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To all whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that we, Wmmriam R. Daxcy
and Cmarres B. Wesrtcorr, both citizens of
the United States, and residents of Savan-
nah,1n the county of Chatham and State of
(Georgia, have invented a new and Improved
Safety-Pin, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to satety pins, and
more particularly to a pin of this class com-
prising a fixed bar or member having at one
end a sheath or guard, a pointed member or
1xed bar at
the end of the same remote from the sheath,
and adapted to have the point removably

positioned within the sheath to hold the pin
closed, the sheath having a gap

so that the
point ‘can escape therefrom, and a keeper
which has a part normally positioned in the
gap to hold the pointed member within the
sheath, the member being releasable at the
outside of the sheath and at a point remote
from the pointed bar.

An object of the invention is to provide a
simple, Inexpensive and strong safety pin
which can be used for the (}rdmfwy PULPOSes
to which a pin of this class 1s applied, and

~which 1s particularly usetul in surgical work

for pinning bandages and the like in place.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a safety pin which can be released or
opened by a simple manipulation which in-
volves the use of one hand only; which is so

constructed that i1t can be opened without |

grasping or handling the pin itself in any
way, and which when closed is securelv held
against accidental opening.

A still further object of the invention 1s to
provide a safety pin in which the fixed bar

and the point or movable bar are fashioned

from a single elongated member formed into

a coll 1ntermediate its ends, so that the

pointed bar tends normally to assume an open
position, and which 1s so constructed that
the bars are abr uptly offset to lie 1n one
plane, whereby the coil is protected and it 1s

'dlﬂicult for fabric or the like to enter the

coll and become caught therein.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a safety pin which can be very easily

closed by a simple manipulation, either by
forcing the point of the movable bar through
the gap into the sheath, thus displacing the

- hereinafter.

keeper manually, or by dlsplacmg the keeper
so that the point can pass into the sheath
without hindrance, the pin being adapted to
close in the usual fashion as well.

The 1nvention consists in the construction
and combination of parts to be more fully
described heremnafter and partlcularly set
forth 1n the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-

ing drawings forming a part of this speci-

ﬁcatmn in which similar characters of ref-
erence 1ndwate corresponding parts in all
the views, and in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of An enl-
bodiment of our invention; Fig. 2 is a side
elevation of the same; I‘w 3 1s a plan view
of the dewce and H I‘10 4 1s a cross section on
the line 4—4 of Ifig.

Before ploceedmg to- a more detailed ex-
planation of our invention, it should be
clearly understood that while the same is
particularly useful in surgical work for
pinning bandages, compresses and the like
1n posnlon it can be advantageously applied
to all other uses for which safety pins are

commonly employed. It will be understood

that it 1s often diflicult to release a safety pin

of the common form, without disturbing the

fabric or the parts which the S%fety pin
holds together; especilally 1s this true when
the pointed member or bar is entirely cov-
ered or concealed by the fabric. In the case
of bandages, for example, 1t sometimes hap-
pens that the opening of a safety pin causes
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the wearer of the bandaoe pam or 1lnconven-
ience, owing to the dlsturbmg ot a wound or

sore due to Tthe opening of the pin. Further-

‘more, it 18 necessary to employ both hands in

opening a safety pin of the ordinary type,
and this too, 18 often a source of inconven-
1ence and loss of time. Our safety pin is so
constructed that 1t can be independently re-
leased by an exceedingly simple manipula-
tion which necessitates the use of two fingers

of one hand only. We have made this pos-

sible by providing a sheath which receives
the point of the movable bar and which has

a gap through which the bar can escape, and

a member which normally obstructs the gap
to hold the pin closed. The member can be

released by simply pressing it into an inop-

erative position, as will appefl,r more clearly
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Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, we provide a fixed bar or member 10,
and a movable and pointed bar 11, pl'efer
ably fashioned from a single elonmted wire

or olher body adapted for the purpose and
possessing the neceéssary resiliency. The wire

1s bent into a coil 12 between the fixed bar

and the movable bar, and this coil acts as a
spring, tending nolmqlly to swing the mov-
able bar outward away from the fixed bar,
in the usual manner. The bars 10 and 11
at the coil 12 are abruptly offset so that th{JY
lie in a single plane, and whereby the coil
15 guarded a.gfunst the entr ance of fabric
which might become caught in the coll and

render the removal of the pin from the
fabric difficult.

At the end remote from the coil 12, the pin
has a guard or sheath 13, fashioned from
%hed netal or the like and ];rt,ferably formed
from a stamped blank. The sheath when
completed 1s substantially U-shaped, and at
one end has a sleeve 14 adapted to receive the
end of the fixed bar 10 which 1s soldered or
otherwise removably secured i place with-
in the sleeve. At the side remote from the
steeve 14 the sheath has a pocket 15 which 1s
open at the under side so that the pointed
bar 11 when depressed and released under-
neath the pocket may enter the same, guided
by the arm of the keeper, and prwentud by
the latter from escaping from underneath
the sheath, from one side to the other. Thus
the member 11 can enter the pocket from
either side and through the slot. At the
upper side, that is, the side remote from
the opening, the pocket has a slot or gap 16
through which the point of the member 11

when closed can escape, or when open can be
replaced.

We employ a resihient lock or keeper 17,
having an arm 18 rigidly secured in an ex-
t{_,nslon 19 of the sleeve 14, and held 1n place
theremn Dy soldering or any other suitable
means. 1he sheath has a slot 20 at the end,
through which extends a further arm 21 of
the keeper. The free arm 21 has an offset
or part 22 adapted to obstruct the gap 16,
and normally held in an operative obstruct-
Ing position by the vesiliency of the keeper
1taeli which 1s fashioned from steel wire
or 111}? other suitable spring material. At
the projecting end, the arm 21 has a knob
or button 23. A similar knob or button 24
1s rigidly mounted at the outside of the
sheath, and can be engaged by a finger when
it, is desired to release the pin so that the
knob 23 can be easily pressed. by another
finger, toward the knob 24. Such a move-
ment of the knob 923 displaces the keeper
from 1ts operative position, that 1s, it with-
draws the offset 22 from the gap, so that the
member 11 can escape from the sheath

through the gap owing to the normal tend- ]
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ency of the bar 11. Preferably, the knob 24
is formed at the end of the fixed member 10
or consists of an extension of the fixed mem-
ber 10 which projects through a suitable
opening in the sheath. The fixed member 10

has the end within the sheath upwardly
curved and then abruptly outwardly and

Slwhtl}? downwardly dlsposed The purpose
of this arrangement 1s to assist in holding
the sheath ﬁlmly upon the fixed member.
1t will be understood that any other suit-
able curvature of the latter will answer
for this purpose. The pocket 15 has the
sides curved to the gap 16, so that the bar 11
can easily slide along either of the sides
through the gap when the keeper 1s dis-
placed.

We wish to emphasize that certain of the
details of construction shown, for example,
herewith, form no part of our invention and
can be varied 1n accordance with special
conditions and individual preference, with-
out departing from the underlying spirit of
the mvention. The latter consists in the
provision of a fixed bar and a movable bar
adapted to be positioned within a guard or
sheath and held against escape 1n one direc-
tion from the sheath, by a keeper which
can be easily displaced to leave the opening
in the sheath unobstructed, so that the re-
silient movable bar can pass through the
same. The keeper may be of any suitable
form and the sheath itself may be fashioned
in different ways.

Having thus described our invention we
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent

1. A safety pin comprising a fixed bar, a
pointed bar having a resilient connection
with said fixed bar a sheath carried by said
fixed bar and h:,wing a pocket presenting an
open side, said pocket having a pap at the
side remote from said open side and being
acdapted to receive the point of said mov-
able bar. a keeper rigidly carried by said
fixed bar and having a flexible arm extend-—
e 1nto said p{}LLGL said flexible arm hav-
e an offset normally obstructing the gap
m_said pocket, said sheath h.:wmcr a slot,
said flexible arm extending Unouoh said
slot and having a knob, satd Sheath h‘wmﬂ 2
fixed knob nor mally spac'ed from said knob
of said arm.

A safety pin comprising a fixed bar, a
movable pointed bar having a resilient con-
nection with satd fixed bar, a sheath earried
by said fixed bar and having a gap, and a
keeper normally obstructing said ogap and
projecting beyond said she:;tth whereby said
keeper can be released from the outside of said
sheath, said fixed bar projecting through
carrying a knob aﬂ’orﬂmo 2

orip for the operation of said keeper.
3. The combination with a safety pin, of a
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sheath secured thereto having a slot through | names to this specification in the presence
which the point of the pin is movable and a | of two subscribing witnesses.
yoke-shaped keeper having arms extending | '

: - WILLIAM R. DANCY.
through the sheath and provided with knobs
5 tor the purpose set fori%? one of salid arms | CHARLES B. WESTCOTT.
being secured to the sheath and the other Witnesses: _
having an offset for obstructing the slot. -~ Mzera E. WestcorT,
In testimony whereof we have signed our | Rosavie WesTtcorT.
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