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1o all whom vt may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Hexgy W. StERGE, 2
citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Westgate,” in the county of I‘ayette “and
state of Towa, have invented a new and use-

ful D001 L‘ltCh of which the following is a
specification.

This 111?@11‘51011 1el%tes to door latches and !

1ts object 1s to provide a simple device of
this character which can be readily reversed
so as to be apphed to either side of a door,
the construction of the latch being such as to
permit the same to be easily actu"u,ed from
either side of the door.

A further object is to provide a latch de-

signed to latch a door either in open or in

closed position.

Another object 1s to provide means where-
by the latch can be prevented from being
actnated by live stock.

With thecze and other objects 1m view the
imvention consists of certain novel details
of construction and combinations of parts
herernafter more fully deseribed and pointed
out 1 the claims.

In the accompanying drawings the pre-
ferred form of the invention has been
shown.

In said drawings, Figure, 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the latch and of portions of the
door and the door msma* used in connection
therewith. Fig. 2 a horizontal section
through the latch and po-rtions of the door
and casino g, 3 1s a vertical transverse
section through the latch and adjoining por-
tions of the door. Iig. 4 1s a detail view of
the movable member of the latch. Fig. 5 1s
a section through a portion of the “latch
showing the engaging portion of the keeper
of the momble member of the latch in ele-
vation.

Referring to the figures by characters of
reference A deswnates a. door hingedly con-
nected as at B to a supporting structure C,
sald door being movable against a jamb D in
which 1s formed a recess ¢ across which ex-
tends a slotted plate 1 constituting the
keeper ot the latch. Said latch consists of

a base plate 2 secured 1n any preferred man-
ner to the door A and having oppositely ex-
tending alining studs 3 which project 1nto
apertm es 4 formed in parallel arms consti-

tuting the end portions of the latch and

Whl(‘ll studs 3 form the pivots for the latch

piece 7, 8, 10. One of these arms has been

' notches 6 and a terminal head 7, the end of

this head being rounded and said head being
SO plopmtloned as to pass through the slot
in the keeper 1 and into the recess d. The
other arm 8 of the latch is longer than the
arm 5 and 1s designed to oscillate within a
slot 9 extending transversely through the
coor A, this arm thus constituting means
wher eb the latch can be actuated from the
side of the door opposite to that on which
the base plate 15 secured.

The intermediate portion 10 of the latch is
provided with a V- slmped extension 11 con-
stituting a ﬁnoer plece whereby the latch
can be tllted and a broad spring leaf 12 1s
secured at one end upon the base 2 and 1ts
other or free end bears against the interme-
diate portion 10 as clearly shown in Higs. 1
and 2. This spring serves to hold the arms
5 and 8 normally perpendicularly to the
faces of the door. Straps 13 are secured to
opposite sides of the door and close to the
arm 8, these straps constituting handles
whelebv the door can be readily swung in
either direction and also constituting guards
to prevent live stock from pushing against
the arm 8 or the extension 11 and releasmg
the door.

An angular bracket 14 1s secured to the
supporting structure C at a distance from
hinge B equal to the distance from said
hinge to the extension 11, this bracket being
Drmnde(l with an arm 10 on' which 1s ar-
ranged a projection 16 disposed in the path
of ehtensmn 11.

Tt is to be understood that when the door
A 1s closed, the head 7 will move against one
end wall of the slot m keeper 1 and will be
deflected either upwardly or downwardly
thereby until the head has passed into the
recess . '1he sprmcr 12 will then promptly
return the arms 5 and 8 to their normal posi-
tions and the wall of the slot in the keeper
will thus become seated within one of the
notches 6 and the door will therefore be held
in closed position. A person standing at one
sidde of the door can cisengage the latch
from its keeper by pushing downwardly on
the extension 11 and should a person be at
the other side of the door the latch can be
disengaged by pulling upwardly on the arm
8. In ecither instance the head T is elevated
out of engagement with the lower wall of
the slot 1n the keeper and the door can then
be swung open. If it 1s moved back against

indicated at 5 and is provided with opposed | the suppor ting structure C, the extension 11
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will travel over and engage the projection 16
on arm 13 and thus lock the door in open
position.

It will be seen that this latch is very sim-
ple In construction and can be readily ap-
plied, and, by reason of the peculiar con-
struction of the head T said latch can be used
at either side of a door, thus rendering it
unnecessaryv to construct 1*1011Ls and lefts.

Various changes can of course be made
in the construction and arrangement of the
parts without departing from the spirit or
sacriicing any of the advqnt‘we.s of the 1n-
vention.

What 1s claimed 1s:—

1. A latch including a base having a lin-
Ing oppositely e\tendmg pm]wtmns, AL
pwotalhr mounted upon the projections and
connected by an mtegral intermediate portion
constituting a h‘mdle one of said arms hav-
img a keeper engaging head, and the other
arm constltutmﬂ a hcmdh.,? a spring inter-
posed between the base and the intermediate
portion for holding said portion and the
arms normally in predetellmned positions,
and combined handles and guards secured to
the door and extending close to and beyond
the terminals of the handle arm of the lateh.

. The combination with a supporting
structule and a door mounted for SWINgInge

movement thereon, of a latch ¢ arried bV the

door and 1110111(:11119, a base, arms pivotally |

mounted upon opposed portions of the base,
one of said arms extending through the door

and constituting a hfmdle, an intermediate

062,376

portion integral with the arms and having a

projection. const‘it-uting a, handle, a head

upon the other arm for engaging a keeper,
a spring secured to the base and bearing
against the mtermediate portion to hold the
arms normally in predetermined positions,

and means upon the supporting structure

- and 1n the path of the projection for engag-

ing the same to hold door 1n open ]3051‘[1011
3. The combination with a relatively fixed

keeper and a door mounted for swinging

movement of a latch including a base se-
cured to the door, projections upon opposite
portions of the base and 1n alinement, arms
pivotally mounted upon said projections one
of the arms extending through the door and
constituting a 11:;1,11dle an intermediate por-
tion ﬁ\edly conneetmﬂ the arms and having
an angular projecting portion constituting a
11311(116, a head upon the other arm and mov-
able 1mto engagement with the keeper, a
Spring 111tu’*posed between the base and in-
termeciate portions and constituting means
tor holding the arms normally in predeter-
mined posﬂmns and combined handles and
guards secured to the door and extending
close to and beyond the terminals of the
handle arm of the latch.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
Iy own, L have hereto aflixed my 51':}11.-.1‘hue

m the presence of two witnesses.
_ HENRY W. STEEGIL.
Witnesses:

It. W. Lussy,
IS, Conearaw.
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