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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, RowLin R. Braxe-
MAN, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Palatka, i the county of PPutnam and
State of Iflorida, have invented new and
userul Improvements in Mop - Heads, of
which the following is a specification.

T'his invention relates to improvements in
mop heads, particularly with reference to
improved means for locking the jaws of the
mop head m adjusted position and prevent
the jaws from being casually released by the
casual movement of the traveling nut on the
screw ferrule of the mop stick, and the said
mvention consists 1n the construction, com-
bimation and arrangement of devices herein-
atter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
1s partially an elevation and partially a sec-
tion of a mop head provided with a locking
device constructed in accordance with my
ivention. Fig. 2 is a similar view at right
angles to If1g. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail inverted

perspective view of the locking device. Ifig.

4 1s a.detail elevation of the jaw 4.

The mop stick 1 has one end secured in a
screw ferrule 2 on which operates a travel-
ing nut 3. To the lower end of the screw
terrule 1s attached the central portion 4* of
a jaw 4, which jaw is slotted on either side
of the central portion 42, a pivot device, here
shown as a screw 5 embedded in the lower
end of the stick and extending through the
bottom of the screw ferrule, being employed
to connect said jaw 4 to the lower end of
the screw ferrule. '

In accordance with my invention the head
6 of the pivot projects from and beyond the
lower side of the jaw 4 and is of other than
cylindrical form being preferably rectangu-
lar in form. The movable jaw 7 of the mop
head has at i1ts ends upwardly extending
inwardly inclined arms 8, the upper ends of
which are hook shaped as at 9 and are ex-
tended through openings 10 in the traveling
nut, whereby the said jaw 7 is connected to
the traveling nut and hence when the jaws
4, T and the traveling nut 8 are turned, the
stick 1 and the screw ferrule being station-
ary, the said jaw 7 will be moved by the mo-
tion of the traveling nut on the screw ferrule
toward or from the jaw 4 to clamp or re-
lease the mop cloth between said jaws as
will be readily understood.

It has been an objection heretofore to

mop heads of this construction that the jaws

and the traveling nut are liable to be casu-

‘ally turned with reference to the mop stick

and the ferrule and hence cause the jaws to
casually release their grip or compression on
the mop cloth and it is the object of my
invention to provide means to prevent such
casual turning of the jaws and the traveling
nut.

In accordance with my invention I pro-
vide a locking plate 11 of suitable size and
which 1s double or bent to dispose it in U-
shape cross sectionally to form a pair of
webs 12, 13 to receive the jaw 4 between
them as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2. The
lower web 12 is provided at its center with
an outwardly opening slot 14 of sufficient
width to receive the head 6 of the pivot 5
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between 1its sides and the upper webs 13 -

1s provided with a recess 15 to clear the
lower end of the screw ferrule.

Hence 1t
will be understood that the said lockine
plate by the engagement of the sides of the
pivot head 6 with the sides of the slot 14
effectually locks the jaw 4 and hence also
the jaw 7 and the traveling nut against rota-
tion, the pivot secrew 5 being immovable in
the mop stick. To more effectually secure
the locking plate in place, I provide the webs
thereof with coincident openings 16 and pro-
vide bolts 17 for insertion in said openings
and to pass through the slots of the jaw 4.

It will be understood that my improved
locking plate will be attached to the mop
head after the jaws of the latter have been
adjusted to secure the mop cloth, which has
been placed between them.

Having thus fully described the inven-
tion, what is claimed as new, is:—

1. The combination of a mop stick, a mop
head having a screwed ferrule on the stick,

a longitudinally slotted jaw, a pivot extend-

ing through the center of said jaw, con-
nected to the screw ferrule and having an
angular head on its outer end on the outer
side of said jaw, a traveling nut on said
screw ferrule, movable lengthwise thereof
when said screw ferrule is turned, and a
movable jaw guided in the slots of the first
mentioned jaw and connected to and mov-
able with said traveling nut, in combination
with a locking plate, U-shaped in cross sec-
tion, to receive the said slotted jaw and hav-
ing one web provided with a recess to clear
the screw ferrule, and the other web pro-
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vided with a slot, the sides of which engage
the angular head of the pivot and prevent
rotation of the jaws and traveling nut.

2. The combination of a mop stick, a mop
head having a jaw pivotally connected to
the mop stick, a pivot for said jaw having
a head projecting beyond said jaw, a mov-
able jaw and a screw element to operate
said movable jaw, a locking device for at-

tachment to the first mentioned jaw and hav- 19
g means to engage said pivot head to lock
sald first mentioned jaw against rotation.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.
' ROLLIN R. BRAKEMAN.
Witnesses:
Iip I. OwEexs,
Ernver K. HAsKELL.
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