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Lo all whom 1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Waurer J. Fuston,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Waxahachie, in the county of Kllis and
State of Texas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Gate-Latches,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to gate latches, and
the object thereot 1s to provide a latch which,
1n its closed position, supports the weight of
the gate from off its hinges, and is held in
its closed position by the weight.

In the accompanying drawings, which
1llustrate my invention, and form a part of

lon of a gate provided with my improved
latch. Fig. 2 1s an enlarged elevation of
my improved gate latch, and, Fig. 3 13 a
side elevation thereof. |

Referring specifically to the drawings, a
gate 1 1s mounted between gate posts 2 and
3, being hinged at 4 to the post 2. The gate
post 8 is provided with a bearing plate 5,
and with a latch piece 6, vertically alined
above said plate 5, which latch piece 6 and
bearing plate 5 may be formed integral with,
and upon the upper and lower ends respec-
tively of, a member 6% secured to said post.

Mounted with its inner end pivotally se-
cured at 7, upon the gate 1, and extending
outwardly beyond the side bar 8 thereot,
through portion 9* of a guide bracket 9, car-
ried thereby, 1s a horizontal latch bar 10, the
free end of which is adapted for engagement
with the latch piece 6, and which 1s pro-
vided upon its inner pivoted end, with a
downwardly extending angular arm 11.
The extremity of the angular arm 11 of
latch bar 10, i1s pivotally connected at 11
by means of a link 12, to a bar 13, at 13%
intermediate the ends thereof, which bar 13
is pivotally mounted at its rear end, at 14,
upon gate 1, and extends substantially par-
allel with latch bar 10, and through the por-
tion 9° of guide bracket 9.

A leaf spring 16 secured to gate 1 and
bearing upwardly against bar 13, tends to
hold pivot point 112 to either side of a line
drawn through the pivots 7 and 132, to
which it is moved. Thus when latch bar 10,
the forward end of which forms a handle
15, is raised and the gate open, the parts will

this specification, Figure 1 1s a front eleva-
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be held in the upper position shown 1n dot-
ted lines in Fig. 2, while when closed, the

welght of the gate rests upon the end of

bar 13, upon bearing plate 5, and, as will be
apparent, through the connections shown,
pulls the latch bar 10 tightly down within
latch piece 6. | -

Having fully described my invention, I
claim:

1. In a gate latch of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a gate post,
provided with superposed bearing plate and
latch piece, of pivotally superposed bars
carried by said gate and arranged to en-

gage said bearing plate and said latch piece,

ancd connections between said superposed
bars adapted to swing the upper of said
superposed bars downwardly when the lower
of said superposed bars is swung upwardly,
substantially as described.

2. In a gate latch of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a gate post,
provided with superposed bearing plates,
and latch pieces, of a latch bar pivotally
mounted upon the gate to engage said latch
piece, a bar pivotally supported upon the
oate parallel with said latch bar and to rest
at one end upon said bearing plate and sup-
port the gate thereby, and connections be-
tween the said bar and the latch bar, to
draw the latter tightly within its latch piece,
substantially as described.

3. In a gate latch of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a gate post
provided with superposed bearing plate and
latch piece, of a latch bar horizontally piv-
otally mounted at its inner end upon the

| gate to engage said latch piece with its outer

end, and provided upon its said inner end
with an angular extension, a bar pivoted
upon the gate parallel with said latch bar,
adapted to rest with its forward end upon
the said bearing plate, and a pivotal link
connecting said bar to the end of sald an-
oular extension of said latch bar, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I afiix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WALTER J. FUSTON.
Witnesses:
Tromas Coox,
Carvin T, NaLy
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