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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1. Lro Buriicn, a citi-
zel of the United States, residing at St.
Louis, Missouri, have mvented a cerfain new
and useful Improvement in Closures for
Mail-Receiving Apertures, of which the fol-
lowing is a tull, clear, and exact deseription,
such as will enable others skilled 1n the art
to which it appertains to malke and use the
saine, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, forming part of this Specifica-
tion. |

Figure 1 is a detail view of 5 mail chute
showing my improved mai aperture closure
1IN position thereon; Fig. 2 is a side eleva.
tional view of the same.

This invention relates to a new and useful

Improvement in mail aperture closures for
mail chutes, the object being to provide
means for preventing bulky packages of
mail matter from being introduced into the
nm.ﬂ-receiving aperture. . |

My present application is a division of an
application filed by me August 10th, 1907,
Serial No. 388,007.

In the drawing, 1 indicates g section of a

mail chute, which, so tar as my present in-
vention 1s concerned, may be of any suitable
construction or design.

) 1s a plate constituting part of the front
wall of the mail chute,

which plate is se-

cured In position on the side walls 4, said
plate having a forward housing-extension
10 1n the upper wall of which is an opening
11 constituting the mail-receiving aperture.
On each side of this mail-receiving aperture
are two bails 12 and 192 pivotally mounted
on the housing 10 at 18 and 13a respectively.
Connected to these bails below and above
their pivotal points of connection to the
housing respectively are lever arms 14 whose
cross piece 15 forms practically a back guid-
g wall for the mail-receiving aperture. A
spring 16 tends to normally hold the arms 14
and the cross piece 15 in a forward position.
In the event that mail matter of orcinary
size 1s introduced into the opening 11 it is
obvious that the cross plece 15 need not be
moved. In the event, however, that bulky
packages are sought to be introduced into the
mail-receiving aperture the cross plece 15
will be moved rearwardly toward the chute
and such movement will cause the bails 19

and 12* to approach each other and close the |

|

mail-receiving aperture
that it is impossible to
package therein. |

ffrom the above it will be seen that the
part 15 constitutes a barrier across the mail-
recelving aperture, which barrier prevents
the introduction of majl larger than the
usual size, into the aperture. Any attempt
to Introduce bulky packages into the aper-
ture will necessitate the movement of the
barrier and the closure of the aperture. It
will thus be seen that in the ordinary opera-
tion of dropping a plece of mail into a mail
chute, it is 1impossible to crowd a bulky pack-
age into the mail-receiving aperture.

I am aware that in certain mail chute con-
structions heretofore patented, various de-
vices have been utilized for the purpose of
preventing the introduction of bulky pack-
ages 1mto the chute, but in so far as 1 am
aware, these devices have been located on the
interior of the chute or within the housing
i1 which the mail recelving aperture is
formed. Therefore, such devices do not pre-

11, or so reduce it
introduce a bulky

| vent the introduction of bulky packages

through the mail receiving aperture, but en-
gage said packages after they have been par-
tially inserted through the aperture, and
when an attempt is made to remove a pack-
age partially inserted and caught by the de-
vice in the chute, there is tendency to tear
and mutilate the
will be noted that my
closure means is
tertor of the chute, and therefor the aperture
will be closed or reduced in size when an
attempt is made to mail a bulky package in
the chute and before any portion of said
bulky package is inserted through the aper-
ture, | | - |

I am aware that minor changes in the con-
struction, arrangement and combination of
the several parts of my device can be made
and substituted for those herein shown and
described without in the least departing
irom the nature and principle of my inven-
tiomn. |

Having thus
I claim 1s:

1. A mail chute having a mail-receiving
aperture and means on the exterior of the
chute for preventing the introduction of
bullsy packages into said aperture.

2. A mail chute having mail-receiving

improved aperture

cover of the package. It

described my invention, what
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aperture, a barrier adjacent to said aper-
ture, and means on the exterior of the chute,
and operated by said barrier to close the

- aperture.

10

20

o A mail chute having a mail-receiving
aperture, a movable part adjacent to said
aperture, and means on
chute, and connected to said movable part
for closing the said aperture when the mov-
able part 1s operated.

4 A mail chute having a mail-recelving
aperture, a barrier across said aperture, and
means operated by said barrier to prevent
he introduction of bulky packages into
said aperture when barrier is moved.:

- L ]

5. A mail chute having a mail-receiving
aperture and means on the exterior of the

chute for closing said aperture upol the
attempt to introduce bulky packages there-
into. |

¢ The combination of a mail chute hav-
ing a mail-receiving aperture, 2 movable ele-
ment adjacent said aperture and means for
closing said aperture upon attempting the
ntroduction of bulky packages thereinto,

anid means including a closure connected to

nid movable element; substantially as de-

 geribed.

ol

7 The combination of a mail chute hav-
ing a mail-receiving aperture, a movable ele-

“ment adjacent said aperture, and means 0P-
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wall is moved in one direction;

erated by said movable element to close said
aperture upon attempting the introduction
of bulky packages thereinto; substantially
as described.

9 The combination of a mail chute hav-

ing a mail-receiving aperture, a movable ele-
ment adjacent sald aperture, and a swinging
hail connected to said movable element and
movable to close said aperture when sald
substantially
as described. ,

9 The combination of a mail chute hav-
ing a mail-receiving aperture, a movable ele-
ment adjacent said aperture, and two bails
connected to sald movable element, and ca-
pable of motion toward each other
said aperture when sald element is moved
in one direction; substantially as described.

10. The combination of a mail chute hav-
ing a mail-receiving aperture, & movable ele-
ment adjacent said aperture, 2 pair of clo-
«ures movable toward and from each other,
and a spring for holding said movable ele-
ment and closures in normal position; sub-

stantially as described.

the exterior of the

to close :
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11. The combination of a mail chute hav- -
ing a mail-recelving aperture, a movable ele-

ment adjacent sald a

holding said movable element in normal po-

perture, a spring for
60

sition, and means connected to said movable

element
ture upon attempting the
bulky packages theremto;
described.

12. A mail chute having a
aperture, and 2 spring-held means on
oxterior of the chute for preventing the 1n-
oduction of bulky packages into sald aper-
ture.

tor reducing the arvea of said aper--
introduction of
substantially as
- 65
mail recelving -
the

70 .

13 The combination of a mail chute hav-

ing an extending housing in which is formed

] *

. mail-receiving aperture, and means on the

axterior of said housing for preventing the

‘niroduction of bulky packages 1nto sald

aperture.

14. A mail
aperture, and means located in a plane above
the aperture for closing the same upon at-
tempting the introduction of bulky packages
into said aperture. ' B

15. A mail chute

and operated by said
aperture.

(6. A mail chute having a mail recelving .

having a mail-recelving
aperture, a barrier above said aperture, and
neans between said barrier and the aperture
barrier to close the

chute having a mail-receiving
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aperture, a spring-held barrier above the ap-

to close the aperuure.

17 In a mail chute having a mail recetv-

90

ing aperture, an aperture closure, and means |

Tocated on the exterior of the mail chute for

actuating said aperture closure. |
18, In a mail chute provided with a mail

95

recelving aperture, a Pair of aperture clo-

sures, and means

closures.
19. In

recelving aperture, a pair of aperture clo-

cures, and an element on the exterior of the

mail chute for simultaneously moving sa1d
aperture closures toward one another.
In testimony whereotf

Tocated on the exterior of
ihe mail chute for actuating said aperture

2 mail chute provided with a mail

I hereunto affix my 10

sionature 1n the presence of two witnesses,

fhis 20th day of January, 1909.

Witnesses:
F. R. CORNWALL,
].evorE CLARK.
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erture, and means operated by said barrier
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