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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Mary A. Brown, a
citizen of the United éta.tes, residing in the
borough of Manhattan, in the city, county,
and State of New York, have invented a
new and usetul Improvement in Card-In-
cdlexes, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. |

My 1nvention relates to improvements in
indexes which are composed of separate cards
upon each of which a name, subject, date,

or other information 1s inscribed, and which |

are then arranged in boxes, drawers, etc.,
and disposed 1n order chronologically,
alphabetically or otherwise, according to the
uses tor which they are designed. As these
cards are arranged for use the upper part,
sides and corners of them are accessible,
and they are separated, or “run over” by
applying the finger either at the top or at
the side or corner of the card, and in using
the cards 1t 1s often tedious and difhcult to
separate them because of the tendency of the
cards to stick together. IFurthermore, often
two cards stick together, and when 1t 1s de-
sired to use them 1n haste, two cards are
often passed over as one, and in that way
mistalkes are made. The corners of the
carcls, which to most users are the con-

venlent parts for separating them, also soon
become worn, and increase the difficulty of |

using the cards quickly and accurately.

The object of my invention is to provide
separators by which the index cards are
kept apart from each other, and- by means of
which they may be “run over” quickly
without touching the index cards at all, and
furthermore, if the cards have been once
properly placed, by means of which two
cards can not easily be run over as one.

In the drawings several illustrations of
my invention are shown. .

Ifigure 1 is a perspective view of a drawer
partly filled with index cards to which my
separator has been applied. Fig. 2 is a
view of the separator fingers attached to or
forming a part of a retaining edge adapted
to lie on the bottom of the box or drawer.
Fig. 8 1s a view of an arrangement of the
separator fingers as sliding on little rods or
flat wires. If1g. 4 1s a view of a perpen-
dicular body portion from which the sep-
arator fingers project. Iig. 5 1s a perspec-
tive view oi the sheet and fingers of Fig.
4, inserted in a suitable support. Ifig. 6 is
a plan view of the support shown in Fig. 5.

| F1g. 7 1s an end view of the blocks 10 and

11. HKigs. 8,9, 10 and 11 show various forms
of fingers. Fig. 12 is a top plan view of
Hig. 8. | '

In the example of my invention shewn in

Ifig. 1, the drawer containing the index

cards is marked 1, the index cards 2, and the
rod which passes through the index cards
when a rod is used, is marked 8. In this
example of my invention the fingers 4, 4,
by which the index cards are separated, are
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cut out of a blank of suitable material, and

pent upward, leaving a portion, as 5, of

~the blank which 1s to lie flat horizontally on

the bottom of the box or drawer, and on this
rest the cards,2. Incasearod isemployed to
keep the cards, 2, 2, 1n place, a suitable open-
ing, 6, may be provided in the middle of
the finger portion. This can conveniently
be done without interfering with the orderly
appearance of the fingers, 4, 4, as they pro-
ject above the cards, by mnarrowin
of the fingers, as 04, 04, near the middle, and

shaping them in a sloping position, so that

no open part will appear at the top. In
this way also all the space at the top will

be utilized and equally distributed between

some
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the fingers, 4, 4, as shown in Fig. 1. The

fingers, 4, 4, are conveniently bent up from

the horizontal portion, 5, in progressive ad-

vance, so as to leave a convenient space for
an Index card between every two fingers,
without packing the cards too tight be-

tween the fingers. As the fingers need not

overlap each other they do not take up much
more space than several thicknesses of the

material of which they are composed, in-

stead of 16 times such thickness, which is
also an advantage. '

In IF1g. 3, another example of my inven-
tion 1s shown.
frame, 1n which a series of thin rods or flat
wires, 8, 8, are secured in any convenient
manner, as for instance, one end of each

- rod, 8, may be fastened into one end of the

frame, 07, as shown 1n Fig. 3, and the other
end of the frame, 7, may be provided with a

notch 70 for each rod, 8, into which the rod

is to be pushed after the fingers, 9, 9, have
been mounted thereon. In the frame shown
1in the Kig. 3 example of my invention there

are three fingers, 9, 9, mounted upon each

rod, 8, which 1s a convenient number for
some purposes, but of course the frames
may be made of any size desired, as one
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In this, 7, 7, is a suitable
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 frame may be made to fill the whole of the
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box or drawer, or sels of frames may be
made, of aunab ¢ size, when a designated set
is insertec cd, to fill up a box o drawer. If
a rod, such as 3, 1s used 1n connection with
this example of my invention, the rod may
be disposed above the frame, 7
fingers, 09, 09, toward the middle of the
irame may also be inclined, 1f desired, to
allow the rod to pass along the middle with-
out leaving an opening in the top of the
row of fingers. 1f no rod 3 is to be used,
then of course there need be no sloping of
the fingers, 09, 09, 1n the middle of the set.
In I'igs. 4, 5, and 6 I show another ex-
ample ot my 1111‘811t10n In this a pair
of blocks, 10. 11, 1s employed for each of a
set of fingers, 19 12. These fingers may be
cut out of a suitable blank, leaving a strip,
13, at the lower part uncut, as shown in Fig.
4, m which case all the fingers in the set
would be joimned at the bottom, as indicated.
The blocks 10 and 11 may be notched and
recessed near their upper part only, and 1n
such manner that a projecting part from one
of the Dblocks fits into a recess opposite
thereto in the other block, leaving the lower
portion of the blocks 10 and 11 smooth.
Then when the finger piece, 12, 13, 15 1n-
serted between them, the bottom 1}01’[1011 13,
will be clamped between the smooth sides of
the lower portion of the blocks, and the
fingers, 12, 12, will be twisted bV the pro-
jecting portion of one block into the ve-
cessedd portion of the other block, so as to
assume an upright position along the diag-
onal line shown in F 1. 6. Of course, it w1 il
be understood that each notch "’

and each
recess 1s of a size and shape to take in one
of the finger parts, 12. 12, and hold the same
twisted 1n place. so as to allow one of the
index cards to rest on the blocks, 10, 11,
between each pair of the fingers. If desired
the notches and recesses 1n the blocks. 10,
11, mav extend along their entire meeting
faces, and fingers as 12, 12, mav be cut, each
entively separvate from the others, and each
attached to one of the recess parts cut
into the blocks, 10, 11, and there secured.,
either by a pin or by being glued thereto, or
1n any other convenient manner, and sup-
ported exactly in place by the-opposite meet-
ing face of the other block. The blocks, 10,
11 may be fastened together by screws, pins.
clamps,_ or 1In any convenient manner, and
thus form units of sets of fingers to be used
in the boxes or drawers, and they may be
promded with thumb notehes, as shown at
14, in Kigs. 5 and 6.

In the example of my invention shown in
Fig. 8, the fingers, 15, 15, are curved side-
wise toward the left side of and beyond the

cards, 2; and 1n the example of my 1nven-
tion shown in Fig.9,the fingers, 16,16, are
curved eldewrse toward the .uoht side of the
cards, 2;

, and the

056,475

015, 015, and 016, 016, are so spaced as to
peumt the 1119@1&011 of a holding device,
through the opening, 17, 17, In each case,
and also to preserve the umfoumtv of the
projecting portions of the fingers.

In If1g. 10 another example of my inven-
tion is shown in which the fingers, 18, 18
are formed 1110‘111‘11117 to pm]ect be;rond the
left margin of the cards, 2, and the fingers,
018, 018, are spaced to permit the inser ton
of 2 retaining rod, as 3, in the hole 03, with-
out mterfermﬂ with the unitormaity of the
projecting ends of the ingers, 18, 18. Of
course, 1t will be understood that the Pro-
jecting ends of the fingers, 18, 18, may like-
wise be reversed, and used to plO]ect beyond
the right mar 0'111 of the cards, 2, as in the
case of the ﬁnoelg 16, 16, shown in Fio. 9.

In Fig. 11, another e\‘lmple of my inven-
tion 1s shown, in which there are two sets of
fingers, the ends 19, 19, of one set plo]ectmg
bevond the left side of the cards, 2, and the
encls, 20, 20, of the other set ]Jlo]ectmn be-
yond the right side of the cards, 2

The lower ends of the ﬁngels, lo,, 015, 16,
016, 17, 017, 18, 018, 19, and 20, may be se-
cured in place bv 2 horizontal por tion, 5, as
are the fingers, 4, 04, shown in Fige. 2 or
they may be d15 Yosed on rods, 8, 8, as are
the fingers 9, 09 shown 1n Flg. 3, or they
may be arra.nged between suitable blocks
similar to blocks, 10, 11, shown in Fig. 53 or
they may be 5'111013? cut out and Olued or
otherwise secured to suitable blocks similar
to blocks 10 and 11, as desired.

Ifor securing the cards, 2, 2, in place any
suitable rod or holder may be emploved, fmd
the cards perforated or notched to take in
the same, and a suitable opening provided in
the cards between or on the side of the fin-
gers. In Ifig. 1, a rod, 3, 1s shown employed
for that purpose and 1n Flﬂ 10, a hole, 03,
for the purpose of taking in Usuch rod. An-
other holding device indicated is that in

which rods or strips are arranged in the

side of the box or drawers, which may
be turned flush with the side of the box

or drawer, and 1nward to take into notches,

40, 40, as shown in Figs. 2 and 11. An-
other form of holder i1s a flat rod adapt-
ed to be in position to permit the with-
drawal of a card when the flat side 1s 1n a
vertical position, and to have the flat por-
tion turned horizontally to hold the cards in
place in an opening of the mushroom form,
17, 17, as shown 1n Figs. 8 and 9. DBut it
WIH be seen that, 1n addition to the holding
devices mentwned any other form may be
used for the cards, 2 2, 1n the free spaces, 21,
21, m Ifigs. 8, () 10 and 11. Any of the
forms of finger palts may be r1(:15:‘11:)‘(@(:1 to con-
form to such holding devices without dis-
torting the projecting ends of the fingers, by
merely leaning the adjoining finger portions

and the lower ends of the fi ngers, | as shown at 04 04, 09, 09, 018, ete.
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The finger arrangements shown in Figs. 8, |

9, 10 and 11 pelmlt use of both hands at the
same time in running over the index cards,
and they also have the advantage of not pro-

jecting so as to obscure the toplc or classifi-
cation cards which, as usually made, project
above the upper margm of the index cards.

For the boxes and drawers which are
made to contain thin cards about 3x5 inches
1 size, 1 have found that a finger set con-
sisting of from about 12 to 16 ﬁnﬂers 1S 2
convenient division for the size of the fing oers,
but of course, 1f desired the fingers may be
increased 1n Size, say about 8 to 10 in a set.
For sets of smaller cards it will be better to
use a small number of fingers 1 each set,
and this should be done for cards which are
made of heavy card board; for sets of larger
cards of course the number of fingers 1n a set
may be increased, it desirved. I do not limit
myself to any particular number of fingers
in each set. If desired, the projecting por-
tion of the fingers, or some of the ﬁnoers,
may be 1nscr ibed with a letter or numeml as
a gulde to the cards inclosed between them,

and the tops of the fingers may be either !

square, rounded, pomted &c., as desired.
The ﬁnﬂ'els may be made of thin sheets of

aluminum, tough card board, or
ANY other suitable material.

The blanks may consist of tough, stifi pa-
per, the whole of which may be strengthened
by a suitable woven fabric or similar mate-
rial.

In those instances of my invention in
which the fingers are arranged to project on
one side of the cards 0111y,' as illustrated 1n
Figs. 8, 9 and 10, there is a portion of the
ﬁno er blank on the side opposite to that
trom which the fingers project, which may
be extended above the index CELI"dS and on
the projecting ends of which a letter of ref-

erence or & numeml may be 1nscribed, as ;

shown at 22, 22, in Figs. 9 and 10.

Having thus descr ibed my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

<

1. A separator adapted to separate the in-
dividual cards of a card index, consisting of

- a part adapted to be placed beneath the in-

dex cards, such part provided with narrow
inger qtl"lpS or levers arranged laterally one
back of another in step like position and
adapted to be interposed between the indi-
Vldual cards and to project beyond the mar-
ogin of the same, substantially as described
and shown.

2. A separator device consisting of a series
of narrow fingers or levers adapted to be
placed between the individual cards of a
card index and to project beyond the margin
of such cards, such finger strips or levers se-
cured in suitable holding devices beneath the
cards, substantially as described and shown.

3. A separator adapted to be applied to a
card index to separate the imdividual cards,
consisting of a suitable holding device dis-
posed beneath such cards and a series of nar-
row finger strips or levers attached thereto

and pro;[ectmfr therefrom laterally in step

like arrangement, the upper portions of such

finger StI‘lpS or levers being free to pass be-
yond the margin of such cards, substantially
as described and shown.

4. A card index separator, consisting of a
series of narrow finger strips or levers dis-
posed in step like arrangement, and adapted
to be placed between the mdlmdual ‘cards
and prOJect beyond the margin of the same
above the bottom of the ca,rds, such finger
strips or levers suitably secured 1n position
beneath the index cards, substantially as de-
scribed and shown.

5. An improved card index, consisting of
2 series of index cards in combination with a

series of narrow separator strips or levers

adapted to be interposed between the index
cards to make them separable from each
other, snbstantially as described and shown.

MARY A. BROWN.

Witnesses:
Bexgayin H. NeweLL,
Wiriam D. Prex.
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