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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Axpkew N. SEVERSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Maple Park, in the county of Kane, State of
1llmois, have invented certain new and use-
tul Improvements in Sod-Cutting Attach-
ments for Spades; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates generally, to spades,
and particularly to that class employed in
excavating ditches.

~The object of the invention is in a ready
and practical manner, and without material
change 1m the structural arrangement of a
spade, to adapt it for cutting the sod in ad-
vance of and on both sides of the blade,
whereby the necessity of incising the sod, as

a separate operation, as 1s necessary with.

spades of the ordinary construction, is ren-
dered unnecessary, thereby materially less-

ening the labor incident to digging, and in

direct proportion increasing the per diem.

excavating capacity of a workman.

With the above and other objects in view
as will appear as the nature of the invention
1s better understood, the same consists, gen-
erally stated, in an attachment for spades

- comprising a spade-shoulder engaging mem-
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ber constituting a foot rest, a sod cutting
member connected therewith, and means for
securing the cutting member to a spade
blade. The foot rest consists of a length of
metal provided with a longitudinal channel
to receive the spade shoulder, and furnished
at one end with an upturned toe to bear
against the spade handle or ferrule adjacent
to the blade, and intermediate of its ends
with a plurality of orifices to receive the
upper end of the shank of the sod cutter, this
portion of the attachment being threaded to

‘recelve a nut by which the two members are

held firmly assembled. The lower end of
the sod cutter 1s thin and relatively long to
provide a cutting edge that is disposed at
right angles to the face of the spade blade.
As a matter of further improvement, the
shank of the cutter is held assembled with
the blade by a pair of clips the ends of

which project beyond the edge of the blade |

to form a crotch or seat in which the shank
18 firmly secured. The provision of a plu-
rality of orifices in the foot rest is of great

tor use in connection with any of the stand-
ard malkes of spades on the market.

The invention consists further in the va-
rious novel details of construction of a sod
cutting attachment for spades, as will be
heremnafter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part ox this specification, and in which like
characters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts, Figure 1 is a view in elevation of
a spade blade, and a portion of the handle
thereof, showing the former equipped with
the attachment constituting the present in-

vention. i1g. 2 1s a view 1n side elevation,

on an enlarged scale, of one of the sod cut-
ters, showing more particularly the dispo-
sition of the clips by which the shank is held
assembled with the spade blade. TFig. 3 is
an 1nverted perspective view of the foot rest.

Referring to the drawings, 6 designates
the lower portion of the handle of a spade,
and 7 the blade thereof, and as these parts
may be of the usnal or any preferred con-
struction, further description thereof is
cleemed unnecessary.

The present invention, as above stated,
resides 1 a novel form of sod cutting at-
tachment which is adapted for ready con-
nection with and disconnection from the
spade blade, and as the attachment is dupli-
cated on each side or edge of the blade, a
description of one will serve for both.

The attachment comprises a foot rest 8,
which 1s constructed from a length of metal
provided with a longitudinal channel 11
to receive the shoulder of the spade, where-
by to prevent the rest from having any
swinging movement relatively to the spade
blade. The inner end of the rest is up-
turned to provide a toe 9 that is designed
to bear against the handle 6 adjacent to the
blacle, and which is provided with an orifice
10 to receive a bolt 12 by which the two foot
rests are firmly secured to the handle, as
clearly shown in Fig. 1. The foot rest is
provided, within the channel, with a plu-
rality of orifices 15, of which any desired
number may be furnished, and which are
designed to receive a reduced threaded ex-
tension 20 of the sod cutter, a nut 21 turned
upon the extension and bearing upon the
toot rest serving to clamp the two parts of
the structure firmly together. A plurality
ot orifices 15 is provided for the purpose
of adapting the attachment for use in con-

importance, as it will adapt the attachment | nection with spades of different widths, so
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that the attachment may be secured to any
size spade that 1t 1s desired to employ.

The cutter embodies a shank 18, and a
blade 17 the latter terminating 1 an ap-
proximately straight cutting edoe 19 that
may be dlsposed at any desired distance
above the edge of the spade blade. The rear
edge of the “eutter is straight, and 1s dis-
posud approximately at 1'101113 dnnles to the
cutting edge 19, and 1s deswnud to be dis-
posed Hush with the rear side of the spade
blade, thus to obviate the presentation ot
a2 pre]ectmo part that would increase the
difficulty of using the implement. The for-
ward edge of the cutter is formed in this
1115’[:;;111&, on a compound curve, but this 1s
not essential as 1t may be otherwise con-
toured, and still be within the scope of the
invention. As a means for holding the cut-
ter rigid with relation to the blade, a pair
of clips 22 and 23 is provided which are held
a&sunbkd with the blade by a bolt 24. it
will be noted by reference to I[1g. 1 that the
clips are so positioned as not to present ob-
structions which wowd interrere with the
penetration of the spade blade into the soil,
and are necessary in order to relieve 511;_1111
from the threaded extensions 20, which
would probably not be able to withstand
the leverage to which they would be sub-
jected 1n the use of the 1mplement.

As will be obvious, the only change that
will be required 1m a spade to adapt it to
receive this attachment will be the provision
of orifices in the blade to receive the bolts
24, and an orifice in the handle to receive
the bolt 12, and as these may readily be pro-
vided by an ordinary mechanie, it will be
seen that the adaptation of the attachment
to a spade will be a matter of but small
labor, and requiring no particular skill.

From the above description 1t will be ap-
parent that although the 1improvements here-
in set forth are simple 1 character, they
will be thoroughly efficient for the pulposab
designed, and “will result, 1 use, in an 1n-
creased amount of effective work without
any material addition to the labor of the
workman.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An attachment for spades comprising
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| a foot rest, and a sod cutter connected there-

with,

2. An attachment for spades comprising
a foot rest, and a sod cutter connected for
10110 itudinal acjustment therewith.

3. An attachment for spades comprising
a channeled foot rest, and a sod cutter con-
nected therewith.

4. An attachment for spades comprising
a foot rest provided at one end with means
for connecting it with a spade handle, and
a sod cutter connected with the foot rest.

5. An attachment for spades comprising
i) 101101tuc1111a11V channeled foot rest pro-
vided at one end with means for attachment
with a spade handle, and a sod cutter con-
nected with the foot rest.

tachment for spades comprising

An at
a foot rest provided with a plurality of
orifices, and a sod cutter havmg a part to
engage with any one of the orifices. -
. An attachment for spades comprising
3] foot rest provided with a plurality of
orifices, a sod cutter having a part to engage
any one ot the orifices, and means for secur-
ing the part within the appropriate orifice.

8. An attachment for spacdes comprising
a longitudinally channeled foot rest provided
with a plurality of alined orifices, a soda cut-
ter having a part to engage any one of the
orifices, and means for securing the part
within an appropriate orifice.

9. An attachment for spades comprising
a foot rest, a sod cutter connected therewith,
and clips for connecting the cutter to the
blace of a spade.

10. An attachment for spades comprising
a longitudinally channeled foot rest pro-
vided with a plurality of alined orifices, a
sod cutter having a reduced extension to
engage any one of the orifices, means for
securing the extension within 'the appro-
priate ou.ﬁu., and means for attaching the
cutter to a 5pqde bladle.

In testimony whereof, 1 aflix my signa-
ture, in presence of tv«o witnesses.

ANDREW N. SEVDRSO"\T

Witnesses:
Twos. M. Crirrr,
NiLs Mi1prer.
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