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Lo all whom vt may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, Janmes B. if1NCcHER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Adamsvilie, 1n the county of J Bﬂﬁ‘l‘&()ll State

of Alabama, have invented certain new and.

useful Improvements in Trousers-Iasteners;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in

the art to which 1t appertains to make and

use the same. |

This invention relates to devices for fas-
tening the terminals of the waist band of
trousers, and has for one of 1its objects to 1m-
prove the construction and increase the et-

acter.

Another object of the invention is to Pro-
vide a simply constructed device which may
be very quickly and readily connected and
disconnected by the wearer, and which wiil
hold the qust band firmly in position when
1 use. . -

With these and other objects 1n view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction as hereafter shown and de-

seribed and then specifically pointed out in
the claims, and in the drawings illustrative
of the pr eferr ed embodiment of the inven-
tion, Figure 1 1s a dotted line view of a
portlon of a waist band of a pair of trousers
with the improvement in full line m position
thereon. I1g. 21s a plan view of the fasten-
e and Stl"ELpS [i1g. 3 18 a side elevation of
the improved dwlee 1in disengaged position.
If1g. 4 1s a plan, view of the p‘uts shown 1n
]310 3. Fig. 5 i1s a section on the line 5—5
of I‘w 1, enlaro ed, with the parts in coupled
relation.

The 1mproved device comprises two por-
tions, a body portion adapted to be attached
to the waist band at one end and a plate por-
tion adapted to be attached to the waist band
at the other end, the two portions designed
to be 1nterloc! {ed to hold the waist band
terminals firmly in position.

The 1mproved device comprises more &@pe—
cifically a body 10 of sheet metal having a
slot 11 at one end to receive a holding Stmp
19, the latter being adapted to be attached
by stitching or other suitable fastening
means to the waist band of the trousers.

The 1mproved device may be attached to
trousers manufactured from any suitable
111%61 1al, and for the purpose of illustration

2, POL tion of a conventional band 1s shown at

larger aperture as shown at 17.

ficiency and utility of devices of this char-

13 with the bocly 10 fastened thercto, as
shown. The body 10 is also provided with
apertures 14-—15 at the terminals opposite

passed to more securdy fasten the body in
_"i)OSltl(}ll The body 10 is also provided with
a relatively large aperture 16 and with the
body of the plate depressed adjacent to the
The upper
edoe of the body 10 18 provided with a 110Lch
18, Cand the body of the plate is inclined for
short distance acjacent to the notch 18 as
shown at 19, the object to be hereafter ex-
plained.
Pivoted at 20 to the body 10 1s a bar 21
extending over the outer suriace of the body
and provided with a longitudimmal cleft
whereby a lip 22 15 released and 1s bent over
the edge of the body 10 and operates within
the notch 18 and over the inclined portion
19. By this means when the bar 21 1s moved
rearwardly or toward the slot 11 the lip por-
tion 22 enters the notch 18 and releases the
bar 21 from strain, and then when the

‘bar 21 1s moved 1n the opposite direction, or

away from the notch 18, the lip 22 operating

over the 1nclined portion 19 causes the body

of the bar 21 to be pressed against the outer
face of the body 10 L‘{tendlno from the
bar 21 1s a toneue 25 having an outwardly
directed bend 2% intermediate its ends and
with an inwardly directed terminal 23.
The tongue 23 with 1ts portions 24—25 pos-
sesses a mlatlvdy large degree of resiliency,
so that when the bar 21 is moved in one
direction the portion 25 of the tongue enters
the depression 17 and passes throunh the
aperture 16, and as the movement of the
bar 21 continues the terminal 26 of the por-
tion 25 passes to the rear of the plate 16 ad-
jacent to the aperture 10 ag shown 1 Figs.
2 and 5. By this means the outwardly ex-
tendmg portion 24 forms a loop as shown
Figs. 2, 3 and 5, and the tongue 1s locked to
the body 10.

Attached to the opposite terminal of the
walst-band 13 1s a plate 27 having a rela-
tively large aperture 28 at its free end.
The plate 27 1 designed to be forced be-
tween the terminal 26 of the tongue 23 and
the plate 10 when the bar 21 1s in its with-
drawn position as shown in Kigs. 3 and 4,
and with the portion of the ]:11[1409, 07 in ad-
vance of the aperture 28 within the loop
formed by the outwardly directed portion
24 with the portlons 20—20 passing through

'he slot 11 through which stitches may b@ -
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the aperture 28. Then when the member 21
1s disposed In ifs closed position the plate
27 will be firmly locked to the plate 10 as
shown 1 Iigs. 1, 2 and 4. By this means
1t will be obvious that a very simple and
cilicient fastening device is provided which
will firmlv support the terminals of the
walst-band and prevent their accidental dis-
placement until the bar 21 is released.

In operating the device the wearer simply
torces the member 23 into its seat within
the loop formed by the projection 24 and
then moves the bar 21 into its locking posi-
tion, the whole movement requiring very
little exertion, and can be accomplished very
qguickly. When 1t is desived to release the
device 1t 1s only necessary for the operator
to reverse the position of the member 21, or
to move 1t over toward the slot 11, when the
member 23 will be released. |

The parts will preferably be formed from
restlient steel or other similar suitable metal,
and may be formed of any required size and

wiil De japanned or otherwise treated to
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protect the metal. -

The mmproved device is entirely concealed
by the overlapping portions of the svaist
band, and does not detract from the appear-
ance oi the trousers.

LThe 1mproved device 1s simple in con-
struction, can be inexpensively manu-
tactured, and pressed from sheet steel en-
tirely by machinery, and will operate effec-
tually for the purposes deseribed.

What 1s claimed 18:—

1. A device of the class described com-
prising a body having an aperture, a bar
mounted to swing upon said body and pro-
vided with a lip operating over one edge of
the body, said bar having a laterally divected
tongue operating over the body and through
the aperture therecf, and a plate adapted

to be sccured to one terminal of the waist |

band and with an aperture at one end, said
plate operative over the body and with its

052,321

| aperture engaging over the tongue of said

bar.

2. A device of the class described compris-
ing a body having an aperture and adapted
to be secured to one terminal of a walst
band, a bar mounted to swing upon said
body and provided with a lip bearing over
the body at one edge thereof and with a
laterally extending tongue, the inner por-
tion of the tongue next the body being
curved away from the body and the remain-
ing portion of the tongue curved in the op-
posite direction and adapted to pass through
the aperture thereof when the bar is ar-
ranged 1n closed position and engage against
the body at its free end, and a plate adapted
to be connected to the opposite terminal of
the waist band and provided with an aper-
ture at 1ts free end, said aperture engaging
over the inner portion of said tongue when
the bar 1s arranged in closed position.

3. A device of the class described com-
prising a body having an aperture and a de-
pression communicating with the aperture,
a bar mounted to swing upon said body and
provided with a lip operating over one edge
of the same, said bar having a tongue op-
erating over the body and reversely curved
longitudinally, the outer curved portion of
the tongue passing through the aperture
of the body and the inner curved portion
forming an outwardly directed loop oppo-
site the depression in the body when the
bar 1s arranged in closed position, and a
plate adapted to be secured to one terminal
of the waist band and with an aperture at
one end, said plate operative over the body
and with its aperture engaging over the
tongue and within the loop portion thereof.

In testimony whereof, I aflix my signature,
1n presence of two witnesses.

JAMES B. FINCHER.
Witnesses: |

W. E. Ecrripes,
B, H. Buoz.
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