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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cmarues L. BARNU"\C[, '

citizen of the Um‘ted States, residing at

Kiefer, in the county of Creek and State
have invented certam new
and useful Improvements in Resilient Sup- |
ports for Carriage-Tops, of whlch the fol-

of Oklahoma

lowing is a specification. - .
Thls invention relates to carmwes and
wagons and refers partlcuhrlv to an qt—-

' tachment to tops to be applied to same.
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The invention has for an object the pro-
vision of an attachment whereby the top 1s
resiliently held in a closed posi

vehicle and which thereby prevents any
damage to the body of the vehicle by reason

of the striking of the ribs or bows of the."

top against the same.

The invention provides the operatmn of
means whereby the attachment may be ad-
justed so as to either increase or decrease the.
- tension of the same relative to the weight of

the top which is supported thereon.

For a full understanding of the inven-
tion and the merits thereof and also to ac-
quire a knowledge of the details of con-
struction and Lhe means for effecting the

result, reference is to be had to the follow-
ing descmptlon and accompanying dmw-'

ings in which:
I‘wure 1 1s a side elevatmn of a Vehlcle

tion of a view of the bows of the top In a

closed position and having the improvement | 1
pphed to the same, the device being de-'-

tached from the vehicle body.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1n the tollowing deseription and indi-
cated 1n all the views of the (:11 awnws by :

the same reference characters.

10 deswnates the body of a carrmoe thh

18 pwvlded with a 51de rail which carries
the front

bolt 12 in the usual manner. Piv-
otally mounted upon the front bolt 12 1s a
main bolt 13 upon which the intermediate
bow 14 is pivoted, which in turn supports
the rearmost bow 15.
15 are adapted to support a cover, 16, of
any adaptable construction.

spring 18. The rear extremity of the
spring 18 1s curved bachwaldly upon 1ts=elf '

1011 when
not in use in order to prevent the jarring
of the same incident to the motion of the

the same.

h‘wmfr a top with the improvement
apphed theleto and Fig. 2 is a side eleva-

The bows 13, 14, and
The body 10 |

eatends later a,lly there[rom to 811ppmt the
bows when the cover is closed.
The improvement which is the subject of

this invention comprises a leaf spring 18,

which is curved at right angles at its lmvu
extremity as at 19, which lower exty emity 18

'apeltmed for the reception of the iront

bolt 12 n order to pivotally support the leaf

the curved portion being designated by the
numeral 20, and a

18. The curved portion 20 is bent upwardly

to engage against the under side of the rear-

most bow 15 in order to properly support

of the device. The means em-

sSdIlle.

frictional engagement of the lugs 22 by the
employment of a portion of 1eather thh 1S

positioned between the lugs and adapted to
“engage the bow 15 when the cover 18 closed.

Tor regulating the tension of the bent
portion 20 of the spring a strap

the 10013 21. " The strap is plovlded with 2

buckle 25 of common construction employed-
for the purpose of adjusting the length of
‘the same and
‘rear end of -

‘Referring to the drawings, the numeral |

thus the chstance between the

per end of the bow 15.
When the top 16 is folded down the leaf

 spring 18 is engaged upon the rest 17 when

the bows 15, 14 and 13 are respectively en-

It 1s readily seen

parts that the outer or rear end of the leaf
spring 18 produces in conjunction with the

1s Turther pmv:s.ded with a rest 17 whlch | retumed or bent portmn 20 a double resili-

loop 21 is formed at the
point of ]unctuu, Whlch disposes the same
upon the rear extremity of the leaf spring

24 1s em-
ployed which is riveted as at 26, to the bow

15 adjacent the upper end thereaf the strap
24 being depended and -enﬂaoecl through

he leaf spring 18 and the up-
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The bent portion 20 is extended

forwardly to a point approximately central -
| of the leaf spring 18 in order to 1ncrease the
resiliency
ployed for retaining the outer end of the

bent portion 20 wamst the bow 15 com-
‘prises backwardly eztended Tugs ‘22 which
are laterally formed upon the bent portion
20 and which are adapted for engagement
‘against the opposite sides of the bow 15 to
'prevent the lateral displacement of the
The bow 15 1s protected from the
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‘gaged upon the spring 18, whence the weight
of 'the top 1s dlstllbuted upon the bent por-
‘tion 20 of the spring.
from this construction and arrangement of
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ent action, thereby increasing the effective-
ness of such a device. The opposite side of
the body 10 is provided with a similar ar-
rangement in order to support the opposite
bows of the top. _

Having thus described the invention what
1s claimed as new 1s:

1. In a device as specified the combination
with a vehicle of a folding top therefor, a
leaf spring pivotally mounted concentric-
ally with the bows of said top, a loop formed
upon the rear extremity of said spring, a
strap acdjustably engaged through said loop
and about the upper end of the rearmost of
the bows of said top, a returned portion
formed on said spring for engagement with

~the inner face of said rearmost bow, lugs

laterally extended from the outer extrem-
1ty of said returned portion, said lugs be-
ing curved backwardly to engage the oppo-
site sides of said rearmost bow and a portion

of flexible material carried between said

lugs for preventing frictional engagement

30

of said lugs against the sides aforesaid.

2. A device as specified comprising a plu-
rality of bows pivotally mounted upon a
vehicle to support a cover therefor, a rest
mounted adjacent said bows on the vehicle,
a leaf spring concentrically pivoted with

sald bows and adapted for engagement on

951,520

said rest at an intermediate point thereof, a
returned portion formed on the rear extrem-
1ty of said leaf spring, a loop formed at the
junction of said leaf spring and said re-
turned portion, an adjustable strap engaged
through said loop and carried by the adja-
cent bow, lugs formed on the outer end of
sa1d returned portion for engagement with
the adjacent bow, and a portion of flexible
material 1nterposed between said lugs and
said bow to protect the bow from frictional
engagement with said lugs.

3. A support for carriage tops including
a leaf spring concentrically pivoted with a
carriage top, a loop formed upon the rear
end of said spring, a returned portion ex-
tencded forwardly from said loop, lugs
formed upon the forward end of the re-
turned portion for engagement with the
bows of the top, and a strap engaged
through said loop and about the adjacent
bow of the top for tensionally retaining said
returned portion against the bows.

in testumony whereof I aflix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES I.. BARNUM.

Withesses:
Wirriay E. Hagzr,
Lewis I'. RicoaRrDpsox.
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