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To all whom 1t may concern: |

Be 1t known that I, Gorrrrip WESTELIN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Lincoln, in the county of Lancaster and
State of Nebraska, have invented a new and
usetul Mail-Box, of which the following is
a specification.

This mmvention relates to mail boxes, its
object being to provide a device of this char-
acter such as commonly used upon the doors
fices, and which is very

of residences and ofl
sunple and durable in construction, the clo-
sure of the box being stationary, while the
body or mail-receiving portion thereof is
designed to be shifted, either for the purpose
of placing mail within the box or for remov-
ing it therefrom.

A further object is to provide simple
means whereby the box can be readily se-
cured I closed position, without, however,
interfering with the partial opening thereof
for the purpose of placing mail therein.

With these and other objects in view the
mvention consists of certain novel details of
construction and combinations of parts here-
matter more fully described and pointed out
1in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings the pre-
ferred form of the invention has been shown.

In said drawings:—

Figure 1 1s a vertical section through a
box embodying the improvements, two of
the positions thereof being indicated by
dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of
the box. Iig. 8 is a front elevation thereof.

Referring to the figures by characters of
reference 1 designates the back wall of the
device, the same being provided at the top
with a fixed shelf 2, constituting a closure,
this shelf being provided at its sides with
depending longitudinally extending flanges
3, each of which 1s cut away at
encd, as indicated at 4, to form a recess
for the purpose hereinafter set forth. One

. ot the flanges 3 has an eye 5 extending

laterally from the front end thereof, and
cisposed directly above another eye 6,
formed at one end of an arm 7 extending
from the flange 3, the distance between the
eyes 5 and 6 being sufficient to receive there-
between a handle 8 extending laterally and
upwardiy from the upper portion of the
side of the movable portion of the box.
Itach handle H has a shoulder or finger rest
8" extending backward therefrom to facili-
tate the manipulation of the box by the car-

its front

rier, 1t being possible by the use of this

device to open the box and drop letters

thereinto with one hand. This movable por-
tion 1ncludes a base 9 which is hingedly
connected to the bottom portion of the back
wall 1, as mndicated at 10, there being front,
back and side walls extending upwardly
trom this bage, the back wall 11 being
shorter than the front and side walls, as
clearly indicated in Fig. 1. These front and
side walls are of such length that when the
movable portion of the device is in its nor-
mal position the said walls will bear up-

~wardly against the shelf 2, which thus acts

as a closure for the mail-receiving compart-
ment within the movable body. The hinge
10 1s provided with a spring 12, whereby
the movable body 1s held normally with its
wall 11 bearing against the wall 1. Two
handles 8 are preferably utilized, one being
located upon each side of the movable body,
and 1t will be apparent that when a pad-
lock 13, or any other suitable fastening
means 15 mserted into the registering eyes
o and 6 the movable body can be swung for-
warcd until the corresponding handle 8
comes 1nto contact with the lock. This
movement will be sufficient to partly open
the upper end of the movable body, it be-

ing therefore possible to insert mail into the

projecting upper portion of the body, this
mall falling into said body and upon the
bottom 9 thereof. As soon as said body
1s released the spring 12 will return it to
position under the shelf 2, which thus serves
to protect 1t from rain, etc. When it 1s de-
sired to remove the contents of the box the
lock 13 1s removed from the eyes 5 and 6 and
sald box can then be swung forward such a
distance as to permit the contents thereo
to be readily removed. A clip 14 is pref-

erably secured upon one side of the movable
body and constitutes means for holding let

ters and the like to be collected by the car-

rier. _ -

It 1s to be understood that if desired the
box can be hinged at one side instead of
at the bottom.

It 1s of course to be understood that va-
rious changes may be made in the construc-
tion and arrangement of the parts without
cleparting from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages of the invention.

What 18 claimed 1s:—

1. A device of the class described includ-
ing a hingedly supported body, fastening
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means for holding said body normally in a
predetermined position, a relatively fixed
shelf extending over and normally closing
the body, means extending from the shelf
for the reception of a lock device, and a
handle outstanding from the body and co-
operating with a locking device for limit-
ing the movement of the body relative to
the shelf.

2. A device of the class deseribed 1nelud-

ing a hingedly supported body, a spring for |

holding the same normally in a predeter-
mined position, a relatively fixed shelf con-
stituting a closure for the body when said

-

| body is in its normal position, spaced de- 15

vices extending from the shelf, a handle ex-
tending from the body and movable between
sald devices, and a locking means upon said
device constituting means for hmiting the

‘movement oi the handle and body.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto aflixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

GOTTEFRID WESTEILIN.

Witnesses:
Lrwis Grecory,
Cmarres B. GREGORY.
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