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To all whom 1t may concern: .

Be 1t known that I, Arvepert F. UrBAN, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Highland, in the county of Madi-
son and State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements 1 I as-
teners for Display-Box Ironts, of which the
tollowing 1s a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifi-
cation. |

My 1nvention relates to a fastener more
particularly intended for use in detachably
connecting the glass fronts of display boxes
1n which crackers, or other commodaities, are
offered for sale and 1t has for its object the
production of fasteners of this description
that may be quickly put in place to hold the
box front to the body of the box without the
use of screws or other similar means of fas-
tening commonly utilized for the perform-
ance of the oflice my improvement is intend-
ed to perform.

Iigure I 1s a perspective view of a box
with a display front applied thereto and
held by a pair of my fasteners. Ifig. II 1s
1n part an enlarged elevation and in part a
longitudinal section of one end of my fas-
tener.

In the accompanying drawings:—A des-
1ignates a merchandise box with one of its
walls removed and to which a display front
1s applied. The display front shown com-
prises a lower section B in which 1s mounted
a transparent plate C and to which i1s hinged
at D an upper section I containing a trang-
parent plate I'. The hinges at D preferably
have assoclated with them springs G by
which the upper section I of the box front

1s returned to a vertical position after it has |

been drawn downwardly for access to the
box, while the lower section B remains in
position against the merchandise box, due to
1ts being held by my fasteners, as will here-
1natter appear.

My box front fastener comprises an ex-
pansible and contractible spring 1, which 1is
preferably of coiled type and end grip, or
claw, members 2 that are secured to the
spring 1 at its ends. Each grip or claw

- member 1s preferably produced from a sin-

0D

ole piece ot wire bent centrally of its ends

and formed into a twisted shank 3 that ex- !

tends from the fold of the wire to a point in-
termediate between said fold and the free

'r .:into the spring 1 at its ends to be held there-
in by the engagement between the coils of

the spring and the twisted shank, and to
render the engagement of the coils with the
shank more perfect, I preferably groove
each shank spirally, or produce screw
threads thereon, as seen at 4, Iig. I, in
which the coils of the spring 1 become seated
when the shanks 3 are introduced into the
spring. The free ends of the gripping or
claw members 2 which extend beyond the
shanks 3 are bent laterally from the shanks,
thereby producing diverging arms 5. At the
outer ends of the diverging arms 5 are claws
6, each of which i1s bent at a right angle to
the body of the arm by which 1t is carried,
and 1s then bent backwardly to produce a
prong 7 that extends parallel with the
spring 1. It will be noted that this con-
struction provides a pair of claws with back-
wardly extending prongs in'each gripping

~or claw member and that, when the spring 1

1s extended and then allowed to relax, the
prongs will be caused to move toward each
other by the contraction of the spring, with
the result that the prongs of each gripping
or claw membher will move toward the other
members of the gripping or claw member.
When my box front fastener is to be put
into service, 1t is only necessary to place the
cisplay front, such as that shown in the
drawings, of a merchandise box at the upper
side of the box, then place one of the grip-
ping or claw members in engagement with
the rear wall of the box, or the portion of
the box front that is to be held to the box,
after which the other gripping or claw mem-

- ber 1s moved into engagement with the rear

wall or display front, a movement that is
permitted by expansion of the spring 1, and
upon the force utilized to expand said spring
being relaxed, the spring, by contraction,
causes the oripping members to be drawn
into firm engagement with both the rear
wall of the box and the box front to hold
the box front to the box. It will be appar-
ent that inasmuch as the prongs of the grip-
ping members are pointed, said prongs are
caused to become embedded 1n the parts
against which they fit, and consequently

there 1s no lability of slippage of the grip-

pmng members relative to said parts, after
the fastener has been put in place.

I claim: | -

1. A box front fastener, comprising a

ends of the wire. The shanks 8 are inserted | spring and a pair of gripping members se-
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cured in the ends of said spring and each
provided with a pair of claws.

2. A box {front fastener, comprising a
spring, and a palr of gripping members se-
cured in the ends of said spring and each
provided with a pair of claws, the claws ter-
minating m backwardly extending prongs.

3. A Dbox front fastener, comprising a
coiled spring, and a pair of gripping mem-
bers having shanks seated in the ends of
said spring and terminating mn claws.

4. A box front fastener, comprising a
spring, and a pair of gripping members,
each having a shank seated in an end of
said spring and having diverging arms ex-
tending from said shank and provided with
claws.

5. A box front fastener, comprising a
spring, of a pair of gripping members, each
having a shank seated 1n an end of said
spring and having diverging arms extend-
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ing from sald shank and provided with
claws; the claws being provided with rear-
wardly extending prongs.

6. A box front fastener, comprising a
coiled spring and a pair of gripping mem-
bers each comprising a twisted shank seated
in said spring, and a plurality of gripping
arms extending from said shank and having
claws extending at angles from the bodies
of the arms.

7. A box front fastener, comprising a
coiled spring and a pair of gripping mem-
bers, each comprising a shank seated in said
spring and having a screw thread engaged
by the coils of said spring, and a pair of
claw arms extending from said shank.

ALBIERT IF. URBAN.

In the presence of—
Louis KXNOEBEL,
Cuas. . HacNAUER.
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