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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Euvcene N. THAIN, a
citizen of the United States and a resident
of I'rankhn, in the county of Norfolk and
State of qucsachusetts have invented a new
and Improved Tri mk-Pro tector, of which
the following 1s a full, clear, and exact de-
scription.

This invention relates to trunk protectors,
such as are adapted to be used 1n connection
with trunks, boxes, and other receptacles,
for the protection thereof, and each of which
in general Includes a number of corner
guards adjustably connected to one another
b} means of tie members, whereby an upper
and a lower frame are iormed, and adjust-
able means joining the frames to one another
to hold them 1n position on a receptacle.

The object of the invention 18 to provide
a device of the class described, simple and

‘serviceable 1n construction and inexpensive

to manufacture, which can be readily ar-
ranged on a trunk or other receptacle, and
which is so constructed that it can be easlly
adjusted on receptacles of different sizes.

Reference 1s to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this speci-
ﬁmtlon in which similar characters of ref-
erence indicate corresponding parts in both
Views.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of an em-
bodiment of my invention; and Ifig. 2 1s a
perspective view of a por tion of a modified

form of trunk protector.
Before proceeding to a more detatled de-

scription of my invention, 1t should be un-

derstood that in shlppmn trunks, boxes or

other receptacles, the latter arc sub]out to
cxcessive wear. To obviate the danger of a
receptacle becoming mjured or broken open,
I provide a pr oteutmn* harness adapted to be
arrangecd thereon, which includes a number
of corner guﬂrds adapted to fit over the
corners of a trunk or other receptacle to
prevent injury, should the receptacle receive
rough handhno

In the spemﬁc form shown i1n the draw-
ings, 1 provide a trunk protector which con-
sists of two frames 1 and 2 respectively,
which are substantially similar to each other.
Each frame includes four corner guards 3
acdapted to fit over the corners of a trunk or
other receptacle, and each having three faces
4 at right angles to one another. The cor-
ner guards of each frame are connected at
the sides by means of tie rods 5, the latter

—

having their extremities 6 enlarged and
prOt‘lﬂy secured to the corner frmuds by
means of rivets 7. At their cenfers these
rocls have a hinge connection, as shown in
Ifig. 1 of the (h‘mmws, a hinge pin 8 being
employed for this purpose.

sonnectimg the corner guards of each
frame at the ends of the device are single
tie rods 9 having their ends 10 pivotally se-
cured to the corner guards, and having a
hinge construction at their centers similar
to that of the tie rods on the sides of the
device. Ifach of the corner gunards of the
lower frame has an extension 11 which is
bent back upon itself to form a sleeve which
recelves the hinee bar 12 of a buckle 13.
The extension 11 is further provided with
an opening or cut-away portion 14 which
allows the free movement of the tongue 15
of the buckle, the latter having one “of its
ends bent about the hinge bar 12,

Scceured by means of a rvivet 17 to each
of the corner guards of the upper frame,
and on a face which corresponds to the face
of the lewer frame carrying the buckle, are
binding straps 16. Kach of the Stmps 1S
promdod with a plurality of openings 18,
through which the tongue 15 of the buckle
passes to secure the frames to one another.
I also provide binding members 19 conneet-
g adjacent rods of cach frame and both
frames. These members cach have a por-
tion 20 which, in the preferred form, 1s bent
upoen itself and las its ends riveted, having
first been passed about the hmne bar of n
buckle 215 and a strap portion 22, the latter
being plm tded with a plurality of openings
93 which receive the tongue 24 of the buckle.
Kach of the end ecuar d% 1s provided with a
plurality of openings 25 which veceive buf-
fers 26 formed of leather lacing, rubber or
the like. T'hese buffers on the outside serve
to absorb a certain amount of shock incident
to a receptacle falling or being roughly
handled, while on the Tnside of the ouards
they serve to keep the Iatter from Smatflmw
the receptacle.

When it 1s desired to mount the device on
a trunk or other receptacle, the straps which
connect the two frames are undone and the
frames positioned on the receptacle which 1s
to receive them. DBy means of the different
straps and the hinged tie rods, the frames
can be fitted to a receptacle of almost any
size. When the device 1s 1n position, the
straps arc again passed through the buckles
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and are suitably tightened, so that the pro-
tector i1s firmly held 1n place.

In the modified form shown 1n Fig. 2,

the corner guards 27 are provided with ex-
tensions 28, the latter being ‘bent back upon
themselves, as shown. Adapted to connect
each pair of the corner guards is an end-
less yoke member 29, of wire or the like, the
latter having its ends 80 V-shaped, the parts
of the ends being at right angles to both
the sides of the yoke and to each other.

- Binding straps 31 are arranged on the sides
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of the yoke. The guards which 1 employ
may be constructed of any suitable material,
such as cast iron, leather or the like.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent:

1. A device of the class described, com-
prising an upper and lower frame, each
formed of four corner guards, a pair of sec-
tional and hinged tie rods connecting the
guards at each side, a single sectional and
hinged tie rod connecting the guards at each
end, and a strap adjustably connecting a tie
rod of one pair of rods with a rod of the

other pair, the connection being at the center
of said rods, straps adjustably connecting

the guards of one frame with the guards of
the other frame, a strap adjustably connect-
ing one side tie rod of the upper frame with
a t1e rod of the lower frame at each side, and

“straps adjustably connecting the end tie rods

of the frames.. .

2. A device of the class described, com-
prising an upper and lower frame, each
formed of four corner guards, a pair of
flexible tie rods connecting the guards at
each side, a flexible tie rod connecting the
ounards at each end, and a strap connecting
one tie rod of one pair with a tie rod of the
other pair of side tie rods, a strap connect-

~ing the guards of the upper and lower

frames, a strap connecting one side tie rod
of one frame and a side tie rod of the other
frame at each side, and straps connecting
the end tie rods of said frames.

3. A device of the class described, com-
prising an upper and lower irame, each
formed of four corner guards, a pair of tie

‘rods connecting the guards at each side, a

tie rod connecting the guards at each end,
and a strap connecting two side tie rods to-
oether at their centers, straps connecting

the guards of one frame with the guards of
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| the other framse, a strap connecting a side

tie rod of one frame with a side tie rod of
the other frame at each side, and straps con-
necting the end tie rods of the frames with
each other.

4. In a device of the class described, com-

prising upper and lower frames, each
formed of four corner guards, jointed mem-
bers connecting the guards at the sides,
jointed members connecting the guards at
the ends, and an adjustable connection be-

tween the side members, an adjustable con-
nection between the guards of the upper and

lower frames, adjustable connections be-
tween the side members of the two frames,

and adjustable connections between the end

members of the said frames. -
5. In a device of the class described, com-
prising an upper and lower frame, each
formed of corner guards, jointed rods con-
necting the guards at the side, jointed rods
connecting the guards at the ends, and an
acljustable connection
side rods, and means for adjustablv connect-
ing the two frames. _ o
6. In a device of the class described, cor-
ner guards adapted to be arranged at the

corners of a receptacle, jointed rods connect-
ing certain of said guards at the sides and

ends, whereby sald guards are arranged in
two groups, straps secured to the guards and
rods of one group, and buckles carried by

the guards and rods of the other group and

adapted to hold said straps, whereby said
oroups are connected. | '

ner guards adapted to be arranged at the cor-

ners of a receptacle, jointed rods connecting

certain of said guards at the sides and ends,
whereby said guards are arranged 1n two
oroups, straps secured to the side and end

rods of one group, buckles carried by the

between the jointed
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7. In a device of the class described, cor-

95

rods of the other group and adapted to hold -

said straps, straps carried by the guards of
one group, and buckles carried by the guards
of the other group and adapted to receive
said further straps. '

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

EUGENE NAPOLIAN THAIN.
Witnesses: - '

ForrEsT LSKRIDGE,
Roy R. disk,
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