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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Dexts T. O’SULnivan,
a citizen of the United States, and a resudent
of West Orange, in the county of Iissex and
State of New Jersey, have invented a new
and Improved Index or Directory, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

This invention relates to indexes or direct-
ories having alphabetically arranged words
Or' names.

The invention is especially useful when
employed in connection with telephone
books or similar directories. While search-
ing for a name in such a book, one’s mind
is preoccupied by the act of memory which
is necessary in retaining the spelling ot the
name sought. It is also necessary to bear m
mind the initial letter of the name and 1ts
relation to other letters of the alphabet,
that is, whether the initial letter comes be-
fore or after the initial letter of the page at
which the telephone book or directory has
been opened. This is confusing to the mind.

The object of this invention 1s to produce
an index or directory having means for fa-
cilitating the finding of any name which 1s
to be sought, and which will relieve the
mind.

The invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts to be more fully
described hereinafter and particularly set
forth in the claims.

Reference 1s to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this specifi-
cation, in which similar characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts 1 both
the figures.

Figure 1 ig a perspective of an index or
directory embodying my invention; and
Fig. 2 1s a view showing one of the leaves
or sheets of this directory. |

Referring more particularly to the parts,
the index or directory 1 consists of a bound
volume provided with a plurality of leaves
2 bound together in the usual manner. The
manner of applying the invention 1s 1llus-
trated most clearly in Iig. 2. At a conspieu-
ous point on each page or sheet, preferably
at the upper margin thereof, I print the let-
ters of the alphabet arranged in alphabeti-
cal order, preferably in a single row, as
shown. I provide a row of numbers below
these letters, arranged 1n order with the
letters, that is, nuinbering A, 1, and Z, 26.

Let us suppose that the page shown is on the |

| sheet taken from the directory at the point

where the names or words begin with * D.”
Upon this sheet the names 3, will be ar-
ranged 1 the usual alphabetical order, as
shown, and the letter of the alphabet at the
upper margin of the page which 1s the initial
letter of these names, is made of display
type, that is, it 1s enlarged or has promi-
nence given to it in some other manner.
Near the column of names,that 1s,at the left
marein of the page, as indicated in Ig. 2, 1
provide two columns or spaces 4 and 5, to rep-
resent ficures. In the first column,that 1s,col-
umn 4, numbers are written which corre-
spond to the second letter in a name opposite
which the number appears. Thus, for the
name “ Danby ” the number in the column 4
is “1.” In the second column,that 1s,1n col-
umn 5, I adopt the same arrangement. 'The
number in this column corresponds, how-
ever, to the third letter in the word * Dan-
by ” because the alphabetic number of “n”
is 14, that is, it 1s the fourteenth letter of
the alphabet. 'To illustrate further, mn the
name “ Daper” the number in the first col-
wnn 1s “ 1,7 while the number 1n the second
column 1s “ 16,” that 1s, 1t corresponds to the
letter “p,” the sixteenth letter of the alpha-
bet. In the name “ Deacy ” the first column
number changes from “ 17 to * 357 because
the second letter of the name is “e,” the
fifth letter of the alphabet, and the number

- in the second column 1s “ 1,7 corresponding

to the “a,” which 1s the third letter of the
word “Deacy.” Iivery column of names
throughout the entire bool 1s provided with
number columns, as described.

In using the book to find a name, suppose
that the book were open at the point where
the names have the initial letter * I';” a
display letter *“ It 7 in the row of letters at
the top of the page will attract attention 1n-
stantly, and at a glance it can be ascertained
in which direction the leaves should be
turned in order, for instance, to find the
name “ Dane.” Having turned the pages
until the book is open at a point where the
initial of the names is “ D,” a glance at the
first. column will be taken and the number
“1” will be found. A glance at the row
of letters above the page will show that the
“n” which 1s the third letter of the name,
is the fourteenth letter of the alphabet,
therefore, the eye will follow down the sec-
ond column until the number “ 14 ” 1s found.
This will bring the eye to nearly the exact
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- name 1s very much facilitated.
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spot where the word * Dane’

’ 18 printed
upon the page, that 1s, 1t will bring the eye
to the point where the names in the direct-

ory all begin with “Dan.” In this way,
without burdening the memory with the
spelling of the name, the finding of any
In this

connection attention 1s called to the fact

that the numbers 1n the columns 4 and 5, are

not printed continuously, but are only
placed at points where the spelling with
respect to the first three letters of the name
makes the change.

"The “&” at the end of the alphabet
rinted at the head of the sheet, 1s num-
bered “27.” This is for the purpose of

enabling firm names to be found. In look-
-~ 1ng for a

irm name the number * 27 ” would
be sought in the second column, that 1s, in
the column 5, and in this way facilitate the
finding of firm names, such Doe & Roe.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent,— -

1. An index sheet having names errello*ed

in columns thereupon in alphabetlcal order, ‘

054,334

and havmg the letters of the alp habet a1
ranged 1n a row transversely of the sheet,
and figures arranged 1n a column at the side
of the column of names, said figures being

‘the alphabetic numbers of the second 1etters
of the said names. '

2. An Index sheet having a plumllty of

30

names arranged in a column in alphabetical

order, said sheet having the letters ot the
alphabet arranged 1n a transverse row
thereupon, said sheet further having two
columns ed]aeent to the sald names, having
figures in sald columns, the ﬁguree of one
of sald columns being the alphabetic num-
bers of the second letter 1n said names, and
the figures in the second column bemﬂ the
the alphebetle numbers of the Second letters

of the said names.
In testimony whereot T have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.
DENIS T. O’SULLIVAN.

Witnesses:
F. D. AMMEeN,
JoaN P. Davis.
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Letters Patent No. 954,334,

ion in

Correct

—_—

It is hereby certified that in Letters Patent No. 954,334, eranted April 5, 1910,

| upon the application of Denis T. (’Sullivan, of West Orange, New Jersey, for an

improvement in *‘ Indexes or Directories,” an error appears in the printed specifi-

cation requiring correction as follows: Page 2, line 43, for the word *‘ second ” read

| therd; and that the said Letters Patent shouild be read with this correction therein

| that the same may conform to the record of the case in the Pa:tent Office.

Signed and sealed this 5th day of December, A. D., 1911.

[SEAL. ] C. C. BILLINGS,

Acting Commaessioner of Patents.
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