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To all whom 1t may concern.:
- Be it known that I, Ruporru C. RasMUS-
SEN, a citizen of the United States, and resi-
dent of the city and county of Philadelphia,
State of Pennsylvania, have invented an
Improvement in Collapsible Cots, of which
the following 1s a specification. |

My invention relates to cots, intended
more partieularly for field-hospital service,
which may be collapsed or folded into a
small, compact form and may be quickly
opened cut for use. | | |

When in active service the canvas of the
cot is Hable to be injured or oiled, and fre-
quent changes are necessary. It has been
ustiad to attach the canvas to the side-rails
by tacks or similar fastenings, and the can-
vas could only be detached by drawing out
the tacks. Not only ‘did this involve con-
siderable labor and time, but the repeated

driving of tacks or similar fastenings into

the wood of the side railg soon broke down
the fibers of the wood and rendered the rails
useless. Detachable connection by means of
oromets is also objectionable, since stch
fastenings are not sufficiently strong, and
injure the fabric. S

1t is one of the objects of my invention to
dispense with fastenings, such as tacks or
sromets, and to enable the canvas to be sup-
ported by hems at the sides while permitting
it co be removed and replaced with facility
and expedition. |

[n carrying out my invention 1 employ

sectional side-rails, the members of which

are connected with the central leg by sépa-
rable hinges. The sidé hems of the canvas
“ave formed with an opening at the middle,

~and when’it is desired to change the canvas
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it is only necessary to disconnect the hinges
at the inner ends of the rail scetion, to slip

the side hems off the section through the

middle opening in the hem, and then to slip
sn the hems of the new canvas and. cennect
the hinges, all of which can. be done 1n a
very few ‘moments. Another ‘difficulty

which has been experienced with cots of this
kind is that the end-sticks or cross-bars,

which form the transverse struts, between
the side-rails at the head and foot must
be detached and drawn out of the pockets
formed by the hems in the end of the can-
vas, when the cot is collapsed. - Being thus

! they are frequently lost, so that the cot is

rendered useless. .

It is an object of my invention to over-
come this difficulty by enabling the end-
sticks to remain in their pockets in the hems
of the canvas when the cot is collapsed.

'This T accomplish by jointing the end-sticks
at the middle in such a manner, that, while

they may be folded up within the cot with-
out removal from the hems, when the cot 1s
collapsed, their joints will not interfere with
their effectiveness as struts between the side-
rails when the cot is opened. |

In my drawings, Ifigure 1 is an end eleva-
tion of a cot embodying my invention; Ig.
9 is a plan view of the cot on a reduced
seale; Fig. 8 is.a perspective view of one of
the end-sticks; Fig. 4 is a sectional view ot
the hinge between one of the side rails and

the central leg; Fig. 5 is a plan view of one

of the side-rails and end leg when the parts
are collapsed; Fig. 6 is a front elevation of

one of the legs when collapsed; and Tigs. 7,

3 and 9 are perspective views of details.
The cot consists of side-rails «, end-
sticks 0, jointed legs ¢ ¢ ¢* and canvas ¢ car-
ried by the side-rails and end-sticks. 'The
side rails are each composed of two pieces «’

«? jointed together at the middle by plates

¢ to which the upper ends of the members
of the middle leg ¢ are secured. The ends
of the side-rails are hinged to plates 7 to
which the upper ‘ends of the members ot the
end legs ¢ ¢* are secured. The end-sticks )
are cach composed of two pieces &7 D? jointed
together at the middle by a plate g. The
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ends of the picces b7 0% are adapted to en--

onge the ends of the side railg, as by the

sockets 2 adapted to receive the pins A7 on
the extremities of the rails.

The legs are composed of crossed bars piv-
oted dt the middle as at ¢, one of the bars

being formed of two pieces j § connected by

an S-shaped castings 77.  This particular
construction of the legs is however well

known and forms no part of my invention.
The upper ends of the members of the end
legs ¢ and ¢* are provided with angular
plates f, tue angular extensions f ot which
are hinged to the ends of the side rails, so
that they may be folded up against thé side-
rails, as shown in full lines in- Fig. 5, when
thescot is collapsed. B |
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detached from the -other parts of the cot,d- The upper ends of the members of the' |
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middle leg ¢ are
castings e, the arms ¢’ of which are detach-
ably hinged to the ends of the side-rail sec-
tions «” « 1In the construction shown the
arns e are provided with transverse pins ¢2,

and the ends of the sections a’ ¢ are fornied

with slots 7 adapted to receive the pins.
Small serews 7 pass transversely througeh the

stots outside of the
engagentent.
side-rails are folded on their hinge joints
and le against the leg as shown in dotted
lines in IFig. 4. Other forms of separable
hinge connections hetween the side-rail see-
tions «” «* and the middle legs may be en-
ployed, but they must be such that they can
readily be separated or disconnected. ~ The
object of making the hinge connection de-
tachable is to permit the bottom canvas d to
be easily removed and replaced.  As shown
the canvas is hemmed along the sides and
ends as at ¢ to form pockets for the side-
rails aind end-sticks, and these hems are
vided with openings d* at the middle. When
the sections @ @2 of the side-rails are dis-
connected from the leg they may be casily
slipped  from the pockets formed by the
hem, so that the canyas may be detached.
To detach the ends of the canvas the ends
of the end-sticks are sprung loose from {he
side-rails and the cross-bars
of the hems. A new plece of can as mav
then be slipped on the side rails, after which
the seetions of {he rails are reattached to the
leg and the ene-sticks are slipped througl
the end hems and are sprung into engagpe-
ment with the side-rails. T t'takes but a few
moments to thus detach and remove a soiled
or mjured canvas and to apply a new one.
To collapse the cot the ends of the bars 4 7
are disconnected from the stde-rails and {he
cot is folded on the conter line; this colla PSS
¢ and, ¢® and brings the side-rails
.« together. The end ] eas ¢ and ¢* are then
folded over the
the position shown in dotted lines to ihat
shown in full lines in IFie. 5, and at {he
e tine the memhers o gnd o of the side-
ratls nre Tolded on heiy

pins and prevent (js-

When the cot is collapsed the

Pro-

are slipped out

provided with T-shaped | opposite sides of the center

top of the side-rails from

himges down Upon | !
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leg ¢’.  As'the
bars & b are jointed at the middle they may
be folded
Iines in Fig. 3 between the side rails without
being removed from the hems in the ends
of the canvas. |
What T elaim is as follows: |
LoIncacot the combination of folding

legs, side-rails carried by said legs, a canvas.

bottom carried by said side-rails and Ppro-
vided at each end witl « hem forming a
ransverse pocket, and an end-stick extend-
g throngh the pocket of the bottom at each
end. detachably connected with the ends of
the  stde-rails ™ ang composed of sections
hinged together at the middle on a vertical
ANIS. ' | .
2. Ina cot the combination of tolding end
ad middle Tegs, side-rails hinged at their
outer ends to the end legs and composed
of sections detachably hinged together and
to the middle legs,” end-sticks detachably
connected with the ends of the side-rajls and
L canvas bottom provided on each side with
a hem forming a pocket to receive the sec-
tions of the side-rails, said hem having an
opening at its middle adjacent to the de-
tachable hinged connection of the rail-see-
tions with the middle leg. '

3. Ina cot the combination of folding end
aud middle legs, side-rails hinged at their
outer ends to the end legs and composed of
sections detachably hinged together and to
the middle legs, a canvas bottom provided
ou each side with a hem forn'ling a pocket to
recerve the sections of the side-rails said
hem having an opening at its middle adja-
cent to the detachable hinged connection of
the rail-sections with the middle leg, and a
jointed end-sticl detachably connected with
the side-rails at each end and carried by the
ends of the canvas bottom,

In testimony of which invention, I have
hereunto set my hand.

RUDOLPH €. RASMUSSEN.

Witnoessey:
Erxest Howan HunNmer,
R. M. Kenny,

in horizontally as shown in dbtted
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