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10 adjustable, changeable, interchangeable and

30

To all whom it may concern:

UNITED STATES

JOSEPH STAREN, OF

PATENT OFFICE.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

PORTABLE SIGN.

- Specification of

959,896.
- | - Application filed June §,

Letters Patent. = Patented May 31, 1910.
1909. -Serial No. 500,436. S

Be 1t known that I, Josepu STAREN, a

citizen of the United States, residing at-
- Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
- 1llinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Portable Signs, of |

which the following is a specification.
My invention relatesto a portable sign and
has for its object to provide a sign which is

capable of being easily and readily assem-

bled. . " R

- A further object of the invention isto-

provide a sign whereby three different styles

of characters may be employed. |
With these and other objects in view, the

invention consists in certain new and novel

teatures of construction, arrangement and
combination of parts as will be hereinafter
more fully described and finally pointed out
i the claims hereto appended; it of course
being understood that both the sign-frame

-and characters may be made of any suitable

material and size, and that various slight
changes 1n the form, proportions and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
within the scope of the appended claims
without departing from the spirit or prin-
ciple of the invention or sacrificing any of
the advantages thereof. S
Referring to the accompanying drawing,

- forming a part of this specification wherein
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like characters of reference denote similar

parts throughout the several views: Figure

1 1s a front elevation of my improved sign.
Fig. 2 1s a detail in front elevation of a por-
tion of the sign frame, the character lock- |

ing bars being removed. Fig. 3 is a detail
showing how the corners of the frame mem-
bers are beveled. Fig. 4 1s a detail in rear
elevation of the sign frame with a portion
thereof broken away. Fig. 5 is an enlarged
sectional view taken on line ¥—x of Fig. 1.
Fig. 6 1s a detail showing the frame pro-
vided with a modified form of character.
Fig. 7 15 a detail showing the frame pro-

~ vided with a still further modified form of

50

character.  Flig. 8 is a perspective view of
the preferred form or stvle of character.
I1g. 9 15 .2 perspective view of the modified
form of character shown in Fig. 6. Fig. 10
1s a perspective view of the modified form

ot character shown in Fig. 7. TFig. 11 is a

(e
Wi

~iront elevation of a modification of my sign

irame. Fig. 12 is a sectional view thereo
taken on line z—z on Fig. 11. o
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I employ a suitable sign frame A, which

and the end pieces or members 2. The said
sicle members 1 have their ends beveled as at

‘beveled as at 4, as clearly shown in Fig. 3.

‘The object of beveling the ends is to enable

them to be easily, readily and accurately as-
sembled. These members 1 and 2 are held
in a rigid position so as to form a strong

sign frame by means of the angle corner

-pieces 5 which are secured to the back of the
members 1 and 2 as well asto the front.
front corner pieces may be of some fancy
cesign so as to add to the appearance of the
sign. These corner pleces are secured to

| the members 1 and 2 by suitable fastening

means 6. If the frame A, is rather long a
center pilece 7 is employed which is secured
in position by means of the back plates 8.

In carrying out the aim of my invention,

consists of the two side pieces or members 1

3 and the members 2 also have théir ends

The
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‘These plates 8 are secured to the members 1

and 7 by means of the fastening means 9,
as clearly shown in Fig. 2. The end mem-
bers 2 and the central member 7, it will be
observed are provided with a ,
alined openings 10, the object of which will
be pointed out hereinafter. S

. Adapted to be carried by the frame A, are
a plurality of channel members 11, having
their sides bent outwardly as at 12 to form
guldes. These channel members or char-
acter supporting members are secured at
each end to thé end frame pieces 2 by means
of suitable fastening devices 13 which are
acdapted to enter the openings 10. It will
be readily seen that these character sup-
porting members-are adjustable as they can

be easily and readily moved by simply re-

moving the fastening means 13. This en-
ables the frame to carry various sizes of
- characters which 1s necessary in a sign of
this character. Adapted to be carried by
each of the character supporting members in
the channel portion thereof is a half round
bar 14, which bars are adapted to hold and
lock the preferred stvle or form of character
15 1n position, as clearly shown 1n Figs.
1 and 5. The bars 14 are drawn up tight
against the curved lips 16 of the characters
15 by means of the fastening devices or

the openings 18 of the character supporting
members 11, and enter openings in the bars
14 as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 5. To
‘remove the letters 15 after they have once

plurality of
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screws 17 which are adapted to pass through
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been set up for changing the readiﬁg matter |

of the sign, the screws 17 are removed which
releases the bars 14 so that the characters 15

may be easily removed. After new char-

acters have been placed in.position along

the members 11, the bars 14 are laid upon

the lips 16 of the characters 15 and the

screws .17 are again tightened which holds

the letters or characters firmly in place.
When the style or form of letter or char-
acter 18 as shown in Fig. 9 1s employed,

. the lips 19 thereof, it will be observed,
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- Figs. 11 and 12, it ‘will be observed that I |
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form pockets 20 for the: cutwardly ex-
tending porfions or flanges 12 to enter, as
clearly shown in Fig. 6. When this style
of character is employed the bars 14 are held
in position, .as clearly shown in 1fig. 6.
These characters 18 it will be observed are

adapted to slide on the flanges 12 instead of |
being clamped fo the supporting members as’

shown in Iigs. 1 and 5. o
- The style of letter designated 21, and
shown in Fig. 10 1s also a sliding letter or

- character but instead of sliding on the shd-

ing or the outer flanges of any two support-
ing members, they slide on the inner flanges
12 as clearly shown in Fig. 7. These char-

‘acters 21 are provided at their ends with the

grooves 22, which are adapted to receive the
flanges 12. " _

Referring to the modification shown in
provide a sign frame of a single sheet of
material instead of several parts, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 2. The modification consists
of a single sheet of material 23, which is pro-
vided with a plurality of character support-
ing means consisting of a channeled portion
24, stamped from the frame 23, which chan-
nel portion has its side edges bent out-
wardly as at 26 to form flanges to support

letters, numerals and other characters, the
same as flanges 12 of the character support-
ing members 11.” In order to strengthen

this plate or frame 23 to prevent it from

bending or getting out of shape, which 1t 1s |

apt to do when several character supporting

‘elements are stamped therefrom, this plate
23 may be suitably fastened to the frame A, |
50 which is.clearly shown i1n Figs. 1 and 2.
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From the foregoing descriptioﬁ it will be
readily understood that 1

provide a sign
wherein the characters are changeable and
interchangeable and the character support-
ing meinbers adjustable upon the sign irame

‘so as to enable various sizes of characters to

be employed.

advantage of the same is a great feature be-
cause any party owning a frame and set of
characters can make his own sign and change
the reading thereof as oiften as desired.
What I claim 1s: ,, |

- 1. A sign comprising a portable Irame,
adjustable character supporting members
carried by sald frame, characters having

-dished supporting lips adapted to be carried

by said supporting members, a half-round

bar carried by each of said supporting mem-

bers adapted to engage the dished lips of

said characters, and means for removably re- -
taming said bars 1m place.

The uses for a sign of this character 1t
will be readily seen are numerous and the
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2. A sign comprising a portable frame, a

plurality of channel members removably
secured to sald frame in suitable spaced re-
lation, sign characters having dished sup-
porting lips adapted to be supported by
means of said channel members, locking bars
adapted to engage the dished lips of said
sign characters, and means for securely lock-
ing said bars in position. '

3. A sign comprising a rectangular port-

‘able frame, consisting of a top and bottom

member and a pair of end members having
a plurality of alined openings therein, & plu-
rality ofy adjustable channel supporting
members having connection with said end
meinbers, sign characters adapted to be car-
ried by said channel supporting members,
and removable means adapted to engage said
sign characters for removably retaining said
characters i place. ' '

In testimony whereof I have hereunto
sisned my name to the specification in the
presence of two subscribing witnesses..

'_ - JOSEPH STARKN.
- Witnesses: . . -
. Frepr. J. Larson,

Davi>: F. Dousr.,
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