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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Marrma L. SwzorT-
RIDGE, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Indianapolis, in the county ot Marion and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Poultry-Killing
Apparatus; and I do declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part

~of this specification.
- This invention relates to apparatus where-

by poultry may be killed by decapitation and
held in a proper manner to permit free
bleeding to the desired extent, the invention
having “reference partlcularly to apparatus
on which a fowl may be placed and held

and whereby the head of the fowl may be

severed from the neck, the apparatus in-
cludmg adjustable means whereby the fow]
may be held either in an inclined position

or hung by its legs to permit proper bleeding.

The eb]ect of the invention is to provide
an 1mproved machine Whereby poultry may
be killed expeditiously and in a humane and
cleanly manner, another object being to
provide poultry-killing apparatus that will
be adapted to be readily kept in clean and
sanitary condition, and be durable and eco-
nomical in use.

With the above-mentioned and mmer ob-
jects in view, the invention consists In a
machine comprising a frame having a head-
plate and two projecting beams thereon, a

~ table pivoted at one end thereof to the ends
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of the beams, means for adjustably support-
ing the other end of the table, means for
bmdmo a Towl upon the table, and a knife
mounted on the frame for cutting off the
head of the fowl; and the invention consists
further in the novel parts, and -combinations
and arrangements of parts, as hereinafter
paltlcularly described and then pomted out
in the accompanying claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
top plan of the machine or apparatus I‘lg
2, a perspective view of the knife and its
frame Fig. 3, a side elevation of the ma-
chme, I‘lg 4, a front elevation of the ma-
chine; FKig. 5 a transverse sectional view

- on the hne A A in Ifig. 3; and Kig. 6, a
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fragmentary 10110‘1t11d111a1 sectlon on the line
B B 1n Fig. 1.
Similar reference characters in the various

figures of the drawings indicate correspond-

ing elements or features of construetlon re-

ferred to herein.

The frame mainly comprises a head-plate
1 which preferably has a flat top and is pro-
vided at one side thereof with a dewnwald

extending flange 2 having bolt-holes 8, 4, 4/,

therein to recelve securing bolts 5, 6, where-
by the flange and consequently the head-
plate may be secured to a post or timber
indicated by broken lines 7, 7.

8 and 9 extend herlzontally from the op-

posite ends of the head plate and the flange

and are thereby mainly supported, but the
beams preferably are braced by means of a
plate 10 adapted to be connected to the sup-
porting post or timber by means of the bolts
6, the plate having two arms 11 and 11’
thereen that are connected to the beams by
means of rivets 12 and 12" at a suitable dis-
tance from the head-plate.

The table comprises a main
which the body of a fowl may be placed, and
an integral shank part 14 extending from
one end of the main part, the shank part
being preferably somewhat narrower than

the main part fmd having lateral arms 15

Two beams
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part 13 on

80

and 15" on its end, which arms are provided

with downward extendlno* pivot bearings 16
and 167, respectively, that are connected
to a pivot rod 17 which 1s connected to the
end portion of the beams 8 and 9 so that
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the table may move up or down at its free -

end, the end of the shank being prowded
with a hook or projection 18 to which a

link of a chain 19 is connected, the chain
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being provided with a hook 20 at one end

the1eef the said end having another chain
21 prefelably of 1e1thely “smaller dimen-
sions diametrically that 1s adapted to be
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used for binding the legs of the fowl, 1t

being understood that the chain 19 may have

any one of its links connected to the hook

18 so as to bring the hook 20 as near as may
be desired to the end of the shank. The op-

| posite or forward end of the main part 13
has a relatively narrow extension 22 thereon

100

which extends nearly to the head-plate 1

so that the table may swing freely up or
down between the beams 8 and 9, and the
free end may be lowered away from the
head-plate and between the brace arms past
the rear side of the supporting post or tim-
ber. Normally the table 1s adjusted and
held 1n a suitable position so that when a
fowl is placed on the table its neck will

extend onto the head plate 1.
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the beam 9 1s provided with an eye 23 to
which one end of a chain 24 1s connected,
the chain extending under the main part 13
of the table and having one of 1ts links
connected removably to a heook or projection
25 with which the beam 8 is provided, so
that by disconnecting one link of the chain
from the hook and connecting another hnk
thereto the free end of the table may be re-

acjusted as to height. One side of the main

part 13 of the table 1s provided with an eye
26 to which 1s connected one end of a chain
27 that has 1ts opposite end portion connect-
ed adjustably to a hook or projection 28
with which the opposite side of the main
part 15 1s provided, the chain 27 being in-
tended for binding the body of the fowl
onto the main part of the table. The exten-
sion 22 of the table is provided with an
eve 29 on one side thereof to which one end
of a chain 30 1s connected, the opposite end
portion of the chain being connected adjust-
ably to a hoolk or projection 31 with which
the opposite side of the extension is pro-
vided, the chain 80 being adapted to pass
over the base portion of the neck of the
towl. The end portion of the extension 22
1s provided at one side thereof with another
eye 32 to which one end of a chain 33 is
connected, the opposite end portion of the
cham being connected adjustably to a hook
or projection 84 with which the opposite
sicle of the extension is provided. the chain
33 being adapted to be brought over the
neck of the fowl near its head, so as to hold
the neck down onto the table.

A frame-member 35 which preferably is
composed of a metallic plate is mounted up-
rightly on the top of the head plate 1 and
preferably is provided with two feet 36 and
36" whereby it is secured to the head-plate,
the middle portion of the frame-member
having an arch-way 37 in its under portion
through which the head of the fowl may be
passed. Another frame-member 38 is pro-
vided with a foot 39 whereby it is secured
upon the head plate 1 so that the member
38 stands up rearward of one end portion
of the member 35 and parallel thereto. A
knife frame 40 has a pivot hole 41 in one
end portion thereof to receive a pivot 42
whereby the knife frame’is pivotally mount-

~ed with 1ts pivoting end between the frame
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members 35 and 38 to be guided thereby,
said pivoting end of the knife frame having
a projection 43 thereon adapted to engage
the outer side of the beam 9 or the adjacent
end of the head-plate 1 when the knife
frame 1s moved upward pivotally somewhat
beyond the vertical position, so that the
free end of the knife frame may be sup-
ported within convenient reach of the op-
erator, the opposite end of the knife frame be-
ing provided with a handle 44 for its oper-

atton and control. Themiddle portion of the |

-
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under side of the knife frame has a recess
45 therein, and the under edge 46 of the
knife frame normally rests on the head-
plate 1 when notf in use or 1s stopped there-
by when the knife frame is swung down to
operative position. The knife frame is pro-
vided with two screws 47 and 47" above the
recess, and a relatively thin knife 48 1s
placed against the rear side of the knife
frame and has vertical slots 49 and 49" there-
1n to receive the screws whereby the knife
1s secured adjustably to the knife frame, so
that when the knife 1s reground and becomes
shorter 1t may be lowered and should be so

adjusted that its cutting edge will be near

but not in contact with the top of the head
plate 1 when the under side 46 of the knife
frame rests on the head-plate, to prevent the
cutting edge from becoming dulled on the
head-plate. With such adjustment there
will be no need of a cutting block under the
kmife, so that no wooden part or other part
that would be liable to become foul and
hard to clean 1s required.

In order to prevent the fowl from seeing
the descending knife as it approaches the
neck of the fowl the frame member 35 1is
preferably provided with a curved shield
50 that extends from the member above
the arch-way 37 forward a suitable distance
beyond the forward side of the head plate
1 so as to cover the head of the fowl when
11 1s 1n proper position for decapitation, and
also to some extent the member 385 itself
intervenes in the range of vision of the
towl, and therefore the killing may be ac-
complished 1 the proper manner and as
humanely as may be done under the re-
quired conditions.

In practical use the body of the fowl is
placed upon the table part 13 and is secured
thereto by the chain 27, its head being
passed through under the archway 37, with
the knife, of course, standing upward out
of the way, the neck being confined by the
chains 30 and 33. The chain 21 should be
passed around one leg of the fowl and con-
nected to the hook 20 and then passed
around the other leg and the end portion of
the chain connected also to the hook 20,
after which the chain 19 should be adjusted
as to length with respect to the hook 18,
then the knmife frame should be moved down
pivotally either by the handle 44 or pushed
down violently so that the knife will sever
the head from the neck of the fowl, after
which the chain 24 may be disconnected from
the hook 25 to permit the table to swing
adownward 1n suitable position for the fowl to
freely bleed as desired, the fowl being pre-
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vented from struggling and falling from

the table by the chains 27, 80 and 33, which
may be readily loosened when desired to
release the fowl from the table.

All portions of the machine, as will be

130
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seeri, may be composed of metal which may | hold the plate opposite to the flange, a table

be galvamzed and may be readily cleansed
%ftel having been used.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. Poultry-killing apparatus including a
frame comprising a head-plate, a knife to
cooperate with the head pla,te a  table
plvo‘c(,d to the frame remote irom the head-
plate to swing to or from the head-plate
to tempor auly support a fowl, removable
means for temporarily SU.ppOltlllU‘ the free
end of the table at the head-plate, the table
swinging downward away from the head-
plaﬁce when the removable means is removed,
and means for suspending the fowl when
the removable means 1s removed.

2. Poultry-killing apparatus including a
frame having a head- plate at one end there-
of, a table havmcr one end thereof pivoted
i the opposite end of the frame and ex-
tending substantially to the head-plate,
the table swinging downward when unsup-

ported, means for ad]ustftbly supporting the

free end of the table at the head-plate, a
chain connected to the pivoted end of the
table, a chain connected to the free end
1'101131011 of the table, and a knife mounted
movably on the frame to cooperate with the
head-plate.

3. Poultly killing apparatus Including a
frame comprising a head-plate and two
beams extending from opposite end portions

- of the head- 1ate and also an arch on the
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top of the head plate, a table having one end
thereof pivoted to the free end portlons of
the beams, removable means for adjustably
supportmo the other or free end of the
table at the head-plate, the table swinging
downward from the head-plate when unsup-
ported, means for holding a fowl on the
table with its neck under the arch, a knife-
frame pivoted upon the head- plate to swing
adjacent to the arch, and a knife secured
to the knife-frame.

4. Poultry-killing apparatus including a
frame comprising a head-plate and also an
arch on the head- plate provided with a
shield that extends forward from a side
thereof above the head-plate, a table mount-
ed adjustably in the frame rearward of the
arch and provided with a plurality of chains

- for holding a fowl thereon with 1its neck
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under the arch and the shield, a knife-
frame pivoted upon the frame t0 swing ad-
jacent to the arch, and a knife secured to
(he knife-frame to be moved thereby past
the arch and the shield and Substantially
to the head-plate.

b. Poultly—kllhng apparatus 1110111(11110‘ a,
frame comprising a head-plate and two pro-
jecting beams, the hea,d plate having a
flange theleon provided with bolt-holes, a
brace comprising a plate having two arms

pivoted at one end to the beams remote

from the head-plate and provided with
binding chains, a chain supported by the
beams and supporting the free end of the
table at the head-plate, the table swinging
downward away from the head-plate when
unsupported, an arched frame member on
the head-plate, and a knife mounted mov-
ably on the frame adjacent to the arched
member to cotperate with the head-plate.

6. Poultry-killing apparatus including a
frame having a head- plate at one end there-
of, a knife movable on the frame to or from
the head-plate, a table having one end thereof
pivoted to the frame remote from the head-
plate and 1its free end movable toward or
from the head-plate, removable means for
temporarily supporting the free end of the
table adjacent to the head-plate, the table
swinging downward from the head- plate

when unsupported, and a chain connected to

the pivoted end of the table for suspending
poultry after decapitation on the table.

7. Poultry-killing apparatus including a
frame comprising a head-plate and fwo
beams extending from the head plate, a chain
connected adjustably to the beams in prox-

imity to the head-plate, a table having one

end portion thereof pivoted to the beams
remote from the head-plate and 1its other
end supported adjustably on the cham m
proximity to the head-plate, the table swing-
ing downward from the head- plate when
unsupported, a chaln connected adjustably
to the adjustably supported portion of the
table, and a knife mounted movably on the
frame to coOperate with the head-plate.

8. In poultry-killing apparatus, the com-
bination of a frame comprising a horizontal
head - plate having a downward - extending
apertured flange “and - two relatively long
beams e*itendmcr horizontally from opposﬂ:e
end portions of the head- plate, a table piv
oted at one end thereof to the end portlons
of the beams remote from the head-plate, a
chain connected to one of the beams for sup-
porting the free end of the table, the table
swinging downward when unsupported a
hook on the other one of the beams to which
the chain may be connected, a hook on the
pivoted end of the table to supp01t a2 chain,
and a supporting chain having a hook there-
on 1ntermediate of its ends, with a knife

mounted on the frame to cooperate with
said head-plate.
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9. In poultry kﬂhng appar atus, the com-

bination of a frame comprising a head-plate
and two projecting beams and also a frame
member mounted upright on the head-plate,
the said member havmo' an archway in its
under side and a shield projecting from its
front side above the archway and over the
head-plate 1n the opposite direction from

thereon that are secured to the beams and | the beams, and a table supported adjustably
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by the beams, with a knife mounted on said
frame member and movable past the rear
end of the shield to the head-plate.

10. In poultry-killing apparatus, the com-

bination of a frame comprising a head-plate
and two projecting beams, a pivot-rod
mounted horizontally in the end portions of

the beams, a table comprising a main por-
tion having a shank on one end and a rela-
tively narrow extension on the opposite end
thereof, said shank being connected to the
pivot- -rod and having a ook thereon, said
maln portion of the table having a hook on
one edge and a chain on the 0pp031te edoe
thereof to be connected to the hook, said
extension having a hook on one edge and a
chain on the opposite edge thereof to be con-
nected to the hook, the table SWinging

956,202

toward or from the head-plate, a hook on

one of the beams, a chain connected to the
other one of the beams to extend under said
main portion of the table to the hook on

said one of the beams to support the free end
of the table temporarily, the table swinging
downward below the plane of the head phtﬂ

when its free end is unsupported, and a
chain having a hook thereon intermediate
1ts ends and connected to the hoolk on said
shank, with a knife mounted on the frame
to cooperate with the head-plate.

In testimony whereof, I aflix my signature

1n presence of two witnesses.

MARTHA L. SHORTRIDGE.

Witnesses:
Harry D. Pierson,
E. T. Smwvrus.
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