S, 0. COX.

APPLICATION FILED MAR. 5, 1910.

960,157,

L

Patented May 31, 1910.

ol
;
H
/

A

!
7
[
/
/
£
7
i/
1/
4
t/

o

sl
L/

& *
O
¥
‘#

fy
-"”1 S
S

e Rt 2 o
’ -»

Ty

" ey h - =
iy,
AT A A ff{ﬁf”fﬂ#’r'rfj-','-rrrr.q"'q‘#.r.r'"'.q-"ﬁr'

S

P74

T g -,
!...I i:_! |-.
] — -—..'

T
O e

)

EEFLEL T CHA BT TEART NPPATEE ST

AT

\ *H-E-‘I:}



10

15

20

25

20

30

40

o0

55

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

'SAMUEL C. COX,

OF WASHINGTON,

'DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

MAIL-BOX,

960,157.

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed Mazrch §, 1510.

Patented May 31, 1910.
Serial No. 547,517%.

To all whom 2t may concern:

Be it known that I, Sanuvzn C. Cox, a citi-
zen of the United Smtes residing at "Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbm have
invented new and useful Improvements n
Mail-Boxes, of which the following. 1s @
specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful 1mprovements in mail boxes.

The 1nvention has for its object to provide
improved means for quickly emptying the
mail box, and for supporting the mail mat-
ter when the box is opened by the collector,
whereby said mail matter will not be pre-
cipitated upon the ground or otherwise scat-
tered.

A further object is to provide means for
allowing a clear view of and ready access to
the interior of the box when the same is
opened by the collector.

A further object is to provide means fox
elongating the bottom of the box, when
opened to form a chute for the pre(31p1tf1,-
tion of the mall matter.

A further object is to provide improved
means for holding the parts in locked po-
sition.

A further object is to provide an 1mproved
mail box that 1s simple in construction, and
capable of protecting the mail matter con-
tained therein from rain, dust and surrepti-
tlous removal.

The invention will be hereinafter fully
set forth and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings:—FEigure

1 1s a transverse sectional view of a mail

box embodying my improvements, the same
being shown in closed position. TFig. 2 is
2 similar view 1llustrating the parts when
opened for the collection of mail matter.
Fig. 3 1s an end view with parts of the end
W“uﬂ of the box broken away. Fig. 4 1s a
view illustrating a detail.

Referring to The drawings, 10 designates
a mall box plowded with the usual deposﬂ;
opening 11, the bottom section 12 and the
door section 13. The said door section is
hinged to the bottom section 12 at the for-
ward edge thereof, as indicated at 14, and
the rear edﬂe of the bottom section is hmoed
at 15 to the rear wall of the box. The bot-
tom section 1s provided with end plates 16,
having curved slots 17 adapted to receive
pins or lugs 18 projecting inwardly from
the ends of the box, said slots being curved

1

- and described my invention as particular.

on an arc having its center at the rear hinge
15. The door section 13 is also provided
with end plates 19 adapted to slide between
the end
the box, said end plates 19 being provided
with recesses 20 adapted to fit over the pins
18 when the box 1s closed. In this connec-
tion 1t will be noted that when the recesses
20 are in engagement with the lugs 18 a sup-
port 1s provided for the forward edge of the
bottom section, independent of the lock 22.
The bottom section 1s normally held 1n
closed position by means of springs 21 con-
nected at one end to the end plate 16 and

plates 16 and the adjacent ends of

60

65

70

at the other end to a suitable projection lo-

cated within the box.

In order to prevent the weight of the mail
matter from throwing the front section for-
ward when released from the usual lock 22,
I provide a suitable tension device located

9

adjacent the hinge connection 14. This ten- . -

sion device comprises a lever 23 pivoted to
one of the end plates 16 and having a curved
arm normally conforming to the “eurvature
of the slot 17, one edge of said arm being
serrated and ftdmpted “to engage serrations
on the adjacent pin 18. This lever 1s nor-
mally held inoperative when the box 1s
closed, by a spring 24 engaging a finger or
pm]ectmn of said lever. The deJacent end
plate 19 1s provided with a lip or flange 26
adapted to intercept the finger 25 as the door
section 18 moved outwardly This action

does not take place, however, until the door
section is moved to the limit of its move-

ment, the bottom section being supported by
the spring when the door section is disen-

caged from lugs 18. As soon as the flange
36 ¢ engages finger 25 and the operator allows
the door section to drop, the additional
weight and momentum of the latter are com-
pensated for by reason of the serrated por-
tion of the lever 23 engaging the lug 18 and
acting as a brake, thereby preventing move-

ment of the bottom section, except when the

door section is rocked or oscillated. When
the door section has been moved to a posi-
tion in alinement with the bottom section,

lever 28 will act as a stop, but if desired a

stop lug 27 may be placed on the end plate
19 to engage a corresponding lug on the end
plate 16, said lug being preierably enlarged

' to form a hook to supporlt a maill bag.

1t 1s obvious that while I have ﬂlustlated

Y
(%9,

applicable to mail boxes, I do not desne
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Limit myself in this respect, as it is obvious
that the same may be applied to various
other receptacles without departing from
the spirit of my invention.

rlaving thus explained the nature of my
mvention, and deseribed a manner of con-
structing and  using the same, although

without attempting to set forth all of the |

Torms i which 1t mav be made or all of the

nioces of 1ts use, what T claim 15—

1. A mail box comprising a casing, a bot-

tom section pivotally connected to the lower |
- bottom section and adapted to engage one

edge of one wall of said casing, a door sec-
tion pivetally connected to the free edge of
saic botton section, means for limiting the
relative movements of said bottom and door
sections, whereby the two are brought into
alinement when the door section is opened,
and means for supporting said bottom sec-
tion during the opening of the door section.

2. A mail box comprising a body having
its end walls provided with lugs, a pivotally
supported bottom section, and a door sec-
tion pivotally connected to said bottom sec-
tion and having end plates provided with
recesses adapted to fit over said lugs to sup-
port the bottom section when the box 1is
closed. '

5. A mail box comprising a body having
its end walls provided with lugs, a pivotally
supported bottom section a door section piv-
otally connected to said bottom section and
aving end plates provided with recesses
aclapted to fit over said lugs to support the
pottom section when the box is closed, and
means for supporting said bottom section
when sald recess 1s out of engagement with
said lug. o |

4. A mail box comprising a body having
its end walls provided with lugs, a pivotally
supported bettom section, and a door section
pivotally connected to said bottom section
ancd having end plates provided with re-
cesses adapted to fit over said lugs to sup-
port the bottom section when the box is
closed, means for limiting the relative move-
ment of said sections, whereby the two are
held 1 alimmement when the box is opened,

and means for supporting said bottom sec- |

tion when said recess is out of engagement
with said lug.

5. A mail box provided with a pivoted

960,157

bottom section and a door section pivoted
to said bottom section, means for limiting
the relative movement of said sections,
whereby the two are in alinement when the
box 1s open, and means for retarding the
opening movement of said bottom section.

6. A mail box comprising a body having
its end walls provided with lugs, a pivot-
ally supported bottom section limited in
Its movement by said lugs, a door sec-
tion pivotally connected to said bottom sec-
tion, and a braking device carried by said

of said lugs when the door section is opened.

(. A mail box comprising a body having
its end walls provided with lugs, a pivotally
supported bottom section lhmited in its
movement by said lugs, a door section piv-
otally supported by said bottom section a
braking device carried by said bottomn sec-
tton and adapted to engage one of said lugs
when the door section 1s opened, and means
tfor rendering said braking device inoper-
ative as the box is closed.

8. A mail box comprising a body having
its end walls provided with lugs, a pivotally
supported bottom section lIimited in  its
movement by sard lugs, a door section pivot-
ally connected to said bottom section, a ser-
ratea lever carried by said bottom section

acting against said lever. a sprine. and
& o p| P,

means carried by the door section for mov-
g sald lever against the tension of said
spring when the box is opened to cause the
same to engage one of said lugs.

9. A mail box comprising a body having
1ts end walls provided with lugs, a pivot-

ally supported bottom section limited in its

movement by said lugs, a door section PIV-
otally supported by said bottom section, and

a braking device carried by said bottom sec-

tion and adapted to engage one of said lugs
as the door section is opened, and means for
supporting said bottom section when the
box 1s open.

in testimony wherecof T have hereunto set
my hand 1n presence of two subscribing

witnesses.
SAMUERL C. COX.
‘Witnesses:
Wa. S, Honers,
Hiver KIiNTz.
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