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10 ali whoem 4 may conceri:;

Be 1t known that I, Hexry E. RarasuN,
citizen of the United States, and resident of
Providence, county of Providence, Rhode
Island, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Garment-Hangers, of
which the following 1s a specification.

This mnvention relates to coat hangers and
more particularly to that class of coat
hangers which are intended to be folded or
collapsed into small compass when not in
Service. . |

The object of the invention is to make a
simple and efficient device of this class
capable of being collapsed into the smallest

practicable space when not in use and yet

susceptible of quick and easy adjustment to
position for actual use in hanging coats or
other garments.

In 1ts essential features the invention
comprises a three-part hanger of which the
two end sections form extensions to elongate
the hanger to the requisite dimensions for
actual service but which are also capable of
movement with relation to the intermediate
or body member so that in its collapsed posi-
tion the device is practically contained
within the limits of the length of the body

“member.

in the accompanying drawings—Figure 1
represents a perspective view of the entire
device in 1ts extended position. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a side elevation of the device 1n its col-
lapsed position. Fig. 3 i1s a detail view of
the middle or body portion or member of
the device; and Fig. 4 is a detail view of one

of the end members separated from the de-
vice.

In the practice of my invention accord-

ing to the form thereof shown in the draw-
imgs, I provide an intermediate or body
member @ in the form of a skeleton frame
bent into a suitable shape to form a support-
ing member and provided at each extremity
with a pair of eyes o” formed by coiling or
twisting the wire in the form of a helix «’,
the ends of the wire being carried out in a
horizontal plane as indicated at ¢® to form
stops fTor the end or extension members b.
Each end member & consists of a single
piece of wire bent into the shape shown or
any suitable form adapted to carry the coat
or garment to be supported by it. In this

case the wire members & are bent to form

two nearly parallel arms 6" connected by an

l

enlarged loop 0% at one end and having their
free ends terminate in lateral projections 0°
which are arranged to project into the eyes
of the member « to form a pivotal or jointed
connection therewith. If desired these pro-
jecting ends which form the journals or
pintles of the joint, may be headed or en-
larged as at 0* to prevent their being slipped
out of the eyes after the device is once as-
sembled.

When the device 1s in the extended posi-
tion, the arms 4’ of the end members rest
above and directly upon the stops «* of the
intermediate member, these stops serving to
prevent the end members from swinging
downward mto a vertical or depending po-
sition when the device is in use.

When 1t 1s desired to collapse the device
mnto 1ts folded position, the two arms b b of
the end members are forced together into
the position shown in Fig. 2 so that they ave
no longer 1n alinement with or resting upon
the stops ¢* In this position no resistance
15 opposed to their swinging downward be-
tween the projecting ends or stops «¢® since
the end portions of the mtermediate mem-
ber ¢ are in the form of an open fork. This
construction permits each end member when
1ts arms are sprung together, to be swung
mto the collapsed position shown in Fig. 2,
so that the entire device is contained within
the compass or limits of the intermediate or
body portion «. '

The fork-like ends of the body portion
carrying the eyes are somewhat offset from
the main plane or axis of the member ¢ and
this serves to give the device the correct form
when in actual use, while permitting the
compact tolding of the device when not in
use. As shown in the drawings, the nter-
mediate or body member ¢ may be con-
tracted at two intermediate points to receive
the links or eyes of the supporting chain ¢.
The.supporting chain is provided at its mid-
dle point with a suspending ring ¢ so that
the slipping of the chain over the hook on
which 1t is hung is prevented. |

Without attempting to set forth the vari-
ous modifications in form, construction and
arrangement which may be made in the
practice of this invention, what is claimed
18— _ _

1. A garment hanger embracing in its
construction three skeleton wire frames or
members of approximately equal length

{20
C.y

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

119



10

20

g

7 052,359

L.-I-'l-.-l-l-q\-:'

united by pivotal joints to form a continu-
ous garment supporting frame approxi-
mately equal to their total length, the end
meinbers being foldable about said pivotal
joints to lie beneath and parallel with the
middle member, each joint being provided
with a supporting stop from which the mem-
bers may be disengaged by compression in
order to permit the folding of the hanger,
substantially as described.

2. A garment hanger embracing n its
construction a body member provided at
either end with eyes to form bearings, end
members arranged to form longitudinal ex-
tensions of said body member and having
pivotal engagement with the eyes of said
body member to permit their swinging
against the under side of said body member
to lie parallel therewith in order to collapse
the device, substantially as described.

3. A device of the class described embrac-
ing 1n 1its construction, a skeleton frame
formed of wire whose opposite ends are bent

to form eyes terminating in projecting stops,
end members formed also of wire whose
ends are formed into pintles having engage-
ment with said eyes, substantially as de-
seribed. .

4. A device of the class described embrac-
ing 1 1ts construction, an intermediate
frame provided at either end with open
fork-like projections, extension members
having pivotal engagement with the fork-
like members, stops for preventing the piv-
otal movement of the extension members
when the device 1s in use, said extension
members being contractible laterally to dis-
engage them from said stops and to permit
their being collapsed against said interme-
diate frame, substantially as described.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand.

HENRY I, RATHBUN.
In the presence of—

Josera K. GREENE,

I'rep. B, THURBER.
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