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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joux A. MarrIN, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Cen-
terville, in the county of Appanoose and
State of Iowa, have mmvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Violins, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawing.

My 1nvention relates to violins, and it con-
sists 1n the construction and arrangement of
parts as will be hereinafter described and
particularly pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a front view of my improved violin;. Fig. 2
1s a view of the same on an enlarged scale
with the greater portion of the back piece
broken away; Fig. 3 is a sectional view on
the line z—x Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a cross sec-

‘tional view of the form oef.;'bass bar taken on

the line 4—4 of Fig. 2; and Figs. 5 and 6
are modified forms of bass bars.

Referring to the drawing, which illus-
trates the preferred form of my invention, 1
cesignates the sounding board of a violin,
which 1s provided on the under side of the
sounding board with a bass bar (2). The
bass bar, as shown, 1s preferably an integral
part of the sounding board, and is left
thereon when the same is being carved, and
hence the fibers and grain of the bass bar

run in the same direction as those of the

sounding board. The bass bar is so located
that the G string (4) of the instrument lies
directly over its center, as indicated in dot-
ted lines 1n Fig. 2, said bass bar being thick-
est at a poimnt 2¢, intermediate its ends, said
thickness decreasing gradually to a point or
edge at each end. The point (2°) of the
bass bar 1s located directly beneath the
bridge (3), and 1t will be noted that a
greater portion of the bar is above the
bridge than below it. It will also be noted
that the bass bar may be formed in a variety
of shapes, as shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, and
designated by the numerals (2), (22) and
(2*), but the principle is the same in all
forms, and that 1s, that i1t will be so located
on the under side of the sounding board that

the G string (4) will lie directly over its
center. By the use and arrangement of a
bass bar of this type, the tones of the violin
will be greatly improved and the rattling
and rasping sound, which is apparent in all
istruments, will be effectually obviated.

The box of my violin, it will be noted, is
formed with but two corners (5) and (6),
mstead of four. The corners (5) and (6)
are located back of the bridge, and this con-
struction will be found to greatly improve
the tone of the instrument.

In my violin I use but three strips or
pieces to form the band that connects the
sounding board (1) and the back (7) of
the mnstrument together. From the corner
(5) around the end of the instrument to the
opposite corner (6) is one continuous end
piece or strip (8). From the corner (5)
to the neck (9) 1s a side piece or strip (10),
and from the corner (6) to the neck is an-
other side piece (11). It will be noted that
the side pieces (10) and (11) at their up-
per ends, are formed with short depending
portions (12) and (13), respectively, for
attachment to the sides of the neck (9).

The sound holes or openings (14) and
(15) are located from one-half to nine-six-
teenths of an inch forward of where they
are located in other instruments. In my
mstrument, it will be noted, that the bridge
1s contiguous the lower curved portions of
the sound holes.

What I claim 1s:—

A violin of the character described com-
prising a sounding board having a longi-
tudinal bass bar integral with its underside,
said bar being thickest at a point intermedi-
ate 1ts ends, said thickness decreasing gradu-
ally to a pomnt or edge at each end, said
thickest portion being located below one end
of the bridge of the instrument, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN A. MARTIN.
Witnesses:

AxrseErRT Roor,
Jorx J. TiBBers.
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