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Specification of Letters Patent.
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- Application flled September 13, 1909. Serial No. 517,801,

To all whom 3t may concern: -
Be it known that I, Georee T. McLkop, a
-citizen of the. United States, residing
Dedham, in the county of Norfolk and State
6 of Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
_ment 1n Brush-Cleaners, of which the fol-
- lowing description, in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification,
- like numergis on the (f:awings representing
10 like parts, - o | |
-~ The mvention to be hereinafter described

relates to brush cleaners.

~ In the manufacture of shoes, it is com- |

mon to apply to some-of the shoe parts a
16 dressing, preferably of liquid character, and
after the application thereof to subject the
shoe part thus treated to a rubbing or buffing
- a¢tlon by means of a brush. Owing to the
. character of the dressing, the brush elements
20 become saturated with the dressin
an extent as to render them inefficient in
‘treating the shoe. | S
- The amms and purposes of the present in-
vention are to provide means for readily
25 cleaning such brushes, all of which will be
made clear from the following description
and accompanying drawings GF one form of
means for carrying the invention into prac-
tical effect, it being understood that the in-
80 ventlon In its true scope is definitely de-
fined by the claims. |
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front ele-

- vation of a machine embodying the features

of the present invention; and Fig. 2 is a side
- 88 elevation, parts being shown broken away
- and 1n section, of a brush and its casing

with the brush cleaner in place.

Mounted on a suitable standard 1 is a
shaft 2 sustained by bearings 3 projecting |

- 40 from part of said column, said column be-
ing preferably divided to provide two arms
.4, 4 to support said bearings. The shaft 2
has mounted thereon between the bearings

3, 3 the fast and loose pulleys 5 and 6 by
€0 which said shaft may be rotated from any

‘suitable source of power, said shaft 2 being |

revented from endwise movement in its

,_ Eearings 3, 3 by means of suitable collars
- .1, T secured thereto, as .indicated in Fig, 1.
" 80 At its outer ends the shaft 2 carries two
brushes 8 and 9, one of said -brushes being

- preferably employed to apply liquid dress-

- 1ng to the shoe, and the other of said brushes
... being preferably designed to polish the sur-

at 4

‘brushes 8 an

to stich |

face to which the liquid dressing has been 55
apﬁhed' by the other brush. - .-
rojecting laterally from the column 1

on either side thereof iz an arm 10 for sup-

porting a brush casing, said brush casing In
the present form of the invention prefer- 0
ably comprising a lower portion 11, Fig. 2,
fixed to said arm 10, and a removable sec-
tion 12 secured thereto by suitable means
such as screw bolts 13 and 14 passing
through appropriate lugs 15 and 16 secured 88
respectively to the removable and stationary
section of the casing. This general char-
acter of casing is desirable in order that the
5 Y may be conveniently re-
moved from their supporting shaft 2 by 70
removai of the removable casing section 12.
The parts so far described comprise the
elements ordinarily in use during the ap- -
plication of the liguid dressing and the sub-
seqient golishing operations. 75
fa%lxten_ ing into the stationary section 11
of the casing is & pipe 17 which has a trans-
versely extending arm 18 within the casing -

provided with a series of apertures and

closed at its outer end as by a cap 19, the 80
conseetieiton being such that water or other
fluld may be forced through said pipe 17
into the brush casing and be directed upon
the brushes therein, If desired, the pipe 17
may be provided with a valve 20 to regulate 85

| the flow of hiquid therethrough.

At 1ts lowest portion the stationary sec-
tion 11 of the casing is provided with a
drain or waste opening 21 which is in com-
munilcation with a waste pipe 22 whereby 90

the casing may be properly drained, as will

be clear. - ~

- Asindicated in the right of Fig. 1, it will

be noted that the front portions of the
brushes 8 and'9 are exposed, that is, the 95
brush casings do not ordinarily surround the
brushes entirely, to permit a sufficient sec-
tion thereof to be available to the operator

for properly applying the liquid dressing

and polishing a shoe surface. When, how-
ever, the said brushes are to be cleaned, the
present 1nvention contemplates a complete
inclosure of the brushes, as will now be ex-
plained. | | ~

The exposed or open front portion of the 105
brush casing is adapted to be closed by &

cleaner section 23 which extends from the/\
upper portion 24 of the removable section 19

100
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to Lhe lower front portion 25 of the lower | the presentation of a
- fixed section 11, sald cleaner s

ection 23 being
sultably retained in place by means of screw
bolts 26 which pass through suitable lugs 27,
2{ on sald cleaner section and the adjacent
sections 11 and 12. In order that the joint
between the several sections of the casing

may be made liguid tight, they are prefer-

ably formed as indicated 1n Fig. 2, that 1s,
one section has a portion 28 with a seat for
a rubber packing 99 against which rests the
edge 30 of the adjacent section, the construc-
tion being such that upon setting up the
holding devices or bolts 26, the edges 80 may
be forced against the rubber packing 29 to
torm a suitable tight joint. | -

2he cleaner section 28 has a hollow cham-
ber portion 31 extending transversely there-

of and is provided opposite each of the
brushes 8 and ¢ with 2 perioration and bear-

ng 32 through each of which passes the stem
53 of a cleaner brush carrier, as indicated in
¥ig. 2. The stem 33 of each cleaner brush
carrier 1s preferably grooved as at 34 to en-
gage the end of a key or screw 35 extending
through each of
turning movement of each cleaner brush car-
prevented. At its outer
end, the cleaner brush carrier 83 has a han-
dle 36 and at its inner end within the casing
or chamber 31 it carries a brush 87, the bris
tles 38 of which are adapted to be forced
mto contact with the bristles of the brush 8
or 9 opposite which they are disposed, the
construction being such that the cleaner sec-
tion 23 may be clamped into position as indi-
cated 1m Kig. 2, the screw 35 loosened, and
the appropriate cleaner brush 87 forced in-
ward agaist the brush to be cleaned, where-
upon the screw 35 may be set up, if desired,

to mawtain the cleaner brush in_operative

relation with the brush being cleaned.
During the cleaning operation, water,
steam, or other fluid may be forced threugeh

5 the cleaner pipe 17 against the brush being

cleaned, and during the rapid rotation of
swid brush in contact with.the cleaner brush,
the gummed or hardened dressing may be
sotiened and removed, the waste material
finding exit from the brush easing through
the waste pipe, as hereinbefore indicated.

What 1s claimed 17 -

1. In a brush cleaner, the combination of

supperting frame, a casing supported on

said frame and having an open portion for
the presentation of a shoe to be treated by a
brush in said casing, a cleaner casing section
to close the open portion of the casing sup-
ported on the frame, and a cleaner brush
carried by said cleaner casing section and
adjustable with respect thereto. o

2. in 4 brush cleaner, the combinsation of
5 supporting frame, a casing supported Dy

the bearings 32 whereby

7,980

shoe to be treated by a
brush in said casing, a cleaner casing sec-
tion to close the open portion of the casing,
means ior detachably securing the cleaner
casing section in place to close said opening,
ana a cleaner brush carried by the cleaner
casing section to contact with and ciean the

‘brush in said casing.

3. in a brush cleaner, a supporting frame,
a casing supportéd on said frame and hav-
ing an open portion for the presentation of
q, shoe to be treated by a brush in said cas-
Ing, a cleaner casing section for closing the
sald open portion, a stem extending through

the cleaner casing section and carrying a

cleaner brush, and means permitting the
cleanér brush to be adjusted toward and

away ifrom the brush within the casing on

the supporting frame. - .
4. In a brush cleaner, the combination of

9 supporting irame, a casing supported on

said frame and having an open portion for

the presentation of a shoe to be treated by a

brush 1n said casing, a cleaner casing section

adapted to.close the open portion of the cas-
ing and having

a cleaner brush chamber,
means for detachably securing the cleaner
casing section in place to elose said open-
ing, and a cleaner brush carried by the
cleaner casing section to contact with and
clean the brush in the casing supported by
the frame. | |

0. In a brush cleaner, the combination of
a supporting frame, a casing supported on
said frame and having an open portion for
the presentation of a shoe to be treated by a

brush in said casing, a fluid sqpf)ly pipe

70

80

85

90

99

100

leading into said casing, a drain leading

feom the casing, a cleaner casing section
adapted to close the open portion of said
casing, a cleaner brush, a cleaner brush car-
rier extending through the wall of the

cleaner casing section and adjustable to pre-

sent the cleaner brush against the brush in
the casing, and means for securing the
cleaner brush in adjusted position.

6. In a brush cleaner, the combination of
a supporting frame, a casing supported on
said frame and having an open portion for
the presentation of a shoe to be treated by a
brush in said cdsing, a cleaner casing section
to close the open portion of the £asing sup-
ported on the frame, a
by said cleaner casing section, and a fluid
supply pipe for projecting a cleaning fluid
onto the brush in the casing.
" In testimony whereof, T have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence
of two subscribing witnesses.

. GEORGE T. MoLEOD.

Witnesses: | |
Axvrrop 31 Hanprny,
Larazring M. Grrasow,
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