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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frank
citizen of the United States, residing at
Beaver Falls, in the county of Beaver and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new

“and useful Cord-Clamp, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.
The invention relates

to improvements 1n

cord clamps for window shades, awnings,

transoms, ete. | |

The object of the present invention 1s to
improve the construction of cord clamps,
and to provide a simple, inexpensive and efii-
cient cord clamp, designed for use In con-
nection with window shades, awnings, tran-
soms and other devices having adjusting
cords or ropes, and adapted when a cord or
rope is pulled upon to permit the same to be
drawn readily through it for enabling the
shade, awning, or the like to be raised, and

capable of automatically gripping such cord -

or rope for securing the same in its adjust-
ment. _ D

The invention also has for its object to
provide a cord clamp, adapted to prevent a
window shade, awning or the like from ac-

cidentally dropping, and capable of being

readily operated to permit a rope or cord
to slide freely through it when it 1s desired
to lower the window shade, awning,
like. -

With these and other objects in view, the

invention consists in the construction and
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully

described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, and pointed out in the claim

hereto appended; it being understood that

various changes in the form, proportion, size
and minor details of construction, within the
scope of the claim, may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing
any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawing:—EFigure 1 1s a perspec-

tive view of a cord clamp, constructed in

accordance with this invention and shown
applied to a window frame. Fig. 2 1s a
vertical sectional view of the same.
is a similar view, illustrating the manner ot

disengaging the clamping lever from the op-

erating cord.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the

drawing.

1 designates a bracket, consisting of a ver-

tical attaching plate and upper and lower

C. PerroTT, 8

or the

Fig. 8

spaced ears 2 and 3. The attaching plate is

secured to a window frame 4, or other sup-
port by screws, or other suitable fastening
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devices, and the spaced ears 2, which are

spaced apart, project horizontally from the
attaching plate and are provided

60

with per-

forations for the reception of a transverse

pi?dt 5 of a CI.‘:LI’Ilping lever 6. The clamp-—'

ing lever consists of an inwardly extending

oripping arm 7 and an outwardly extending
welghted arm, provided with an enlarged
portion or head 8 at 1ts outer end and having

a bore or passage 9, passing through the

‘head 8 and arranged at an angle to the longi-
tudinal axis of the weighted arm. 'Fhe pas-

sage 9 receives the outer or lower portion of -

an operatin

and as the device i1s applicable to various

‘styles of window shades, and may also be
“advantageously employed for securing the

adjusting cord or rope of an awning, tran-
som or the like, a description and illustra-
tion of a curtain shade is deemed unneces-
sary. The enlargement of the outwardly

o cord 10, which is designed to -
'be_connecteﬁ_ with a window shade of any
construction employing an operating cord,
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extending arm of the lever not only provides

a. weight for automatically swinging the
lever into engagement with the sash cord,
but it enables a relatively long cord-receiv-
ing passage to be formed in the lever to se-

cure a frictional engagement between the

cord and the said lever, which results in
quickly swinging the latter into engagement

with the cord and in preventing the latter
“from slipping. B

The cord-engaging

wardly extending arm, extends downward
and inward from the pivot 5, and 1t 1s pro-
vided at its end with serrations or teeth 11
for enabling it to securely grip the cord, but
it may be milled or roughened in any other
preferred manner, as will be readily under-
stood. The operating cord extends inwardly
from the passage 9 to a guide pulley 12,
mounted between the lower ears 8 on a hori-
zontal pivot or spindle 13 and adapted to
enable the arm 7 of the clamping lever to
be swung outward beyond the operating
cord. The pulley is preferably grooved, and
is located beneath the engaging arm of the
clamping lever, and when the weighted arm

of the latter swings downward, the arm 7 1s

carried inward and securely clamps the op-
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| arm 7, which is ar-
ranged at an angle to the weighted out-
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erating cord between it and the attachin
plate of the bracket. The cord 1s securely
gripped by the clamping lever, which en-
gages the cord with a gripping force vary-
ing with the tension or strain on the oper-
ating cord or rope.

When it is desired to raise the window
shade or other device with which the oper-
ating cord is connected, the said cord is
grasped at the free end and is drawn out-
ward 1n substantially a horizontal directionn,
which swings the weighted arm of the
clamping lever upward and carries the arm
7 out of engagement with the cord. The
cord may then be drawn freely through the
passage of the lever and when it is desired
to reéngage the lever with the cord, the

free end of the latter is moved downward to

permit the lever to reéngage the cord with-
out allowing the latter to slip through the
clamping device. The tension on the cord
and the friction of the free end of the cord
n the passage 9 will carry the welghted
lever into engagement with the operating
cord, and the weight will also cause the lever
to swing downward into its eNgaging posi-
tion, and there is no liability of the device
accidentally permitting a window shade, or
other device to fall.

When it is desired to lower the window
shade, or other device, the operating cord

18 grasped and the weighted arm of the
clamping lever is raised with the finger:

The cord will then slide freely

through the
device, being controlled by

the operator.

By passing the cord through the end of the
~lever; the latter is self-acting on a quick pull

of the cord from the free end and the lever

O |
S 1k h . ; :
- tlon, the cord not being permitted to acci-
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1s enabled to grip the cord withont lost mo-

dentally slip through the clamp while the
weighted end of the lever is bemmg swung
downward.

Having thus fully described my inven-
tion, what I claim as new and desite {0 so-

cure by Letters Patent, is:—

A cord clamp including attaching means,
a clamping lever pivoted thereto and con-
sisting of an inner inclined cord-engaging
arm extending downwardly and inwardly
from the pivot of the lever amnd having a
cord-engaging face, and an onfer inclined
arm extending downwardly and outwandly
from the pivot of the lever and enlarged at
the outer end to form a weight for anto-
matically swinging the lever into CnEage-
ment with the cord and having a cord-
recelving passage extending through the en-
larged portion of the arm at an angle to the
longitudinal axis thereof to form a rela-
tively long passage and produce a frictional
engagenent between the lever and the cor
when the latter is released after operation,
said cord being held against movement
through the passage by such frictional en-
gagement to prevent the window shade from
dropping and the downward movement of
the weighted arm of the lever being accel-
erated through itsengagement with the cord.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
m the presence of two witnesses.

FRANK C. PERROTT.

- Witnesses:
A. R. Leypa,
IXarn R. Lieypa.
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