-

necting the supporting legs of the bed por-.

tion of the desk. Fig. 5 is a vertical longi-
tudinal section taken on the line ¢—c¢ of

Fig. 2, and Fig. 6 is a bottom plan view of

the device with the bottom removed. .

The object of my invention is to provide
a simple and practical folding desk, or
one constructed 1n such a manner as to be

readily and conveniently folded to snugly
recelve the various movable parts compris-

ing my invention in a very compact position

~1in the form of a trunk or case, which may
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be readily handled or shipped, thus forming
more particularly a collapsible desk, the
parts of which may be used in the usual way
or similar to any desk when parts are in

their open position all of which will appear
from the detail description to follow. '

~ Referring to the drawings, 1 represents
the top portion of the desk having the usual
lat writing surface or top 2 and a basal por-

tion 3, the latter forming the bottom or base

of the desk when the same and parts thereof
are folded in a compact position or when the
desk 1s not desired to be used.

‘Removably secured to or fixed to the top 1 of
the desk or body portion thereof is an inclined

“writing surface 4ot the usual constructionand

is of a suitable width and length to be freely
received by the intermediate space 5 formed

by the oppositely located interior vertical

—

walls 6 forming a part of the cover 7, the
remaining portion of said cover being formed
by correspondingly located outer walls 8,
and longitudinal vertical walls 9 of the
cover 10 forming part of said walls and se-

~cured thereto in any mechanical manner for

completing the top of the desk. The cover
thus constructed is hinged to the rear edge
of the top 1 of the desk the width of which

corresponds 1 width to said top and located

and properly arranged within the vertical
walls 6 and 8 of said cover is a vertical par-
tition 11 and horizontal partitions 12 all of

~which provide pigeon holes 13 which are

located on the opposite ends of the cover
and on either side of the space 5 forming a
part thereof, the said pigeon holes being cov-
ered by hinged doors 14 carried by the up-
per edges of the cover when the latter is 1n
1ts opened position. _

The basal portion 8 forming a part of
the vertical horizontal and longitudinal
walls of the body portion of the desk is
adapted to be formed in any mechanical or
suitable manner and forms a rectangular

shaped frame for receiving the movable

cover 1 for the desk, the latter being secured
by hinges 14’ at its rear edge of the frame
thus formed, whereby the same may be
moved 1ndependently of the frame or to
and from the cover 7 when the latter is in

‘1ts open position as clearly shown in Fig. 3

of the drawings, in which operation the in-

clined writing surface 4 carried by the top
2 of the desk 1s adapted to be located within

the intermediate space 5 of the said cover.
The bottom 15, when the device 18 1n its

closed position is freely embraced and lo-

cated between the walls forming the rectan-
gular shaped frame 16 of the desk and also
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hinged as shown at 15’ to the rear lower

longitudinal portion of said frame; the
parts to be hereinafter described being lo-
cated and confined between said bottom and
hinged top of the desk when the latter is
in 1ts closed or folded position as clearly
shown 1n Iigs. 1, 2 and 5 of the drawings,
the bottom 15 referred to forming a contin-
uation or back for the desk extending from
the body portion of the desk to the base of
the same or supports thereot when the parts
are 1n their open position as clearly shown
in Fig. 3. '

- Movably connected or hinged as shown at
16" within the frame 16 of the body of the

| desk adjacent to its longitudinal side and
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end walls thereof are legs or supports 17,

suitable pins being passed through metallic
plates 19 located on the opposite sides of
sald legs and passed into the supporting re-
ceptacles 20 which receive the usual books
or other paper matter when the same is in
its unfolded position for use, all of which
1s clearly shown in Iig. 3 of the drawings,
the said legs 17 being properly braced ad-
jacent to their lower ends by connecting
rods or bars 21, the receptacles 20 being
further supported when in an open posi-
tion by feet or posts 22 carried by the bot-
tom of said receptacles, the said posts or
feet being so arranged or attached to the
receptacles as to freely pass one another
when the receptacles are turned in their
folded position 1n respect to the frame form-
ing the body of the desk. '

The front longitudinal walls of the frame
forming the body or top of the desk 1is
suttably cut away in curvilinear form pro-
viding a knee space below the desk which
cut away portion 1s adapted to snugly re-
cetve a similar shaped door or closing por-
tion 23 which is hinged as shown at 23" to

the lower edge of the bottom 15 which forms

a back wall of the desk when the latter 1s
1n 1ts open position for use, the door thus
constructed bemng provided with a suitable
lock 24 which codperates in a suitable or
mechanical manner with a keeper or catch
plate not shown fastened to the front lon-
gitudinal portion of the frame 16, when the
parts are in their folded position.
Projecting from the rear longitudinal
wall forming the body of the desk are arms
25 which are adapted to support the hinged

~cover 7 at right angles to the body of the

cdesk when the parts are in their open po-

sition. _
From the foregoing detailed description

the operation of the several parts is obvious
and when the parts are properly folded a
complete and compact trunk or case is pro-
vided such as shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings and when 1t is desired to use the desk
the parts comprising the latter are easily
and readily turned into position to form
the most practical and complete desk for
any and all purposes.

I do not limit myself to compartments

for receiving the various papers, books or

other documents as herein shown and de-
seribed and the same may be varied in many
respects without departing from the nature
of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention
what I claim i1s:—

1. A folding desk comprising a suitable
rectangular frame forming a space, recep-

tacles located within the frame thus formed |

and movably secured thereto, a back hinged
-to the frame and adapted to form the bot-

tom for the desk when the receptacles are
turned in their folded or closed positions,
and a top hinged to the upper edge of the
desk and adapted to be closed down upon
the upper surface of the same when the parts
are properly folded forming a trunk or case
as and for the purpose described.

2. A folding desk comprising a rectangu-
lar frame forming a suitable receptacle, a
top hinged to the said frame and adapted to
be received within the walls thus formed, re-
ceptacles hinged to the frame and located
therein forming supports for the desk when

the parts are in an unfolded position, a back
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hinged to the rectangular frame and adapted

to form a bottom below the supporting re-
ceptacles when the latter are in their closed
position, a cover hinged to the upper edge of
the frame and provided with suitable recep-
tacles or other.compartments, said cover be-
ing adapted to be closed down upon the top
of the desk and suitable means for locking
the several parts together after they have
been closed or folded as and for the purpose
described. -

3. A folding desk comprising a suitable
rectangular shaped frame, a top hinged to
the same and adapted to be received there-
by, supporting compartments located at
either end of the rectangular frame and
adapted to be folded or turned within the
frame, legs the upper ends of which are
hinged to or movably secured to the rectan-
gular frame between the supporting recep-
tacles and frame, the lower ends of which
extend a suitable distance below the said
supporting receptacles, adjacent feet or
posts extending below or from the bottoms
of the said supporting receptacles, rods con-
necting said legs, a back hinged to the lower
portion of the rectangular frame and adapt-
ed to form a bottom for the desk when the
parts are 1n a folded position, a door hinged
to the lower edge of said bottom and adapt-
ed to cooperate with the front wall of the

‘rectangular frame or body of the desk, a

suttable lock for securing the several parts
together, a cover hinged to the upper edge
of the rectangular frame and provided with
sultable compartments, and doors hinged to
the cover adjacent to the lower edge of the

front wall thereof for covering the said com-

partments as and for the purpose described.
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
I presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS DANIELS.

Witnesses: _
(. Percy Fox,
Anos ArRCHER.
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