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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Crarues E. BurBanx,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of. Pennsylvania, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Grame Apparatus, of which the following is
a specification. '

My invention relates to improvements in
game apparatus, the object of the invention
being to provide a figure, preferably repre-
senting an animal holding a ball or other
object 1n its mouth, and which when struck
by a ball or other object thrown at the figure,
and hitting a particular spot will cause the
ball 10 the mouth of the figure to be dropped
onto a gong or other sounding device, and
another ball or object to be moved to a POsi-
tion in the mouth of the figure.

With these and other objects in view, the
Invention consists in certain novel features
of construction, and combinations and ar-
rangements of parts as will be more fully
hereinafter described and pointed out in the

claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1,
1s a view in elevation 1Hustrating my im-
provements, in connection with the figure
of a lion. Tig. 2, 1s a view in section on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Tig. 3,isa tragmentary
rear view. Fig. 4, is a view in section across
the nose and mouth of the figure, and F 12. 5,
1s a detail perspective view of the trip lever.

L represents a support, and 2 a fieure, in
the present instance, the fioure of a lion be-
ing shown, and securing devices 3 are passed
through the feet of the lion to secure it to
support 1. The figure shows in profile, a
lion, the outer face being suitably orna-
mented so as in appearance to resemble the
body of a lion, which is shown with the
mouth 4 partly open, for a purpose which
will hereinafter appear. Back of that por-
tion of the figure representine the head of
the lion, a semi-cylindrical tube or casing 5
1s secured over a semi-cylindrical eroove or
recess 6 i the back of the figure, to form a
cylindrical passage 7, constituting a reser-
volr In which a number of balls 8 are held.
The lower end of tube 5 is bent inward as
shown at 9, and the inner face of the ficure
15 recessed or cut out as shown at 10 to form
an entrance into the mouth portion 4. The
part of the figure representing the upper
and lower jaws at the open mouth are curved
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on thelr inner sides in the arc of a circle as
shown at 11, and this are is practically con-
centric with the arce of the circle of the balls

S, so that the balls entering the mouth

through the recessed portion 10 cannot es.
cape at the side of the mouth, but only at
the end of the mouth. To prevent the es-
cape of the ball from the mouth of the fio-
ure, a trip lever 12 is provided. This trip
lever is of general right-angled form, and is
provided in one of its members with a slot
15 through which an elongated curved stud
14, fixed to the figure, projects. This slotted
member 1s shorter than the other member 15,
which latter lies across the end of the ioure
at the mouth, so as to prevent the ball from
falling out of the mouth, while the shorter
member normally lies out of the path of the
balls as shown most clearly in If1p. 2,

16 represents a lever, which is pivotally
connected at one end to a fixed stud 17, and
at 1ts free end is connected by a link 18 with
the lever 12 at a point adjacent the angle
of the lever.

A plunger rod 19 extends through an
opening 1n the figure, and is pivotally con-
nected at its inner end to lever 16. The
front end of the rod 19 projects through a
recess 20 1 the figure, and has a button or
enlargement 21 secured on its front end, con-
tibuting a target, and between this button
21 and the inner end of recess 20 a coiled
spring 22 is provided around rod 19, and
normally presses the button 21 outward, and
holds the working parts in normal position.
The rod 19 is screw threaded throughout a
portion of its length, and a nut 28 is serewed
onto the rod and engages the inner face of
the figure to limit the outward movement
of the button 21. The button 21 is pref-
erably located adjacent to that portion of
the figure representing the ear of the l1on,
and the object of the game is to throw a
ball or other projectile, so as to strike. the
button 21 and cause the ball 8 to fall out
of the mouth of the figure down upon a
gong 24 and ring the gong. -

The operation is as follows: When the
projectile strikes the button 21, the plunger
rod 19 is forced inward to swing lever 16
on 1ts fulerum. ILink 18 then draws the
lever 12 rearward, causing the shorter mem-
ber of the lever to slide on pin 14, slot 13
permitting this sliding movement. Thig

} movement of the lever will pull the longer
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member 15 of the lever out of the path of |

the ball 8 in the mouth of the figure and
permit the ball to drop down and sound

oong 24. At the same time, this sliding
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movement of the lever 12 will position the
shorter member of the lever in the path o1
the balls 8, and hold back the next ball in
passage 7 until the first ball has dropped
out of the mouth, when the spring 22 will
return the parts to their former position and
the next ball in the passage 7 will roll down
into the mouth of the figure.

While I have shown my improvements 1n
connection with the representation of a lion,
I would have it understood that I do not
limit my invention to the representation of
any particular figure, but may use the same
on various ficures, and slight changes might
be made in the general form and arrange-

ments of parts described without departing
from my invention, and hence 1 do not re-

strict myself to the precise details set forth,
but consider my self at liberty to make such
changes and alterations as fairly fall within
the spirit and scope of the claims.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent 1s: . ' '

1. In a game apparatus, the combination
with the representation of a figure, of means
normally holding an object in the mouth o1
the ficure, and means adapted when struck
by a projectile to release the holding means
and permit the object to fall out of the
mouth of the figure. ' -

9. In a game apparatus, the combination
with the representation of a figure, having
an open mouth, that portion of the figure

posed in front of the mouth of the
E

059,710

representing-the jaws being curved in Cross
section in the mouth of the figure, a passage

back of the head of the figure, a plurahty

of balls in said passage adapted to be fed

one at a time into the mouth of the figure,

a trip lever normally holding a ball in the
mouth of the figure, and means adapted
when struck by a projectile to operate said
trip lever and release the ball from the
mouth of the figure. - _ '

3. In a game apparatus, the combination

with the representation oi a figure having
an open mouth, of a passage back of the
oure adapted to contain a plurality of balls
and direct them into the mouth of the figure,
said mouth being of a size to accommodate
but a single ball at a time, a support secured

to the figure, a trip lever of general bell-

crank form having its longer member dis-
_ jgure,
he shorter member of said lever having a
slot therein to receive said support, a lever
tulerumed at one end behind the fLgure, a
link connecting the free end of said last
mentioned lever with the trip lever, a
plunger rod projecting through the figure
and connected at one end to sald last men-
tioned lever, a button or target on the front

end of said lever, and a spring normally

pressing said target outward.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

W?Vitnessés: |
S. W. Foster,
R. H. KrENKEL.
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