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 To all whom it may concern:
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Be 1t known that I, Hexry Waiser, citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cleve-
land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
tul Improvements in Branding-Machines,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to machines for
branding the heads of barrels, kegs, and
casks, the brands being applied by means
of heated irons which are moved to and
from the heads of the kegs, the keg being
supported 1n adjustable position between the
carriers for the branding irons. |

The objects of the invention are first, to
provide an Improved branding machine of
the kind stated having novel devices to ad-
just the same to barrels of various sizes:
second to provide improved means for mov-
g the branding irons to and from the bar-
rel or keg; and third to provide improved
means for supporting the barrel in position,
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including especially a movable table which |

allows the barrel to turn slightly so as to
accommodate 1tself to the branding irons.

The 1nvention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which— _

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the ma-
chine with a keg therein. TFig. 2 is an end
elevation of the machine. Fig. 8 is a detail
in side elevation of the barrel supporting
and raising device as seen from the side op-
posite to Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a plan of the
table which supports the keg.

Referring specifically to the drawings, the
frame of the machine comprises standards 1
at the ends connected by longitudinal rods
2 and 2* which are located in vertical aline-
ment and are spaced from each other.

- On the outer sides of the standards 1 re-
spectively are mounted shafts 17 and 18 ex-
tending horizontally and crosswise of the
standards, and substantially midway be-
tween the levels of the rods 2 and 22 These
shafts carry sprocket wheels 4. A chain
belt 16 extends around the sprockets and is
attached at 16 and 16* to respective carriages
3, the attachment of the carriages being to op-

posite runs of the belt, so that when the belt.
1s moved the carriers travel in opposite di-

rections, or toward and from each other.
The carriages consist of upright members
or structures having wheels 32, 3* and 8¢
which bear on the upper and under sides of
the rod 22, and a lower wheel 32 which bears

on the inside of the lower rod 2. Each of
these carriages supports a branding iron 7
projecting inwardly toward the keg which
1s supported between the carriages, and said
branding iron is provided with suitable
heating devices which need not be
larly described. Kach carriage may be of
any construction suitable to support the
wheels 1n the positions stated and to sup-
port the branding irons at a distance above
the frame of the machine, a special feature

however being a knee or inwardly extending

offset which supports the wheel 3" so that
sald wheel will roll under the end of the
keg when the latter is in position for opera-

‘tion, thereby giving, in connection with the

depending leg which carries the wheel 39, a
desirable rigidity and compactness to the
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carriage and allowing the rods 2 and 22 to -

be made shorter than would otherwise be
the case. S

The shaft 18 at one end of the frame has
thereon a notched wheel 5, as well as a loose
lever 6 which carries a catch 23. This catch
has an upper stem 23 slidably mounted in
lugs 24 on the lever, and a collar 26 with a
spring 25 colled around the stem and bear-
Ing between the collar and one of the lugs to
normally engage the catch with one of the
notches in the wheel 5. The catch may be
disengaged by pulling up on the finger piece
23%, which allows the lever to swing on the
shatt to vary its angle of engagement with
the wheel 5, thereby accommodating the
lever to kegs or barrels of various sizes.
That 1s, with a short keg the lever will be set
so that the carriages are comparatively close
together, while with a long keg the lever
will be changed tobring the carriages farther
apart, the lever being at all times maintained
I convenient position for operation.

Located midway between the end frames
1 1s a central standard 20 which is straddled
by rack bars and depending from a head 10.
The rods 2 and 2> may be made to extend
through holes in the standard 20. The rack
bars 8 slide vertically between upper and
lower guide lugs 22 and 222 on the standard,
and the lugs 22 have centering screws 21
for centering the barrel support, the screws
being preferably backed off a little to allow
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the bars to swing a trifle. The head 10 has

a central upwardly projecting bung plug 11
on which 1s fitted a table 9 which carries the
barrel. This table has raised corners 92, and
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a hole 9* in the middle through which the
plug 11 fits. The head 10 also has upwardly
projecting studs 27 which extend through
arc slots 9¢ 1n the table. This arrangement
allows the table to turn horizontally on the
plug 11 as a pivot, to a limited extent. This
oives the barrel a slight amount of horizon-
tal play or movement which permits 1t to
accommodate itself to the plane of the
branding irons, in order that they may come
flatly against the heads of the keg when the
pressure is applied.

The teeth 8 of the rack bars 8 are engaged
by pinions 15 mounted on a shaft 19 which
has its bearings in the standard 20. 'Ths
shaft carries a ratchet 13 and a hand wheel
12, and the ratchet is engaged by a pawl 14
on the standard. By turning the hand wheel
the rack bars and barrel support may be
raised or lowered, the pawl being first re-
Jeased when the support 1s lowered and serv-
ing at other times to hold the support in ad-
justed position.

In operation, the barrel support is raised
or lowered to proper position accoraing to
the size of the barrel to be treated, which 1s
then mounted on the table with its bung hole
fitting the plug 11 which centers the barrel
in position. Then by swinging the lever
the proper direction the carriages are moved
toward each other and the branding irons
applied to the heads of the barrel, to 1mpress
the brand. By swinging the lever 1n oppo-
site direction the carriers are backed off to
permit removal of the barrel.

Various modifications may be made with-
in the scope of the invention. The table,
particularly, can be modified to support
boxes or the like, and the machine adapted
for various other uses which will be ap-
parent to those skilled 1n the art. The upper
and lower bearings of the carriage wheels
on the rods 2 and 2* insure rigidity of the
carriages, which are preferably formed with
spaced sides between which the rods extend,
the wheels being grooved so that lateral dis-
placement of the carriages is prevented.

What is claimed is:

1. In a branding machine, the combina-
tion of a frame having upper and lower
horizontal longitudinal guide rods extend-
ing across the same, carriages for branding
irons, mounted to travel on sald rods and
having bearings on the upper side of one
rod and the lower side of the other and also
having upwardly extending arms for sup-
porting the branding irons, flexible means
connected to the carriages for moving the

“same toward and from each other, and means

to support the article to be branded above
the rods and between said carriages.

2. In a branding machine, the combina-
tion of a frame having upper and lower

parallel guides, carriages for branding irons
mounted opposite to each other on said
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ouides and each havifig a two point bearing
on one side of one guide and a bearing on
the opposite side of the other guide, and
means to support the article to be branded,
between said carriages.

3. In a branding machine, the combina-
“tion of a frame having upper and lower
parallel guides, carriages for branding irons,
mounted oppositely on said guides, each car-
riage having an inwardly projecting knee

per rod and a depending leg provided with
a bearing on the lower rod, and means to
support an article to be branded, between
sald carriages.

- 4. In a branding machine, the combina-
tion of a frame having upper and lower
parallel guide rods, carriages for branding

carriage having a front and rear roller bear-
ing on the upper rod and a depending leg
with a roller bearing on the lower rod and
an upwardly extending support Zfor the
branding iron, and means to support the
article to be branded between said carriages
and above the rods.

5. A barrel support for a branding ma-
chine, comprising an upright member pro-
vided with a head at the top having a bung
plug, and a table mounted on the head and

extends.

6. In a branding machine, the combina-
‘tion of a frame, carriers for branding irons
mounted therein for rectilinear movement
toward and from each other, and an article
support located between the carriers, said

“support having limited lateral movement to
aline the article with the irons. .

7. In a branding machine, the combina-
tion of a frame, carriers for branding irons
mounted thereon for rectilinear movement
toward and from each other, and an article
support located between the carriers and
mounted on a vertical pivot, and having also
limited lateral movement. -

8. In a branding machine, the combina-
tion of a frame, a standard having verftical
ouides, a barrel support movable up and
down 1m the guides, said guides being ad-

limited lateral movement, and carriers for
branding irons mounted on the frame on op-
posite sides of the support. | '

9. In a branding machine, the combina-
tion of a frame, carriers for branding irons
movable toward and from each other on the
- frame, a belt extending across the frame and
-connected to the carriers on opposite runs
respectively, a lever, and connectionis be-
tween the lever and the belt adjustable to
vary the position of the lever with respect
to the belt. ' |

10. In a branding machine, the combina-

tion of a frame, cariiers for branding irons

or part provided with a bearing on the up-

having an opening through which the plug
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1rons, mounted oppositely on said rods, each
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justably spaced from the support to permit -
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movable toward and from éach other on the | lever and engageable in different notches in
irame, a belt extending across the frame and | the wheel. - 10
connected to the carriers on opposite runs In testimony whereof, I do affix my sig-
respectively, a lever, and connections be- | nature in presence of two witnesses.

tween the lever and the belt adjustable to o HENRY WAIBEL.
vary the position of the lever with respect | Witnesses: -

to the belt, said connections including a MoxroE E. MiLLERr,

notched wheel, and a catch carried by the| = Jomwy A. BomMHARDT.
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