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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Warrer LaNesTROTH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have 1nvented certain new and useful Im-
provements 1 Gun-Sight Protectors, of
which the following is a specification.

T'his 1nvention relates to shields for pro-
tecting the rear sights of firearms. The rear
sight now used on the rifle adopted by the
United States, is provided with movable
parts to be adjusted with great accuracy, for
elevation and windage; and the quick han-
dling to which the rifle is necessarily sub-
Jected, especially in the cavalry service, is
liable to hit and injure these movable parts
of the sight, thus rendering it always uncer-
tain whether the sight can be relied on with-
out examination and test. For sharpshoot-
ers and for target practice, it is found ad-
vantageous to smoke the sight in order to
prevent reflection of lights which not only
distract the eye of the rifleman but actually
divert his line of sight.

Therefore, the object of this invention is,
not only to guard the sight against actual
injury, but to so completely cover it that,
when not in service, the rifle may be quickly
handled with safety.

To this end my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of parts form-
mg a gun sight protector hereinafter more
tully described, and particularly stated in
the claim, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which,

Kigure 1 is a side elevation of a portion
of a gun, showing my sight protector in
service. Ifig. 2, is a plan view of the same.
Fig. 3, 1s a front end view of the protector.
Kig. 4, 1s a side view of the gun sight, show-
ing the protector in longitudinal, vertical
section. Fig. 5, shows the shape of a sheet
metal blank which, when bent into form,
constitutes the body of this protector.

Referring to the drawings, ¢ ¢ represent
portions of the wooden stock of a gun, and
b, the barrel, having projecting lugs ¢, which
are grooved 1n their adjacent sides to receive
the ends of the base piece d, of the gun sight.
This base piece is pivoted at e, to swing a

Dittle from side to side to compensate for

windage; and f is a tangent worm screw for
operating 1t. A frame ¢, is pivoted at A, to
the base piece, to be swung into a vertical
position, and ¢ is the sight-carrying bar,
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fitted to slide up and down on the frame g¢.
This bar 1s provided with a binding screw £,
which may lock it at any desired point, to
the frame ¢. Thus far I have described
only what 1s common.

Numeral 1, represents the body of the
protector as made of sheet metal. It is
shaped as a cap, with sides 2, to fit closely
down beside the body of the sight; the for-
ward end 3, being hooked under and form-
ing a pocket to receive the forward end of
the frame ¢, and the rear end 4, is curved
to fit down upon the sight body at 5. The
curve of this end is particularly designed
to avoid catching onto anything when being
withdrawn from a sheath or holster. In the
stdes 2, are L-shaped notches 6, to receive
the crossbar ¢, and this bar may be pushed
forward over the retaining L7, of the notch,
then the binding screw %, may be turned
home to hold the protector rigidly clamped
to the raisable frame of the sight. To pre-
vent the sight being raised with the cover,
I provide two extensions of the sides in the
form of prongs 8, to hook under the pro-
Jecting ends of the tangent screw 7. To fit
the form of the barrel, these prongs are bent
to flare sidewise a little. In making this
protector, a blank is first punched into the
form shown in Fig. 5; then the sides and
ends are bent at the dotted lines 9, and the
corners are secured by brazing. The rear
ends of the sides are formed in ogee curves
at 10, In order to shape the neatly rounded
corner 12; and because that if made with a
single outward curve as shown by dotted
line 11, the point of a die which would
punch the sharp angle 13, would be quickly
broken away in service. In applying this
protector to the sight, the forward end of
the protector 1s to be placed over and hooked
under the forward end of the frame g,
then, by carrying the rear end of the pro-
tector down upon the sight, the prongs 8,
will become hooked under the screw #. Now
11 the sight bar ¢, be pushed forward it will
engage the retaining L7, and by turning the
clamping screw £, the protector will be rig-
1dly locked in place. Thus locked, the pro-
tector becomes like a rigid portion of the
gun, preventing anything from coming in
contact with the sight, either to catch hold
of its corners, or to deface it when smoked
and walting for target practice.

If a sight protector were made by casting,
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drop forging, or any other mechanical proc-

ess, into the form described, it would still be

comprised in my invention as set forth in
the following claim.

Having thus described my invention, L
claim _ S

In gun sight protectors, a cap having
sides to pass down beside the sight, these
sides having forward projecting prongs to
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hook under side projections of the sight, the
sald prongs flaring outward to fit the gun.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

- WALTER LANGSTROTH.

Witnesses:
- H. O. TaoMmPsoN,
C. Jos. PARKINSON.
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