A. A, LYTLE.

TABLET ARM CHAIR.
APPLICATION FILED MAY 6, 1900,

Patented Apr. 19, 1910.

] ' i 1Y -
'—r-l-'-l-t-r-m-*—-i——'v'-h S ——L— — ——1-4-4---!-—1

il —plerrir
I R ettt s oum o 111 i T Lmy
- IF ________________ T ﬁi“_‘LF T -_“*::-r_-_-_ _—----_4*”--____-
| _ _ ‘ : -
1“_‘ [y AR

24N

oo d 7=

WITNESSES  INVENTOR




10

15

20

29

30

39

40

45

o0

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALTON A. LYTLE, OF GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, ASSIGNOR TO AMERICAN SEATING

COMPANY, A CORPORATION OF NEW JERSEY.

TABLET-ARM CHAIR.

955,523.

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed May 6, 1569,

Patented Apr. 19, 1910.
serial No. 484,504,

1o all whom it may concern: _

Be 1t known that I, Artoxn A. LyTtLE, a
citizen of the United States, residing in
Grand Rapids, county of Kent, and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Tablet-Arm Chairs,
of which the following is a specification,
reference being had to the drawings accom-
panylng the same and forming a part
thereof.

My invention relates to improvements in
tablet arm-chairs. .

The object of my invention is to produce
a tablet arm and hinge, simple in construc-
tion, and strong, and which is provided

with a locking-device which operates to the
more securely lock and retain the tablet
arm In its operative position as the pressure
on the tablet is increased, together with
other features which will be more fully
shown in the description

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of a section of a chair, the tablet
and tablet-arm hinge, with the tablet Swung
upwardly in position to be lowered, and the
tablet and tablet-arm shown in dotted lines
when lowered in inoperative position; Fig,
2 1s a plan of a section of a chair with the .
tablet and tablet-arm hinge attached there-
to, shown 1in its operative position ; and g,
S 1s an end view of a section ef a chair with
the tablet-arm hinge and tablet shown in |
operative position.

1The section of chair 1 shows a portion of
the side standard and the arm of the stand-
arc with the hinge portion 2 formed upon
the side standard. The hinge portion 2 1is
arranged to receive the tablet-arm 3 by se-
curing the portion 4 of the tablet-arm upon
the portion 2 of the side standard by means
of a hinge or pivot. This hinge is made in
the usual form and may or may not be a
friction hinge, as desired. The outer end
of the tablet-arm is provided with two hinge
lugs 5, 5, having holes therein through
which the pivot-pm 6 may pass. The PIVOot-
pin 6 is long enough to extend partially
through the hinge-member 7 and the hinge-
member 8, both of which are formed to be
attached to the tablet 9 by any suitable
attaching means, such as screws, rivets or
the Iike. The hinge-members 7 and 8 have

holes drilled partially through them, as
shown 1n Fig. 2, so that when the pivot-pin |

) 6 15 inserted in place and the hinge-members 55

¢ and 8 arranged upon its ends, the dis-
placement of the pin 6 is prevented.

LThe hinge-member 7 is provided with a
lug 10 which extends outwardly at approxi-
mately right angles to it, and has a lip 60
which 1s arranged to interlock with and bear
upon the bottom of the slot 11. The slot
11 18 formed in the forwardly projecting -
portion 2 of the standard 1, as indicated
in Kig. 1. The purpose of arranging the gs
lug 10 to bear upon the bottom of the slot
11 1s to interlockingly hold the tablet 9 in
1ts operative horizontal position. The wall
12 of the slot 11 forms a stop for the side
of the lug 10 to bear against, to prevent the
hinge-member 3 from swinging downwardly
when the tablet is in a horizontal position.

It will be noted that the lug 10 and the
notch 11 form a fulerum, the tablet 9 being
one end of the lever, and the hinge-pivot
13 bemg the other portion of the lever, and
that downward pressure upon the top of
the tablet 9 serves to transmit the sustain-
g function of the mterlocking parts to
the lug 10 and the bottom of the slot 11.
This peculiarity of
device is better
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the sustaining locking-
understood from the view

shown in Fig. 3.

{his form of chair with tablet-arm is
used principally in assembly rooms or reci-
tation rooms of colleges and the like, where
the occupant of a chair desires to have a sup-
port for writing materials.

In operation, when the person who is to
occupy the chair is taking his place in the
chair, or getting up from it, the tablet and
tablet-arm would preferably occupy the po-
sition shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1, and
in moving the tablet to an operative posi-
tion, the first position assumed by the tablet
and tablet-arm is that shown in full lines
Fig. 1. The tablet and tablet-arm are then
swung down and interlocked with the notch
11, as shown in Figs. 2 and 8. The further
operation will be readily understood from
the drawines.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. In a tablet-arm chair, a standard hav-
Ing a hinge-member formed thereon; a tab-
let supporting arm hinged to said standard ;
a tablet rotatively hinged to said tablet sup-
porting arm; and means on the standard co-
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operating with means secured to the tablet
for supporting the tablet, and for locking
it in operative position.

o. In a tablet-arm support, a standard; a
hinge-member formed on said standard; a
lug having a notch formed upon the stand-
ard: a tablet-arm support rotatively secured
to the hinge-member of the standard; a tab-
let: hinge-members secured to the tablet;
means for rotatively securing said hinge-
members to the tablet-arm support; and
means secured to the tablet for interlocking
with the notched lug on the standard so that
the weight of the tablet will lock 1t in op-
eralive position.

3. In a tablet-arm chair, a standard hav-

ing a hinge-member; a tablet and a tablet |
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supporting arm rotatively pivoted to the
hinge-member of the standard; and means
secured to the tablet cobperating with means
on the standard for supporting and locking
the tablet and tablet-arm in operative posi-
tion: said locking and supporting means be-
ing held in locking position by the weight
of the tablet and by any weight placed
thereon.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set
myv hand, in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses, this the thirteenth day of april,
AL D, 1909,

ATLTON A. LYTLE.

Witnesses:

Gro. W. Bowen,
Roy CARPENTER.
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