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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EGBERT E. ALLEN, OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA.
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055,493,
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Serial No. 527,852.

Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Eeperr E. AvLexN, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at At-
lanta, 1n the county of Fulton and State of
(zeorgia. have 1mvented new and useful Im-
provements 1 Automobile-Lamps, of which
the following is a specification.

Automobiles, including mechanically pro-
pelled rcad machines of various types and
makes, are, for the most part, required to
carry 1dentification numbers to materially
assist 1n fixing the responsibility in the event
of an accident or the violation of an ordi-
nance or regulation of a municipality. In
some jurisdictions the identification number
18 required to be displayed upon the front of
the lamp, so as to be plainly seen at night.
This causes confusion if more than one num-
ber 1s displayed, or entails expense and vex-
atious delays if the number is painted upon
the front of the lamp and is required to be
changed when passing from one jurisdiction
to ancther on a touring trip.

The present invention provides a lamp of
the character and for the purpose aforesaid
having 1its front formed of a series of num-
ber plates which may Dbe readily intex-
changed, thereby admitting of the identifica-
tion number being changed with facility
when passing from one territory te another.

The 1invention contemplates a novel form
of lamp, peculiar holding means for the
number plates and unique securing means
for the number plates to prevent any play
thereof and to allow for slight variations in
the width of said plates.

The invention consists of the novel fea-
tures, details of construction and combina-
tion of parts, which hereinafter will be more
particularly set forth, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, and peinted out in
the appended claims.

Reterring to the drawings, forming a part
of the specification, Figure 1 is a front view
of an automobile lamp constructed in aec-
cordance with and embodying the essential
teatures of the nvention. TFig. 2 is a rear
view of the lamp. Fig. 8 is a horizontal sec-
tion on the line 8—3 of Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a
section on the line 4—4 of ¥ig. 8, looking to
the left as indicated by the arrows, the dot-
tecdl lines showing the top thrown back out
of the way. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective
view of an end portion of the body of the
lamp, the number plates being released and

one of said plates partly withdrawn from i

=l

the body of the lamp. ¥Fig. 6 is a horizontal
section on the line 6—6 of Fig. 5.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1n the following description, and indicated
in all the views of the drawings, by the same
reference characters.

The lamp comprises a body 1, a reservoir
2 and a top 3. The body 1 is oblong or hori-
zontally elongated and comprises a back 4,
a top 5, and a bottom 6. The back 4 is
curved throughout its length, the curvature
being uniform and symmetrical from a mid-
cdle pomnt toward the extremities, as indi-
cated most clearly in Tig. 3, so as to provide
in effect a reflector for illuminating the
front, which consists of a series of number
plates. The front edge of the top 5 is bent
upwardly, thence forwardly and down-
wardly to provide a guideway 7, which re-
ceives the upper ends of the number plates.
The front edge of the bottom 6 1s corre-
spondingly bent downwardly, thence for-
wardly and upwardly to provide a guide-
way 8 which receives the lower ends of the
number plates. The guideways 7 and 8 arc
open at one end to admit of the number

plates being slipped into position or readily

removed, as required. One end of the guide-
ways 18 closed by means ofa~post 9, which is

hollow and _has a portion_of the side facing

_____
ﬂq--'-ﬁl“'\-\_ o —" "_..J-‘-._

the body of the lamp cutaway so as to re-
ce1ve an end portion of the back 4 and the
adjacent number plate, as shown most
clearly in Iig. 8. The opposite ends of the
guldeways 7 and 8 are closed by means of a

post 10, stmilar 1n formation to the post 9,

-

tion, so as to press the number plates to-
gether and prevent the formation of a space
between them and also guard against any
rattling. The post 10 is hollow and a por-

tion along one side is cutaway, as indicated

at 11, and receives the opposite end of the
back 4 and the outer vertical edge portion
of the acdjacent number plate, as indicated
most clearly in Iig. 8. The cutaway por-
tion 11 terminates a short distance from the
extremities of the post 10 to provide shoul-
ders 12, which engage the upper and lower
portions ot the lamp body, thereby prevent-
ing vertical movement of the post when the
latter 1s 1n position. To prevent loss or mis-
placement of the removable post 10 a con-
nection 13 1s provided, one end being at-
tached to the post and the other end fastened
to a convenient part of the lamp. The post

but removably and yieldingly held in posi-
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10 has a portion cutaway at a point midway
between 1ts extremities, as 111{110ated at 14,
to receive the securing means provided for
holding the post 1n pla,c and retaining the
number plates 1n position.

An arm 15 1s attached at one end to the
back of the la Lnp at 16 and 1s provided at
1ts opposite end with projecting portions
17 and 18, which extend in opposite direc-
tions. The arm 15 1s shghtly resilient, be-
1110 tormed of sprimg material Mhulentlj
thin to admit ot the arm havi INg & SPring ac-
tion. The projection 17 is uzhlptef“l to extend
across the space or cutaway poumn 14 of
tne post 10 and engage with the outer edge
of the ad]aeent numoer plate and serves o
retain the post 10 in place and {o exert a
ylﬁldmg pressure upon the numbe‘r plates
to hold them 1m close relationship to prevent
ratthing or the formation of spaces between
;.1{:11;.4, nt plates. The edge of the prejection

facing ’Lh"—”‘ lamp bO{ VERE 1elatnely n-
e‘med so as toact by a w Ldm}w Or cam oper-
ation, thereby ¢ ﬂmlhtmn of the part auto-
ik LlCan ﬂdwptmg 1t5::311 to any ilwhb Va-
riations in the width of the number *311
Lhe projection 18 serves the double mnctmn
of a finger pilece and a catch. In the ca-
pacity of a ea teh the projection 18 is adapt-
ed to engage the outer end of a housing 19
pi ovided upon the back 4 and qccml,ed to
inclose and protect the part 15 and a spring
20 cooperating therewith, said spring bﬂmﬂ
secured at one end | Oy the same iwttnmg 16
employed Tor attaching the arm 15 to the
back 4. When the pﬂt 15 1s pressed out-
ward to withdraw the projection 17 from
the path of the number plates and to clear
the post 10 the part 18 engages over the
outer end of the housing 19 and retains said
part 15 out of the way, as indicated most
ciearly by the dotted lines in Fig. 3 and by
the full lines in Fig. 5.

The number phtes 21 may be of any con-
struction or material that will admit of
1llumination of the number o as to make the
same piainly visible at night. These num-
ber plates 21 arve prefer ably ol uniform size,
thereby ‘ldmlttl“ﬂﬁ of the various numbers
being mtelch‘moed or shiited to obtain the
required number. The number plates are
shipped 1nto the guideways 7 and 8 through
the open end thereof and when n position
are prevented from displacement by means
of the post 10 and the securing means 15.
When it 1s required to change the number
when passing from one territory to another
the arm 15 1s pressed outward to cause the
projection 17 to clear the post 10 and the
acljacent number plate, after which the num-
ber plates may be removed and substituted
by others according to the number to be dis-
played, 1t being understood that a number of
plates 21 are provided to admit of changing
the number as a whole. It will thus be un-

955,493

derstood that the identification number may
be readily and quickly changed and made to
correspond with that promded for the par-
ticular vehicle or machme

4he reservoir 2 for recelving the oil or
burning fluid is adapted to be secured to the
body of the lamp 1n any manner and is sup-
plied with a burner of any variety, said
reservoir being removable to admit of re-
plenishing the burning fluid, trimming the
wick or for other purpose. The top 3 may
be attached to the body in any Inannex and
be of any construction. As shown it 1is
hinged to the lamp body so as to be thrown
back out of the way, as indicated by the dot-
ted lines i Fig. 4. A suitable catch 22 is
provided for holdmﬂ the top 3 1n plonu
position when the L;me 15 adjusted dfor
service.

¥rom the roregoing description, taken in
connection with “the accompanying draw-
1ngs, the advantages of the construction and
ot the method of operation will be readily
appavent to those skilled i the art to Which
the mvention appertains, and while I have
described the principle of operation of the
invention, together with the device which I
now consider to be the embodiment thereot,
1 desire to have 1t understood that the de-
vice shown 1s merely illustrative, and that
such changes may be made when "desired as
are within the sco pe of the claims appended
hereto.

Having thus described the invention what
1s claimed as new, 1s:—

1. In a lamp, the combination of a body
provided with guideways, number plates
slipped mto said mudexm}s a closure for
the gmideways having a portion cutaway,
and i*‘:,stemncr means hwmo a part extend-
INg ACrosS the cutaway po:ttlon ot said clos-
ure for retaining it and the number plates
in position and exerting a yielding pressure
upon the number plates to prevent rattling
thereof or the formation of spaces between
acjacent edges. |

2. In a lamp of the character described,
the combination of a body provided with op-
paaltdy dﬁpoged ouldeways, a number plate
slipped into said guideways, a fastener hav-
ing a projecting 1301t1011 to engage the num-
ber plate and retain the same in place, said
fastener also having a second projection
forming a finger and a catch piece, and a
housing for said fastener adapted to engage
said second projection of the fastener to
hold the same out of the p‘lth of the number
plate.

3. In a lamp of the character described,
the combination of a body having an open
front provided with guideways and having
a back curved outwardly and forwardly to-
ward opposite ends, a number plate slipped
into said guicaeways, a hollow post having a
portion cutaway from one side to receive
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adjacent portions of the back of the lamp |

body and the number plate, said post having
a portion cutaway from its outer side, and
a Tastener having a projecting portion to
enter the outer cutaway portion of the post
to retain the Jatter in place and to engage
with the number plate to hold the latter in
position.

4. In a lamp of the character described
comprising 2 horizontally elongated body
provided with upper and lower guideways

~and having a back curving outwardly and

torwardly, a post closing the guideways at
one end and engaging an end portion of the
back, number plates slipped into the guide-
ways, a hollow post having a portion at one
side cutaway to receive the opposite end of
the back and the outer edge of the adjacent

number plate, the shoulders formed at the :

&%

ends of the cutaway portion serving to pre-
vent vertical movement of said post, the lat-
ter having a portion at its outer side cut-
away, a fastener attached at one end to the
body and provided at its opposite end with
oppositely disposed projections, one of said
projections being inchined and adapted to
enter the cutaway portion in the outer side
of the removable post and to engage with the
adjacent number plate and the other projec-

20

20

tion forming a finger and a catch piece, and 3¢

a housing for said fastener adapted to be en-
gaged by said finger and catch piece.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
1N presence of two witnesses.
EGBERT E. ALLEN.
Witnesses:

J. J. A. Gwinn,
G. W. MANNING.
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