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1o all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Harry E. RoBixson,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements 1in Cigarette-Formers,
of which the following is a speciﬁca.tion.

This invention relates to cigarette formers,
the object of the invention being to produce

a simple and practical device of the class de-

scribed adapted to be carried in the pocket
and to be flssocmted and connected with a
bag or pouch of tobacco and remain con-
nected with such bag or pouch until the en-
tire contents thereof has been used in the
formation of cigarettes.

A further object of the invention i1s to

promde 2 slmple and practical device for
cutting oftf the flow of tobacco through the
formel

With the above general object 1n view, the
nature of which will more fully appear as
the description proceeds, the 1invention con-
sists 1n the novel construction, combination
and arrangement of parts as herein fully
clescribed, illustrated and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:-—Kigure
1 18 a vertical diametrical section through
a cigarette former embodying the present in-
1ent10n showing a tobacco bag or pouch in
dotted lines associated with the former.

Fig. 2 1s a cross section on an enlarged scale
tqhen on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Tlo' 3 1S a

detail perspective view of a spring closed

cut-off, showing the cut off and the spring.
IF1g. 4 is a detail perspective view of the
Spring per se.

The cigarette former consists of a tube 1
which may be either perfectly cylindrical or
made slightly tapering and in the preferred
embodiment “of the mventlon the discharge
end of said tubular former is slightly con-
tracted or constricted as shown at 2 which
facilitates the removal of the paper from
the former as the cigarette is being filled.
At its receiving end the tubular former 1 1S
provided with an enlarged flaring funnel
shaped mouth 3 which 1s adapted o be in-
serted in the mouth of a bag or pouch of
tobacco indicated by dotted lines at 4 1n

as shown at 5 to form a bead or flange to fa-
cilitate securing the mouth of the bag around
the mouth of the former, it being designed
to leave the former and b‘lg connected until
the contents of the bag has been completely
used. Adjacent to the Jjunction of the tu-
bular former 1 with the mouth 3, said tube 1s
provided in one side with a slide adapted to
recelve a disk-shaped cut off 6 which 1s mov-
able through such slide 1n a plane perpen-
dlcular to the length of the tube 1.

7 designates a spring, one end of which is
connected as shown at 8 to the disk- shaped
cut off 6, said cut off being provided for that
purpose with a depending flange 9 to which
the end of the spring is secured. A mar-
omal edge of the cut off 1s also cut away as
shown at 10 to conform to the inner curva-
ture of the tube 1 and in order to provide
limiting shoulders 11 which limit the inward
movement of the cut off. The flange 9 1s
bent outward as shown at 12 to form a finger
or thumb piece which will adapt the cut ¢ off
to be moved outward thlouoh the slide 1n
the pouch and against the Tension of the
spring 7 in order to permit the tobacco to
gravitate down the tobacco former 1. Upon
16163511’10‘ the cut off the latter 1s automat-
1cally closed or carried to the posﬂnon shown
10 I‘los 1 and 2 by means of the spring 7
which embraces the tube 1 by extending part
way around the outside thereof as shown 1n
Figs. 1 and 2.

The cigarette paper 1is first wrapped
around the tubular former 1 and the lower
end thereof is pinched or closed in any con-
venient manner. The cut off 6 1s then
opened to allow the tobacco to pass down
the tube 1. At the same time the paper is
withdrawn from the tube 1 and just before
effecting the complete withdr awa of the
paper, the cut off 6 is allowed to close, thus
preventing the outflow of any more tobacco.
After removing the clgarette irom the
former, the former mnay be inverted and the

| tobacco may be allowed to run back imto the

bag or pouch 4 by again opening the cut
off ©.

In the use of the cigarette former herein-
above described, a very considerable saving

Fig. 1, the former belnﬂ' wedged outwardly | of tobacco 1s effected as compared with the
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usual manner of forming cigarettes by roll-
ing the tobacco in papers held by the fingers.

I claim:—

A cigarette former comprising a forming
tube having a funnel-shaped receiving mouth
and provided adjacent to the junction of the
tube and mouth with a slot in the side of the
tube, a spring closed cut off in the form of a
disk movable through said slot in a plane

perpendicular to the length of the forming 10
tube, and an operating thumb piece for said
cut-off.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
1In presence of two witnesses.

HARRY E. ROBINSON.
Witnesses:
T. S. P. Mirizr,

KEsrerie R. CArgrr.
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