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1o all whom it may concern.: -

Be it known that I, Craupe W. Kress, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, county and State of New York, have
mvented certain new and useful Im

following is a full, clear, and exact clescrip-

tiomn.

My invention relates to display counters,
particularly useful in connection with vend-
ing food stuffs, especially sweetmeats.

The object of the invention is to provide a

"display counter upon which the material to

be vended is carried in such a way as to dis-
play the same for inspection, at the same

- time guarding the same against pilferers.

) provide a construction which will be in the
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- A further object of my invention is to

highest degree sanitary in that all parts
which come in contact with the food stuffs

are made of non-porous material which may |

be readily cleansed. For the purpose of
cleaning, the construction is such that the
various parts may be very easily taken down
and separated, thus facilitating in the high-
est degree the attainment of a sanitary fix-
ture. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

|is a perspective view of a counter construct-

ed to embody my invention looked at from
the rear; Fig. 2 is an end elevation relatively
enlarged and showing the upper part of the
counter; Kig. 8 is a perspective detail view

- relatively enlarged; Fig. 4 is a similar view

of another detail; Fig. 5 is an elevation of
another detall partly in section; Fig. 6 is a
cross section of the detail shown in Fig. 5,
showing a slight modification; Fig. 7 is a
section of a modification; Fig. 8 is a rear
elevation of the parts shown in Fig. 7, said
view being partly in section; and, Figs. 9
and 10 are similar views showing a slight
modification, the same parts in one of said
views being shown in a different position
than the other of said views.

~11s the base of the counter, which may be
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of any suitable construction, provided with
compartments and drawers for the storing
of reserve goods. | |
2 1s the top plate of the counter, upon
which the goods rest. = This top plate is
macde up of one or more sections of non-por-
ous material such as glass. In the form
shown in Ifig. 1, the top of the counter is
made up of four glass plates, although the

number .1s 1mmaterial. -

| 1LE( _ prove-
- Inents 1 Display-Counters, of which the |

f

“which

3—3% are partitions preferably of glass or
some other suitable non-porous material,
partitions rest upon the top 2 and
provide stalls in which different goods to be
vended may be placed for inspection. The
shape of these partitions is immaterial so

long as the front edge of each partition in-

clines rearwardly to permit a rearwardly in-
clined front protecting plate 4 to be applied.
This plate 4 is preferably of transparent
glass, whereby any one standing in front of
the counter may readily inspect the goods in
the various stalls. The height of the plate 4

1s such as to make it difficult for an onlooker

to reach over and abstract a portion of the
contents of any of said stalls. Furthermore,
by its rearwardly inclined position, it tends
to protect the goods in the stalls from coming
In contact with any foreign matter and being
handled. . o _ -
In the preferred construction, the parti-
tion plates 3—3* may be readily removed,
they being merely held in place by gravity
and being held from lateral dislodgment by
means of suitable clips, and from longitudi-
nal displacement by a suitable key which T
will now proceed to describe. o
Referring to Figs. 5 and 6, 5—5 repre-
sent the two side arms of a clip, which is
suitably mounted upon the top 9. Between

these clip sides 5—35 is a raised key 5% As

will be seen, the edge of the partition 3 is

slid 1n between the clip sides 5—5, the lower
edge of the partition being notched to af-
tord clearance for the key 5% the notch cor-
responding substantially in shape to the
shape of said key, whereby, when said par-
tition is in place, it will be supported from
falling to one side or the other by the clip
sides 5—5 and will be supported against end-
wise displacement by the key 52. These par-
titions 3, when in place, may serve as in-
termediate supports for the glass front 4,
which 1s particularly desirable when. the
sald front 1s made up of two or more pieces
of substantial length. Ourdinarily, however,
the glass front will be supported by end

pieces 6—6. Suitable angle clips 7—7 are
- provided to connect the ends of the front

4 with the forward edges of the end plates
6—6. - _

The upper part of the counter is likewise
provided with a suitable supporting clip for
the end plate 6. In Figs. 3 and 4 I have
shown suitable clips for this purpose. In

| said Fig. 8 is a clip having a groove at-its
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front to receive the rear edge of the end

plate 6, the lower end of said clip being con-
structed to be secured to the courter 1n any
clesired manner.

In Fig. 4 another clip having the side
cheeks 9—9, generally similar to the chp
shown 1n Fig. 5, is provided to support the
end plate 6 intermediate its length.

In Fig. 5 1T have shown the clip secured to
the base by a screw which penetrates the
glass top 2 and takes into a wood founda-
tion or support 2

In Fig. 6 T have shown the clip 5 as pro-
vided with a bolt whereby it may be secured
directly to the glass 2. In this respect only
is the clip of Fig. 6 different from the chip
of Fig. 5. This form may be employed
where there is no foundation support for
that part of the glass top 2 immediately be-
low said clip.

In Figs. 7 to 10 I have shown a modifica-
tion in which the display counter thus far
described 1s provided with a protector to
guard the food stuff from insects, which ap-
paratus, in some localities and 1n some sea-
sons, 1s necessary for hygienic purposes. In
Fig. 7, 10 represents a glass cover, the for-
ward edge of which may rest upon the up-
per edge of the partitions 3, while the rear
edge of which is suitably connected to an

i

upright 11 of any desired construction. This |

upright 11 1s provided with doors corre-
sponding to the rear of one or more stalls
whereby access may be had to said stalls
from the rear of the counter whenever de-
sired by the attendant.

In Fig. 7 I have shown a door 12 1n the
form of a slide having a finger piece 12*
whereby said slide may be raised for the
purpose of gaining access to the interior of
the counter.

In Fig. 8 I have shown two forms of doors,
including the form already described, and
also a hinged door. The hinged door com-
prises the two members 14—14* hinged to-
oether at the middle, the upper member be-
ing hinged at 15—15 to the rear support or
upright 11. A spring 16 may be employed
to cause the door sections 14—14* to remain
normally closed. 14" is a handle by which
this door may be opened. As shown i Kigs.
9 and 10, it is preferable that these doors
hinge inwardly, the door in Fig. 9 bemng
shown as open, the same door m Iig. 10
being shown as closed. The lower edge of
the door section 14 is preferably guided 1n
a oroove 11* 1n the upright 11.

The various clips which serve to connect
the parts together may be provided with
small bolts which may be easily removed for
the purpose of permitting all or the parts
to be taken down separately for packing and
shipment or for the purpose of permitting
every part of the counter to be thoroughly
cleaned. Tor ordinary daily cleaning, 1t 1s

5 | 953,911 .

|

only necessary however to remove the parti-
tions 3—32%, which, as alrveady described, may
be taken out with very little effort.

What I claim 1s:

1. .\ display counter comprising a top

supporting plate, a rearwardly mclined
transparent front plate, partition plates sup-
ported upon said top plate, the forward
edges of sald partition plates being rear-
wardly inelined at substantially the angle of
the front plate and arranged to support the
latter, all of said parts being separable, and
means to prevent said partitions from shd-
ing rearwardly on said top plate when the
parts are assembled, the lower edges of said
partitions being recessed to recelve said
means.

2. A display counter comprising a top

plate, a rearwardly inchned transparent
front plate, a plurality of transparent par-
tition plates arranged at right angles to the
front plate and having the forward edges
formed at an angle corresponding substan-
tially to the angle of the front plate and ar-
ranged to support the latter, all of said
parts beinge separable, and means to prevent

said partitions from sliding rearwardly on

sald top plate when the parts are assembled,
the lower edges of said partitions being re-
cessed to receive said means. '

3. In a display counter, a top plate of
non-porous material, a transparent Ifront
plate of non-porous material above the same
and inclined rearwardly at an angle rela-
tively thereto, a series of transparent parti-
tion plates of non-porous material arranged
at substantially right angles to the front
plate and standing edge-wise upon said top
plate, means for holding said partitions 1n
an upright position, said holding means be-
ing carried by the top plate, the edge of each
partition plate adjacent to said rearwardly
inclined front plate being arranged to aid n
supporting the latter.

4. In a cisplay counter, a top plate of
non-porous material, a transparent iront
plate of non-porous material supported
thereon and inclined rearwardly at an angle

relatively thereto, a series of transparent

partition plates of non-porous material ar-
ranged at substantially right angles to the
front plate and standing edge-wise upon
said top plate, means for holding said parti-
tions in an upright position, said holding
means being carried by the top plate, and
means to prevent said partitions from mov-
ing end-wise on said top plate.

5. In a display counter, a top plate of
non-porous material, a transparent Iront
plate of non-porous material supported
thereon and inchined rearwardly at an angle
relatively thereto, a series of transparent
partition plates of non-porous material ar-
ranged at substantially right angles to the
front plate and standing edge-wise upon
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ported upon said top

953,911

sald top plate, means for holding said parti- :

tions in an upright position, said holding
means being carried by the top plate, snd
means to prevent said partitions from mov-
ng end-wise on said top plate, said means
including keys carried by said partition
holding means. - _

6. A cisplay counter comprising a top
supporting plate, a rearwardly inclined
transparent front plate, partition plates sup-
plate, the forward
edges of said partition plates being rear-

o

wardly inclined at substantially the angle

of the front plate, all of said parts being
separable, and a transparent protective cov-
ering overstanding said partitions and ex-
tending forwardly to said top plate, said

covering having a support at the rear and a

door in said support for giving access Lo the
space between said partitions.

CLAUDE W. KRESS.
Witnesses:

W. T. Buratc,
- Paur C. Haan.
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