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1o all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, James W. REYNoLDS,
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-

nois, have mVented certain new and useful

Impl ovements in Decoy-Ducks, of which the

~ following 1s a specification.
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This invention relates to decoys, such as
decoy ducks used by sportsmen in hunting.

Heretotfore collapsible and folding duclcs
of several kinds hme been made, and also
wooden decoys. The latter are particularly
objectionable, as they
carry and heavy and bulky in a boat and 1n-
convenient to ship or transport. With col-
lapsible and folding kinds, different devices
or parts have had to be ma,nlpulated or ad-
justed to expand or collapse the decoy, which
has required time and attention.

The object of the present invention is to
provide an article which, in addition to be-

~ing cheap to make and ‘durable in service,
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may be rapidly handled and collapsed or
expanded, the construction being such that
1t will automqtlcaﬂy expand by means of a

spring when the anchor cord 1s unw ound
such cord beimg wound around the device
when the same 1s collapsed for the purpose
of holding 1t in that position. 'The decoy
1S unm]med by shot, the danger of punc-
ture being a serious defect in prior decoys

alr. -

A further object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a decoy that i1s light in weight and
which wiil pack in a small space.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings in which—

Figure 1 1s a side view of the decoy, dis-
tended Fig. 2 1s a perspective view of the
frame in distended or normal position, the
cover being removed ; F1g. 3 1s a similar view
of the frame 1n ccﬂlapsed position; Fig. 4 1s
a stmilar view of the whole article colla psed
and with the anchor cord wound arou nd the

same to hold it in such posttion.

Referring specifically to the drawings, 6
mdicates a ﬂoat or board having an outlme
conforming to the shape of the TFowl at the
water 1111@
made and painted to represent the fowl de-
sired, i1s formed of flexible fabric or mate-

- rial tached at the bottom to the edges of the

float.

and a head support.
of a piece of bent wire 8 looped at its ends

Within this cover is a tail support

are inconvenient to

A cover 7 which will be cut or

The former consists

into staples 9 in the top of the board near the
rear end thereof, the wire being bent and
shaped to correspond to the shape of the
tail of the fowl to be represented. The
loop connections allow the tail support to
swing down against or upon the board when
the device 1s collapsed.

The head support consists of a block 10
shaped in simulation of a head and mount-
ed to turn at the upper end of a wire 11,
a simple pivoted connection being formed by

entering the end of the wire into a bore 1n

the unde];_ side of the block. At the lower
end the wire 1s coiled as at 12 to form a
spring, and the extremity of the wire beyond
the Sprmg 1s bent. to fit in a hole 13 i the
board, and fastened by a staple 14 driven
into the board. The upright part of the
wire 11 1s curved to correspond in general
outline to the breast and neck of the fowl.
The head part of the cover 7 1s shaped to fit
closely over the block 10.

Ballast for the duck is provided by means
of a sheet metal weight 15 which is hinged
to the under side of the board by staples 16,
permitting the weight to tfold up closely
against the bottom of the board when the
decoy 1s collapsed. An anchor 17 1s con-
nected by a cord 18 to the bottom of the

float, and when the decoy 1s collapsed the

anchor cord is wound around the same, as
shown in Fig. 4, to hold the parts 1n folded
position.

The float is provided at the front with a
notch or recess 19 which 1s mmportant. This
notch allows the water to readily pass or

escape from the inside of the decoy, as 1t

tips or rolls in rough water, thereby pre-
venting the decoy becommg water-logged
and, in fact, causing 1t at all times to sit 1n
an u_plloht position. The iree escape of
water which may leak or otherwise enter
into the body of the decoy serves to prevent
undue pitching and rolling which would
otherwise be caused by water confined in
the bodv

a slit 1s provided in the cover, under the
ta,ll as Indicated in dotted lines at 20. The
cover is made to fit closely around the tail
support 8.

The whole decoy 1s normally distended by
means of the spring 12 which tends to hold
the head block in upright position, as shown
in Fig. 2. When the head support is in

upright position the pull forwardly on the
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cover lifts the tail support until the cover
15 fully stretched. To collapse the decoy to
occupy the least possible space, the head
block 10 1s swung around to a right angle
and then pressed down backwardly toward
the board, when the head turned as stated
will lie flatly against the board. The same
action releases the forward pull on the top
of the cover and allows the tail support to
swing down agaimst the board. The anchor
cord 1s then conveniently wound around the
decoy, as shown in Fig. 4, to hold it in
felded position. When the cord is unwound
the spring causes the head support to fly up
and automatically distend the cover, the
head block turning back to proper position
in consequence of the pull of the cloth. It
15 to be noticed that the wire parts within
the body are mot fastened to the cloth,
which saves time in manufactuie which
would otherwise be required to fasten the
parts together, the cloth being simply tacked
to the board and shaped as stated.

I am aware that the structure may be
modified In various ways with respect to
any or all of 1ts parts, and no limitation is
nnplied by reason of the particular struc-
ture shown, the basic 1dea of the invention
being the provision of a spring which will
automatically distend the decoy, and which
may nevertheless be collapsed to practically
flat position when desired.

i claim:

L. A decoy comprising a bottom, a col-
lapsible body thereon. and head and tail
subports mounted on the bottom within the
pody, and foldable down toward the bottom,
one of said supports being provided with a

955,203

' spring tending to raise the same and distend

the body.

2. A decoy comprising a bottom, a col-
lapsible body thereon, a head support in the
body flexibly connected to the bottom and
toldable backwardly toward the same and
provided with a spring pressing the same
upwardly and forwardly, and a tail support
flex1bly connected to the bottom and extend-
g backwardly to the tail of the body.

3. A decoy duck comprising a bottom, a
collapsible body thereon, and head and tail
supports mounted on the bottom within the
body and foldable down toward the bot-
tom, said head support embodying a head
piece constructed to turn to position to lie
flat against the bottom when collapsed, and
one of said supports having a spring tend-
g to raise the same and distend the body.

4. A decoy comprising a bottom, a col-
lapsible body thereon, and head and tail
supports within the body and pivotally con-
nected to, and foldable down against, the
bottom, the head support having a turning
head plece at the top thereof, whereby it
may be turned to lie flatly upon the bottom.

5. A decoy comprising a bottom and a
hollow body thereon, the bottom having an
opening at its forward edge opening into
the hollow body, and the body having an
opening beneath its tail portion, for the
purpose specified.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
i presence of two witnesses.

JAMES W. REYNOLDS.

Witnesses:
NreLue Ferrsxoc,
H. G. BarcHELOR.
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