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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepm Warrex Cur-
LER, 0 Rochester, in the county of Monroe
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Ex-
hibitors for Mailing-Receptacles; and I do
hereby ceclare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, rei-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification,
and to the reference characters marked
thereon.

The present invention relates to an appa-

ratus for exhibiting the operation of mail-
ing receptacles in which a chute is employed
having a transparent panel, and it has for
an object repeatedly to move devices repre-

senting mail matter through the chute so as

to 1llustrate the operation of the mailing re-

ceptacles. _ _
To this and other ends, the invention con-

sists 1n certain improvements and combina-
tions of parts all as will be hereinafter more

tully described, the novel features being

pointed out in the claims at the end of the
specification. _
In the drawings: Figure 1 is a front view
of an apparatus embodying my invention;
F1g. 2 1s a side view of the same apparatus:
Fig. 3 is a vertical section through the ap-
paratus 1n the plane of the mailing box; and
Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are horizontal sections on
lines 4—4, 5—5 and 6—6 of Fig. 1, respec-
tively.
~ Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings A indicates a section of a mail chute
connecting two floors, the chute having a
transparent wall 1 and being preferably se-
cured to the front wall 2 of a box hke struec-
ture which is decorated to simulate a wall
of a building. This chute section prefer-
ably opens into the box frame near its upper
and 1its lower end and above and below the
transparent wall or panel 1 i1n order that
a sultable carrier may effect the downward
travel of the mail representing devices 3 so
that they will be visible through the trans-
parent wall, and may carry said devices up-
wardly in rear of the chute and within the
box structure, in order that their return will
not be seen by one watching the operation
of the apparatus. The carrier in the pres-
ent Instance is in the form of an endless

ﬁ

| the chute-section A and th.e other of Which

may operate in rear of the wall 2 and within
the box structure. This belt may travel

90

about two pulleys 5 and 6 arranged respec-

tively on shafts 7 and 8 journaled within.

the box, one near the top of the chute and

60

the other near the bottom; and the width of

the belt preferably is greater than that of
the transparent panel 1 so that the belt ex-
tends beyond both edges of the panel and
in this manner its edges are not visible
through the transparent wall and it appears
to be the rear wall of the chute even when in
motion. |

The mail representing devices 3 may be
either in the form of paintings on the belt
or i the form of envelops suitably ad-
dressed and stamped and secured to the belt.
Of course they should be variously and ir-
regularly arranged in order to give the ap-
pearance of falling mail matter.

A section B of the mailing receptacle rep-
resenting that portion which is lowermost
i a building may be arranged at one side
of section A so that the operation of the
entire mailing receptacle may be seen at one
time. This section has a mail chute portion
with a transparent panel 9 and a box por-
tion 10, the chute portion being preferably
arranged within a recess 11 in the wall 2.
This 1llustrates another arrangement of the
mail chute and at the same time it permits
a carrler to operate therein as the box does
not extend to the floor line as in section A
and the carrier would otherwise be exposed
to view below the box. This section also
communicates by openings 18 and 19 at its
upper and lower ends with the box structure
so that the endless carrier and the mail rep-
resenting devices may pass to and from the
mailing receptacle. A guide plate 17 may
be arranged at the bottom of the mail box
to prevent the mail representing devices be-
g caught on the bottom of the mail box.

‘The carrier for the mail representing de-
vices 3 of sections B is in the form of a belt
12 having a lap operating within the chute
portion and the mail box portion 10 and
being driven preferably by pulleys 13 and

14 arranged respectively on the shafts 7 and

8 betfore mentioned. Any suitable means
may be employed for driving the belts 4
and 12 but 1t 1s preferred to employ an elec-

belt 4, one lap of which may travel within | tric motor 15 arranged within the box struc-
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ture and having a driving connection such
as belt 16 with the shatt 8. _

An apparatus constructed in accordance
with this invention effectively illustrates the
operation of mail receiving receptacles. as
the mail representing devices travel in such
a manner that ordinary observers are de-
ceived as to the operation and assume that
the mail representing devices are falling

19 within the chute.

I claim as my invention:

1. An exhibition mailing receptacle com-
prising a chute having a transparent panel,
a carrier movable within the chute toward
the lower end thereof and throughout the
length of the transparent panel and having
devices representing mail matter promis-
cuously distributed thereover, and means for

954,786

moving the carrier at such a rate of speed
that the devices appear to be falling within
the chute.

9. An exhibition mailing receptacle com-
prising a chute having a transparent panel,
a flat belt extending beyond both edges of
the transparent panel, operable within the
chute toward the bottom thereof and
throughout the length of the panel and hav-
ing devices representing mail matter pro-
miscuously distributed thereover, and means
for securing said devices to the belt said

' means being invisible through the panel.

JOSEPH WARREN CUTLER.

Witnesses:
J. . Griyore, Jr.,
J. R. HANNA.
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