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To all whom t may concern:

- Be it known that I, Arrrep F. WaHITE
Diamonp, a-citizen of the United States, re-

‘giding at Slocomb, in the county of Geneva
‘and State of Alabama, have invented a new

and useful Oyster-Opener, of which the fol-

lowing 1s a specification.

This invention has reference to an 1m-
proved device for opening oysters in a quick
and convenient manner; and is designed to

enter the shell and sever the adductor muscle

of the oyster thus releasing the jaws thereot
and permitting the shell to be opened. Its
objects are to provide an oyster opener that
‘will perform ‘the functions above described,
in -2 manner that will eliminate all of the
injury which has heretofore been inflicted

upon the hands of the shucker.

- With the above and other objects in view,
this invention consists in the construction,
arrangement, and combination of parts, all
as hereinafter more fully described, specific-
ally claimed, and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein,—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a device
constructed after my improved and novel

-~ method, having portions broken away. Fig.
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9 1s a rear end elevation of the same.

If1g.
3 is -a transverse section of the knife. If1g.
4 is a side elevation of the end upright

‘showing a modification of the same. I1g. o
‘is-a transverse section taken on line 5—5, ot

Ifig. 4.

The oyster holder forming the subject
matter of 'this invention comprises a sup- .
porting frame having a knife at one ex-
tremity ona movable fulerum, and a vertical -
upright ‘at the other end. This supporting
frame comprises a base plate 3 secured by .
the rivet 4 to any support or table, an up-

right 2 at one end of the base plate and an
upwardly projecting stud 5 at the other end
of the base plate, the stud having a verti-
cally extending centrally disposed slot 6
therein and the npright 2 having a trans-
verse groove 21 in its inner face to receive
the oyster. ,

The stud 5 is tapered inwardly at its up-
per extremity to form a seat for the rack 7,

‘the upper face of which is semi-circular in

form and has teeth 8 cut therein, while the
lower face has an angular recess 9 adapted to
receive the stud 5, of a similar configuration,
and 1s held thereon by the set screw 10 car-
ried in one side thereof.

The knife-supporting arm indicated 1n |

il

general as A comprises a pair of upwardly
extending plates 11 connected together at
their lower extremities, and pivoted thereby
in a slot 6, by the bolt 12 and at their upper
extremities by a similar member 18 provid-
ing a means whereby the knife may be piv-
otally clamped therebetween,

To provide a means whereby the knite-
supporting arm A may be rigidly held 1n
any desired position, there 1s interposed be-
tween the plates 11, the rotatable pawl 14 so
constructed that it has on its oppositely dis-
posed faces the projecting lugs 15 adapted
to engage the teeth 8 of the rack 7, thus
when the pawl is retained 1n a stationary
position, it will, through the instrumentality
of the lug 15 and the teeth 8 on the rack,
hold the support A 1n a rigid posttion. This
pawl 1s retained in a stationary position by
the transverse pins 16 engaged 1n the recess
17 in the inner faces of the plates 11, and 1s
pivotally held between the plates by the
bolt 18. |

The knife forming the direct means
whereby the oyster 1s opened comprises a
handle portion 19 on the outer side of the
support A and downwardly curved to form
a tapered wedge shaped knife 20 oppositely
cdisposed thereto.

The modification appearing 1n Ifigs. 4 and
5 comprises a dove-tailled projection 23
adapted tobe engaged by a similarly formed

| recess 24 in the upright 2, thus allowing the
latter to be moved longitudinally upon the

plate 8 and consequently provide a double
adjustment of the openers to open either
oysters or clams. A set screw 22 pierces the
side of the upright 2 and engages the sides
of the jack or projection 23, thus rigidly se-
curing the apparatus in any desired position
in relation to.the plate 3. '

From the foregoing it will be readily seen
that the oyster is placed in the position
shown in Ifig. 1 being manually held therein,
while the support A 1s lifted, disengaging
the tooth 15 from the rack § and permitting
the former to be adjusted to the size of the
oyster. The knife 20 1s then brought into
contact with the shell and which, due to 1ts
tapering construction will force the jaws
apart and will enter the oyster severing the
adductor muscle of the same permitting the
oyster to be opened, thus without any waste
or loss of julice.

It will further be noticed that should the
tooth 15 become broken or worn, the plates
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_..11 may be taken ap.:ut and the pawl 14 ro-
tated bringing the oppositely dlSposed tooth .

15 into engagement with the rack 7.
A further advantage 1s obtained by the

present 1invention in having the rack 7 re-
movable inasmuch as the same is subject to
strains which will in the course of opel ation

- damage the teeth.

190

Having thus fully des-crlbed my inven-.

t1011 what I claim as new and desire to se-
cure by U. S. Letters Patent is;—
1. An oyster opener compmsmg a support-

ing frame having a vertical retaining mem-

19

ber at one extremity, and an upwardly pro-
]ectmo' stud at the other, an arm pivoted to
said- stud, and a knife alvotally secured at

~ the. upper extremity of said arm.
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- therein adapted to engage the teeth of the
- said rack, a,nd a knife pivotally supported
39

2..In an oyster opener of the class de-
scribed, the combination with a supporting |
frame hawng an upwardly projecting ver-
tically slotted stud at one extremity, of a
knife-supporting arm pivotally secured to

said stud, a knife rotatably carried at the

S upper extremlty thereof, and means whereby

sald arm may be ]“lﬂ‘ldly held in any desn ed
position.

- 3. In an oyster opener of the class de~_

scribed, the combination with a supporting

frame lmvmg an upwardly projecting ver-

tically slotted stud, of a rack detachably
carried by said stud a knife supporting arm
pivoted to said stud and having a pawl

at the uppel extremlty oi said supportmg

- dI'1)],

4. In an oyster opener of the class de-

~ scribed, the combination with a supporting
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- frame, of an upwardly projecting stud at
one extr emity having a vertical slot at one

end, and its upper terminal tapered in-
ardly, a segmental rack detachably se-
cured to said stud, a knife supporting mem-

‘ber pivotally secured to said stud having a
pawl |

rotatable pawl disposed therein, said
having ‘teeth thereon adapted to engage said

rack, “and a knife carried at the upper ex-

tremlty of said arm.
5. In an oyster opener of the class de-
scribed, the combination with a supporting

- frame, 'of an upwardly projecting stud at

- one e*{tremlty
‘end, and
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having a vertical slot at one
1ts -"Jpper terminal tapered in-

ardly, a segmental rack having a recess in
its lower face of the COHﬁO‘UI‘&tIOIl of said
stud and a set screw in one transverse s:tde

- tlrlerveuofﬁ a 1{111fe-supp01t1ng arm comprising |
- vertically extending plates, having a knife

interposed therebetween at their upper ex-

‘tremities, and Secured ‘together at their

6. In an oyster -opener of the class de-

956,040

the slot 1n said stud, and a rotatable

| lower extremities by a pin ‘adapted to fit in |
pawl

having oppositely dlSpOSed teeth adapted to

engage said rack and transverse pins to en- |
S 65

gage sald plates.

seribed, the combination with a supporting

frame, ‘of an upwardly projecting stud at
one extremlty having a vertical slot at one

end, and its upper terminal tapered in-

wardly, a segmental rack having a recess at
1ts lower face of the conﬁgura,tlon of said .
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stud and a set screw in one transverse s1de;-'

Vertmally extending recessed plates having

_thereof a knife-supporting arm comprising
75

a. knife interposed therebetween at their up-
per extremities, they being secured at their

1ower ends b

pins therein received by said recess.

by a pin adapted to be received

in the slot in said stud, and a rotatable pawl -
engaging the said rack having transverse |

80:;

7. In an oyster opener of the clasls. de—-
scribed, the combination with a supporting

frame, of an upright on one extremity hav- o
Ing a. {ransverse groove therein, an upwardly 85
projecting stud oppositely dlsposed thereto

having a vertical slot therein, and at its up-

per terminal tapered 1I1W2erly, _

‘segmental

rack having a recess in its lower face for

the reception of said stud, a set screw in one
transverse-face thereof, a knife supporting
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arm  comprising vertlcally extending re-

cessed plates having a knife interposed

therebetween at their 1 upper extremities, said =~

ATINS benw secured at their lower extremItle,s

95

by a pin ad&pted to be received in a-slot in

said stud, and a rotatable pawl having op-

posttely dlsposed teeth adapted to. engage -
sald rack and transverse pms to engage sald
recess.

upright having a transverse chamlel therein
and a dove-tailed opening at its lower ex-
tremity adapted to operate on said key, a set
screw in one side of said upright adapted to
engage the said key, a knife opposite to -

| said upright having a pivoted fulcrum, and

means whereby the knife support ma,y be -

retained at any. angle to the Supportmg

frame.
In testimony that T clalm the foregomg

ture in the presence of two witnesses. -
ALFRED F. WHITE DIAMOND

Witnesses:
| B. H. BIEADOWS |
J. A. HARDWICK

s ;10_0_'.-: .
8. In an oystex 0pener of the class de- -
scribed, the combination with a supporting

frame, "of a longitudinally extendmg key
formed on one extremity thereof, a vertical :
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as my own, I have hereto affixed my 51gna~ 115
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