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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Apam A. Grav, re-
siding in Milwaukee, in the county of Mil-
waukee and State of Wisconsin, have invent-
ed new and useful Improvements in Show-
Cases for Umbrellas, Canes, and the Lake,
of which the following is a description, ret-
erence being had to the accompanying
drawings, which are a part of this speci-
fication. ~

My invention has relation to 1mprove-
ments In show cases for umbrellas, canes, and
the like.

The object of the invention 1s to provide
a simple form of show case which will dis-
play a maximum quantity of the articles to
the very best advantage, and which, when
the goods are not being displayed, can be
completely and securely closed up, and the
goods thereby prevented from being dam-
aged or spoiled by reason of undue exposure.

With the above primary object, and other
incidental objects, in view, the invention
consists of the devices and parts, or their
equivalents, as hereinafter more fully set
forth. -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
1s a transverse section of the case, with the
pivoted or hinged sectional front thereot
closed ; Fig. 2 is a similar view of I1g. 1 but
showing the sectional front turned out on
the hinge connections; Fig. 3 1s a horizontal
section of the device, parts broken away;
Fig. 4 1s a view of a fragment of the front
of the device, with the hinged front closed;
Fig. 5 1s a cross section through one of the
interior tubes; Ifig. 6 1s a detail view of the
clamp; and, Fig. 7 is a horizontal section of
a fragment of one of the tubes looking
downwardly.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 8
indicates the case, which 1s preferably of
rectangular form. The front side of the
case 1s made up of sections, the lower larger
section being indicated by the numeral 9,
and the upper smaller section by the nu-
meral 10. The lower edge of the lower sec-
tion is hinged to a protruding portion of
the bottom of the casing by a hinge connec-
tion 11, and the lower edge of the upper
small section is hinged to the upper edge
of the large section by a hinge connection 12.

Secured to the bottom of the case are front
and rear cleats 13 and 14, respectively. The
space between said cleats is filled up by a

- plate 15 having its front and rear edges se-

S

r cured to said cleats. This plate forms a rest

or support for the lower ends of the um-
brellas and canes, and as & means for better
accomplishing this purpose said plate 1s
formed with a series of depressions consti-
tuting pockets 16 1n which the lower ends of
the articles are received. S

Pivoted to the back piece of the case, and
extending forwardly in close proximity to
the end pieces of said case are lazy-tongs
17—17. The forward ends of these tongs
are pivotally connected to the lower hinge
section 9 of the front of the case, near the
upper edge of said section 9. '

A series of tubes 18 are arranged length-
wise of the upper portion of the case. Iach
tube 1s provided on 1ts under side, and
throughout its length, with a longitudinal
slot 19. The opposite ends of each tube are
closed by caps 20—20, which are preferably
removable. Each cap has projecting there-
from a pin or pintle 21. These pins or
pintles extend to and connect with the re-
spective lazy-tongs at the points of intersec-
tion or crossing of the different levers of the

tongs, as clearly shown in the drawing. The
tubes 18 constitute the means for removably

holding a series of clamps, which clamps
are adapted to engage the umbrellas, canes,
or other devices to be displayed. The
clamping mechanism I prefer to be of the
specific form shown in the drawing, and
which will now be specifically described.
Each clamping mechanism is in the form of
a combined spring and clamp constructed
from a single plece of spring wire.
one end this wire is bent into a series of
spring coils 22. From one of the end coils
of this series of coils the wire is continued
downwardly, as indicated by the numeral
23, and thence carried in one direction at
right angles to the coils, thence looped and
carried back and twisted, as indicated by the
numeral 24, said twisted portion forming
one of the handles of the device, thence con-
tinued in the same direction and turned
around into loop form, the loop being pretf-
erably curved or bent inwardly, thence car-
ried back and twisted until the downwardly
bent portion 23 1s reached, the said last
described twisted portion forming one of
the jaws 25 of the clamp, thence carried
across in a single strand 26, thence carried
in a direction at right angles to the strand
26, thence looped the loop being preterably
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to form the other jaw 27 of the clamp; |

thence continued in the same direction and
looped and carried back in a twist to form
the other arm 28 of the clamp, thence car-

responding to the member 23, thence coiled
around to form a second series of Spring
coils 30. The different clamping devices
constructed as above described are ad-
justed to the several tubes 18 by remov-
ing the end caps 20 of said tubes and pass-
ing the springs 22 and 30 1nto the tubes, the
dependmo portions 23 and 29 which con-
nect the springs to the clamp passing through
the slot 19 of each tube, so that the clamps

“occupy positions beneath the tubes.

In adjusting umbrellas, canes, and the
like, such as 31, to the ehmps all that is
necess'uy 1s to press together the handles
24 and 28 of each clamp This will open
the jaws 25 and 27, and permit the upper
ends of the artlcles to be readily inserted
The handles are then
released, and the jaws by reason of the
Spring action will close over the upper end
of the article, and thereby securely retain
the article.
umbrella, or the like, all that 1s necessary,
1s to press the handles of the clamp together,
when, of course, there is no further barrier
to the free withdrawal of the article.

When the different umbrellas, canes, para-
sols, and the like are adjusted to the clamps
in the manner described, the front of the
case 18 closed by turnmo up the hinged

‘sections 9 and 10, and securing said sections

in any desirable manner. As a means for
releasably holding the upper section 10, I
show a hinged top 32, preferably of ghss
the forward edge of said top protruding
slightly beyond the front of the case, and
provided on its under side with a notch 33
adapted to engage the upper edge of the
section 10. _
When it 18 desired to display the goods to
a customer, all that 1s necessary to be done
is to lift the top 32. This releases the front
hinged sections and permits the same to
drop to the position shown in Ihg. 2. As
the forward ends of the lazy-tongs are con-
nected to the lower section 9 of the hinged
front, it will be evident that when said front
18 turned outwardly on its hinges, as just
explained, the lazy-tongs will be pulled out-
wardly and thereby elongated, whereby the
ooods are brought into plfun view of the
customer., and also within easy reach of the
clerk. When the goods are not being dis-
played, it is desirable, in order to plevent
damaO*e thereto, that the hinged front sec-
tions 9 and 10 should be again closed. In

~ closing the front section 9 the lazy-tongs,

6o

of course, are pushed back to their normal
non - e\tended condition, as shown most
clearly in Fig. 1.

When 1t 18 desired to remove an
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From the foretrfomcr descrlptlon 1t will
be seen that I promde not only a most sim-
ple construction for the purpose intended,
but also one possessing the capability of
holding the maximum amount of goods and
Z{eepmo said goods, when not belno dis-
played, free from damaﬂe by dust, or other-

~wise, the device also dffordm@ ‘"111”1]_2)16 CpPOr-

tunlty for the ready display “and exhibition
of the goods to a prospective customer.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. The combination of a case having an
open side and a door for controlling “said
open side,-and extensible devices connected
to the case and the door and provided with
article holding means connected to the ex-
tensible devices only and constructed and
adapted to hold articles in close proximity
with relation to each other while within the
case and to separate the articles to a con-
siderable extent when moved partly out of
the case.

9. The combination of a case having an
open side and a door hinged to the casing

for controlling said open 51de extensible de-

vices within the case and connected to the
case and to the door, and rods provided with
article holding means connected to sald ex-
tensible devices and adapted and construct-
ed to hold articles i close proximity with
relation to each other while within the case
and to separate the articles to a considerable
e*itent when moved partly out of the case.

. The combination of a case having an
open side and a door for controlling “said
open side, the lower edge of the door bemo
hinged to the lower por Fion of the case, par-
allel extensible and contractible devices ar-
ranged within the case near opposite ends
ther eof and havine thelr rear ends connect-
ed to the back of the case and their forw: ard
ends connected to the hinged door, a series
of longitudinal rods hfwmo their opposite
ends connected to the extensible and con-
tractible devices, and a series of clamps con-
nected to each rod, said clamps adapted to
releasably engage and hold umbrellas, canes,
ancl the like. '

4. The combination of a case having an
open side and a door for controlling said
open side, a series of longitudinal tubes ai-
ranged within the case, “and provided on
their under sicles, and lone oltudinally thereof,
with slots, and clamps arranged beneath the
tubes and having members extending
throuch the slots of the tubes, said membels
promded with upper portlons or cdevices fit-
ting within the tubes, and the said clamps
adapted to releasably engage and hold um-
brellas, canes, and the lile.

5. The combination of a case having an
open side, a door for controlling said open
side, a series of open ended longitudinal
tubes arranged within the case, said tubes
provided on their under sides, and longi-
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tudinally thereof, with slots, caps removably !
connected to the opposite ends of the tubes,
and clamps arranged beneath the tubes and
having members extending through the slots
of the tubes, said members provided with
upper portions or devices fitting within the
tubes, and the said clamps adapted to re-
leasably encage and hold umbrellas, canes,
and the like.

6. The combination of a case having an
open side, and a door for controlling said
open side, a series of longitudinal tubes ar-
ranged within the case “and provided on
their under sides, and longitudinally thereof,
with slots, and clamps arranged beneath the
tubes, each clamp having members extend-
ing through the slot of a tube, said members
termmﬂtmg In spring coils ﬁttmg within
the tube.

7. The combination of a case having an
open side and a door for controlling said
onen slde, the lower edge of said door being

contractible devices arr anged within the
case near opposite ends thereof, and having
their rear ends connected to the back of the
case and their forward ends connected to the
hinged door, a series of longitudinal tubes
11;11'1110 their opposite ends connected to the
extensible :;md contractible devices, said
tubes provided on their nnder sides, and lon-
ortudinally thereof, with slots, and clamps
arranged beneath the tubes and having
meinbers extending through the slots of the
tubes, said members provided with upper
pmtlons or devices, fitting within the tubes,

and the said clampb adapted to 1‘elea%ab1y

engage and hold umbrellas, canes, and the
like.

8. The combination of a case having an
open side and a door for controlling said
open side, the lower edge of the door being
hinged to the lower portion of the case, par-
allel extencible and contractible devices ar-
ranged within the case near opposite ends
thezeoi and having their rear ends connect-
ed to the back of the case and their forward
ends connected to the hinoed door, a series
of longitucdinal tubes arranged within the

ase and provided on their under sides, and |
longitudlnally thereot, with slots, and "hav-
1ng caps or closures at their opposite ends,
satd caps or closures provided with project-
ing pins or pintles, said pins or pintles con-
1; ui(.,d to the expansible and contractible de-
vices, and clamps arranged beneath the tubes
and having members eatendmg through the
slots of the tubes, said members p]:'omded
with upper portions or devices fitting with-
in the tubes, and the said clamps adapted to
releasably engage and hold wmbrellas, canes,
and the like.

9. The combination of a case having an |

open side and a door for controlling said

‘open side, a series of longitudinal tubes ar-

ranged WthIIl the case and provided on their
under sides, and 10110*1tudlnally thereof, with

slots, and a series of clamps armn@ed be-

neath the tubes each clamp consisting of |

sprmﬂ clamp jaws and arms, and members
extencding therefrom, and thrmwh the slots

ot the tubes the said ‘members of each clamp
ter 111111.:&1110 in spring coils disposed longi-

tuchnally within the tube, and the saad
clamps adapted to 1"e]ef1c:ab1y engage and
hold umbrellas, canes, ana the like,

10. A clamp for holdmo umbrellas, canes,

and the like formed from a single piece of
spring wire, and comprising a series of
spring coils, the terminal coil having a con-
nectmg nember extending therehom a
twisted spring jaw and handle extendlng at
right angles from said connecting member,
a transverse iember, a second tw1sted
spring jaw and handle extending at right
angles from the transverse member, another
connecting member, and a series of SPring
co1ls (;01111(,(,&3(1 to and extending at right
angles from sald connecting member.

11. The combination of a case having an
open side and a door for controlling said open
side, a series of longitudinal tubes arranged
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within the case and provided on their under

sides, and longitudinally thereof, with slots,
and a ‘361165 of clamps Tormed fmm 8, SIN-
gle piece oi spring wire and comprising a
series of spring coils arranged within the
tube, one of the terminal coils having a con-
necting member extending therefrom and
thloueh the slot, a twisted spring jaw and
handle extendmﬂ at right angles from said
connecting member 2 transverse member, a
second spring jaw and handle e*{tendlnff at
richt angles from the transverse member
anothw connectmﬂ member, and a series of
5p1’-111g coils connected to and extending at
right angles from said connecting member.

12. The combination of a case havmo an
open side, a door for controlling said open
side, the said door hinged at its “lower edge
to the lower portion of the case, lazy-tongs
arranged within the case near opposite ends
theleof and having their rear ends connect-
ed to the back of the case and their forward
ends connected to the hinged door, a series
of longitudinal rods having their opposite
ends connected to the lazy-tongs, and a series
of clamps connected to each rod, said clamps
adapted to releaseably engage and hold um-
brellas, canes, and the like.

In testlmony whereof, I aflix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

ADAM A. GRAU.

Witnesses:
A. L. Morsrry,

Arma A. Krnuoe.
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