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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jou~x R. ScEWEARS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Sunman, in the county of Ripley and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useiul Improvements in Whip-Socket Locks,
of which the following is a specification.

This Invention relates to new and useful
improvements in whip sockets, and has for
1ts object to provide a device of this char-
acter by means of which the whip may be
supported upon the dashboard of a buggy
or like vehicle within convenient reach of
the driver. o

A turther object is to provide new and
novel means by which the whip may be
locked 1in the socket to prevent the possible
thetft of the same.

A Tfurther object is to provide an ex-
tremely simple and novel locking mechanism
which may be instantly operated to release
the whip when it is desired for use.

With these and other objects in view, the
present invention consists in the combina-
tion and arrangement of parts as will be
heremafter more fully described and par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended
claims, it being understood that changes in
the specific structure shown and described
may be made within the scope of the claims
without departing from the spirit of the
1nvention.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views, Figure 1 is a perspective view
ot my mmproved whip lock removed from the
socket, I'1g. 2 1s a bottom plan view show-
ing a whip locked in position, Fig. 3 is a
similar view showing the socket open and
the whip removed therefrom, Fig. 4 is a
vertical section taken on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 2, the lock being shown in the whip
socket, Fig. 5 15 a similar view taken on the
line 5—5 of I'ig. 3, the device being shown
unlocked and the key therein, Fig. 6 is a
detaill perspective view of the spring lock-
ing plate, Fig. 7 is a similar view of the
keeper, I'ig. 8 is a like view of the pivoted
locking bar.

Referring to the drawings, 1 indicates the
top and bottom plates of a cylindrical lock-
ing member, which plates are suitably spaced
apart by means of an annular spacing block

2. The bottom plate is provided with de-

pending spring plates 3 by means of which

W

the device is secured in the bottom of the
whip socket which is secured to the dash-
poard of the vehicle. An opening 4 is
formed in the bottom plate 1, and an open-
Ing 5 of suitable size extends through the
center of the top plate and the block 2,
through which the whip is inserted. Piv-
oted upon the bottom plate is the locking
bar 6, which extends exteriorly of the cas-
1ng through the recess 7 in the spring plates
3, and an opening in the socket casing. The
par 6 extends beyond the center of the cas-
ing and has secured to the end thereof, one
end of a coil spring 8, the other end of
which 1s secured to the metal plate 9 which
15 secured to the base.plate 1. The plate 9
1s formed into a keeper 10 adjacent to the
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opposite end thereof, and is adapted to limit

the movement of the locking bar 6 in the
operation of the device. -

At a point adjacent to the center
casing, the edge of the bar 6 is provided with
a slightly arcuate recess 11, which is adapt-
ed to engage around the reduced end 12 of
the socket member 13 which is adapted to be
suitably secured in the butt of the whip.
The extreme end of the member 18 is pref-
erably formed with a semispherical head 14
ot slightly larger diameter than the reduced
portion thereof, and it will be seen that
when the whip i1s in position, the recessed
edge of the pivoted bar 6 will be held se-
curely in contact with the reduced portion

-of the member 18 between the shoulders 187

and 14’. To secure the whip in this posi-
tion, I have provided a suitable locking

.of the -
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means which comprises the spring metal -
plate 15, which is angular in form and is

suitably secured at one end thereof to one of
the plates 3. The inner end of the plate 15
1s downwardly flanged as at 16 and engages
with the lug 17 formed upon the edge of the
pivoted bar 6. A slot 18 is provided in the
bottom plate 1 above the plate 15 which com-
municates with a vecess 19 in the block 2.
An opening 1s also formed in the lower end
of the socket casing through which the key
20 1s 1nserted. This recess 19 is of such pro-
portion that 1t will readily receive the shank
and lug 21 of the key when the same is in-
serted 1n parallel alinement with the base of

the casing. After the key has been inserted

into the recess 19, it is turned, whereupon
the lug 21 of the key will descend through
the slot 18. Upon the engagement of the
lug of the key with the top of the plate 15,
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the lug 17 and flange 16 on the spring end of
the plate 15 will be disengaged. The spring
3 will now throw the end of the pivoted lock-
ing bar outwardly and disengage the re-
cessed portion thereof from the reduced end
of the socket member 13. It will thus be
seen that the whip may readily be removed
therefrom. When it is again desired to
place the whip in the holder, 1t 1s only neces-
sary to insert the same through the opening
in the top of the casing, and to operate the

bar 6 until the recessed portion thereof 1s

again brought into contact with the end of
the member 13. Upon the removal of the
key from the slot 18 in the bottom plate 1,
the spring plate 15 will again resume 1ts
normal position and engage the lug 17
formed upon the edge of the bar 6. Thus
the whip will be securely locked in the socket
against any movement, accldental or other-
wise.

Tt will thus be seen that I have provided a
whip socket of very simple and inexpensive
construction wherein the whip will be se-
curely held against theft in the absence o1
the owner. It will also be noted that the
device is of very small proportions, and will
occupy but little room in the base of the
whip socket, which may conveniently be se-
cured in some out-of-the-way place where 1t
will not be an annoyance to the entrance or
exit of persons to or from the vehicle.

My improved whip socket may be very 1n-
expensively constructed of sheet metal or
other suitable material, and as there are but
few parts necessary in the construction and
operation of the same, it will be readily seen
that the socket will not soon get out of order
or be easily clogged up and rendered inop-
erative by dirt or dust which may be col-
lected therein.

As before stated, the locking member 1s
designed to be placed in the bottom of the
ordinary whip socket, and when so posi-
tioned will be securely held against removal
by the spring plates 3, which bind aganst
the walls of the socket casing.

What is claimed 1s:

1. In a whip socket, the combination with |

T
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a cylindrical lock casing disposed in the bot-
tom of the socket, of a locking bar pivoted
to the bottom of said casing and projecting
through a slot formed in the side thereof, a
keeper plate secured to said casing to limit
the movement of said bar, an opening being
centrally formed through said casing and
adapted to receive the reduced lower end of
a whip, a recess in one edge of said locking
bar, a spring plate secured to the side of said
casing and adapted to normally retain the
recessed edge of said bar in engagement with
the reduced end of said whip, means for re-
leasing said spring plate from engagement
with said bar, and means for removing said
bar from engagement with said whip.

9. In a whip socket, the combination with
a lock casing disposed in the bottom ot the
socket, a plurality of spring plates depend-
ing from the base of said casing, a bar piv-
oted upon the bottom of said casing and ex-
tending through a slot in said plates and 1n
the socket, a keeper plate secured to the bot-
tom of said casing and adapted to limit the
movement of said bar, a coil spring secured
to the inner extremity of said bar and to
said plate, a socket formed in the bottom of
said casing adapted to receive the reduced
lower end of a whip, a lug formed upon one
edge of said bar, a spring plate secured to
the side of said casing and provided with a
flange at its inner end to engage said lug, a
slot 1in the bottom of said casing above the
free end of said plate, a recess in said casing
communicating with said slot, an opening in
the socket registering with the recess, said
plate being adapted to retain said locking
bar in engagement with the reduced end of
said whip, and a key adapted to be inserted
in the slot in the bottom of the casing and
engage sald spring plate to release the same
from engagement with said locking bar.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN R. SCHWIEARDS.

Witnesses:
Lyxx C. Biexey,
MINNIE BIgNEY.
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