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To all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that I, Siveox D. Cnens, a
citizen of the United States, vesuding at
Kensington, in the county of Smith, State
of Kansas, have invented certaln new and
wse ful Tmprovements in Envelops; and L do
herehy declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the mvention,
such as will enable others skilled m the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
S ie, |

This invention relates to envelops of the
class wherein provision 1s made for rem-
forcing the sealing portion, to prevent frac-
ture  during  transportation  through the
mails, and has for its object to improve the
construction and increase the efficiency and
ntility of deviees of this character. B

With this and other objects 1 view, the
imvention consists 1 certaan novel features
of construction as hereafter shown and de-
seribed and then specifically pointed out w
the claim, and mn the drawings illustrative
of the preferred embodiment of the 1nven-
(ion. Iigure | is a view of the envelop ready
to recelve its contents.  Kig. 2 1s a view of
the envelop elosed.  Kig. 3 1s a section on the
line 3--3 of g, 1. Tig. 4 1s a section on
the hine 4—4 ot Mg, 2.

The improvement comprises an attach-
ment which mayv be applied to any envelop
having a sealing flap, and for the purpose
of Mlustration is shown applied to a conven-
tional envelop comprising a front portion
10, end flaps 11-—12, back flap 13, and with
n closure flap 14. The back flap 13 is pro-
vided with a lengitudinally extending sht
15, and the closure flap 14 1s provided with
a similar slit 16, the formation of the shits
in the envelop being the only change made
therein. | 3 |

A strip 17 forms a part of the mmprove-
ment and is provided with adhesive material
indicated at 18 upon one face. The strip 1s
inserted through the slit 15 into the interior

~of the envelop and extended to a point near

the folding Iine 19 between the front por-
tion 10 and the closure flap 14, and the re-
muinder of the strip extending over the
back flap 13, as shown in INigs. 1 and 3.
When the strip is inserted as shown in Figs.
1 and 3 the adhesive material which bears

“aguinst the interior of the end flaps and

hack flap is moistened to cause the strip to

art

|

]

!

adbere thereto. In this condition the en-
velops are furnished to the trade, and after
the contents have been inserted the closure
flap 14 3s closed in the usual manner and

cealed by moistening the adhesive material

indicated at 21. The exposed portion of the

strip 17 is then moistened and folded along

the line indicated by the dotted lime 20 and’

inserted through the slot 16 and forced 1mn-
wardly over the interior portion of the strip
into the position shown m Kig. 2 and pres-
sure applied to cause the two portions ot the
strip to adhere and also to cause the strip to

adlhere to the overlapping portions of the

back flap and closure flaps. DBy this means
the envelop is effectually rveinforced and
strengthened at the weakest point, and the
point which is most liable to be fractured
during transit through the mails.

The strip 17 will preferably be of tough
material, which is capable of withstanding
sovere tearing strains, and may be of cloth or
like fabric it preferved. For some forms of
envelops the strip will preferably be of cloth
or likke material, and 1t is not desired there-
fore to limit the invention to any specific
naterial for the strip.

The improved device 1s simple m con-
struction, can be attached to envelops at a
slight increase of expense, and will operate

effectually for the purposes deseribed, and

preserve the contents of the envelop from

damage dnring transit.

What 18 claimed 18:—

An envelop including a back fiap and a
closure flap provided rvespectively with slits
which are spaced apart when the envelop 1s
closed, and a sealing strip having an ad-
hesive upon one side, said strip extending
through the shit of the back with one end
extending to a point near the fold of the

closure flap and exposed when the envelop

is open and sealed against the inner face ot
the bacl of the envelop and the free end of
the sealing flap inserted through the slit of
the closure flap when the closure flup is
closed and sealed npon the closure flup and
the exposed end of the strip. |
In testimony whereof, T affix my signa-
ture, 1n. presence of two witnesses.
SIMEON D. CILELE.
Witnesses:
JAMEs . GGRAUERIIOLZ,
Livcy Kunwepy.
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