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To all whom 2 may concern.

Be it known that I, Fraxk J. I'REDERICK,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Scranton, in the county of Lackawanna and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Sealing Means
for Registering Devices, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

The invention relates to an mmprovement
in sealing means for registering devices and
1s more particularly directed to a sealing
device adapted to secure a removable part
of a register, as the cap of a water meter
or the like, against unauthorized disconnec-
tion, whereby the consumer or unauthorized
person is prevented from having access to
the registering mechanism without the
knowledge of the proper authorities.

The main object of the present 1invention
is the provision of a flexible strip adapted
to be secured about the cap or other remov-
able part of the register, with its terminals
securec to a relatively fixed part of the
body, a sealing strip being utilized for the
final connection, ~whereby the part to be
protected is held against unauthorized re-
moval from the body.

The invention will be described in the
following specification, reference being had
particularly to the accompanying drawings,
in which :— | '

Figure 1 is a view in elevation, 1llustrat-
ing the application of my improved sealing
means to a water meter. Fig. 2 1s a per-
spective view of the sealing means.

Referring particularly to the accompany-
ing drawing, it will be noted that my im-
provement is shown in connection with a
water meter comprising a body 1 having
inlet and outlet pipes 2 and 3 and a cap 4
desioned to carry the registering dials, the
cap being provided with a hinge cover 5
arranged for free unobstructed movement
so that the dials may be inspected at any
time. The cap 4 1s preferably secured in
place by a suitable fastening means passed
through diametrically arranged registering
ears 6 projecting from the cap and upper
portion of the body, and 1t 1s to prevent the

unauthorized removal of this cap that the

present invention 1s designed.

In carrying out the invention I provide a
flexible strip 8, as of wire or the like, one end
of which 1s flattened at 9 and formed with
an elongated aperture 10, the opposing end

with an elongated aperture 12. In apply-

ing the seal one terminal of the strip is
looped about one of the pipe connections to
the body of the meter, as the outlet pipe 3,
atter which the strip 1s passed to and around
the cap in loop form, as at 13, the wire being
intertwisted to tighten the loop about the
cap, the Intertwisted portion preferably

resting 1mmediately above one pair of alined

ears 6 and 7, as shown. Krom the loop a
strip 1s projected toward the opposing pipe
section or inlet 2, about which 1t 1s partially

looped, as at 14. A sealing strip 15 1s

passed through the opening 12 in the termi-
nal portion 11 of the strip and over the
upper portion of the inlet pipe, forming
with the strip 8 a complete encircling inlet
pipe. 'LThe terminals of the sealing strip 15
are passed on opposite sides of the strip 8
opposite the terminal 11 thereof, so as to
include said strip within the loop formed
by the sealing strip, one end of the sealing
strip being flattened at 16 and formed with
an opening 17 to just permit the passage of
the sealing strip 15 i1n normal condition.
When the parts have been applied as de-

scribed that end of the sealing strip passed
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through the opening 17 beyond said strip 1s

flattened or enlarged, as at 18, forming a
surface on which a seal may be duly um-
pressed. The sealing strip 8 1s thus locked
to the inlet and outlet pipes of the meter
bocdy and 1s utilized to prevent possibility
of separation of the cap 4 from the body.
In this connection it 1s 1important to under-
stand that the sealing strip 15 1s entirely
separate from the strip 8, so that when re-
moval of the cap 4 to provide access to the
meter 1s essential breakage or cutting of the
sealing strip 15 will permit such access
without 1n any way destroying the strip 8.
The sealing function of the strip 8 1s thus
maintained perfect at all times, the neces-
sity of access to the meter through the re-
moval of the cap requiring only the renewal
of the sealing strip 15. As these strips 15
are of materially less length than the strips
8 an 1mportant saving is thus occasioned as
compared with a construction in which the

renewal of the entire sealing media 1s neces-

sary in each removal of the cap 4. While
shown and described in connection with the
water meter, it 1s obvious that the Improve-
ment 1s adapted for use with any registering
apparatus 1n which 1t is 1mportant that the

being similarly flattened at 11 and formed | user be prevented from having access to the
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registering mechanism and the primary
tunction of the device is to prevent tamper-
ing with the meter connections or the regis-
tering dials to prevent proper registration
of the quantity of material used. The char-
acter of the strips 8 and 15 is not important
except that they must be more or less flexi-
ble and I contemplate the use of any desired
material 1n the construction of these strips.

Having thus described the invention what
1s claimed as new, is:—

1. A sealing strip for registers including
a looped end and an auxiliary strip to seal
the opposing end into loop form.

2. The combination with a water meter
including a removable cap, of a sealing strip
comprising a section of wire Iooped at one
end about a fixed part of the meter, looped
intermediate its ends about the cap, and
secured at the opposing end to another fixed
part of the meter.

3. The combination with a water meter
including a removable cap, of a sealing strip
comprising a section of wire looped at one
end about a fixed part of the meter, looped
intermediate 1ts end about the cap, partly
looped at the remaining end about a fixed
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part of the meter, and an auxiliary sealing
strip to secure said partly looped end against
cisconnection.

4. A sealing strip comprising a wire sec-
tion having its terminals flattened and
formed with apertures, and an auxiliary
sealing strip of a size to pass through one
of the apertures and having one of its ends
flattened and formed with an aperture cor-
responding approximately to the size of the
auxihiary sealing strip.

5. A sealing device for registers including

a flexible strip to be centrally engaged with
a movable part of the register and loosely
engaged at one end with a fixed part of the
register, an auxiliary sealing means to
loosely secure the remaining terminal of the
strip to a fixed part of the register, whereby
upon the rupture of the auxiliary sealing
means the flexible strip may be removed
Intact.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

FRANK J. FREDERICK.

Witnesses:
Crara L. Woobrurr,
Jouxn K. Murrry.
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