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To all whom it MY CONCErN:

Be i1t known that I, Hyerprrr O. CRIPPI:N
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Sanford, in the county of 01"‘1110'6 and State
of Florida, have invented certain new and
nseful Iml')rovemeni% in_ Spike Clamps and
Fasteners, of which the following 1s a Spem_
fication. _

This mvention comprehends certain new
and useful 1improvements in clamps and fas-
teners for the spilkes of rails or other pur-
poses generally, and the invention has for
its primary ob]ect a simple, durable, and
efficient construction of device of this char-
acter which will securely hold the spike
firmly. in the tie or other part in which 1t
18 embedded so as to prevent it from loosen-
ing 1ts hold upon the base flange of the 1’*:3111
or other part which it engages.

With this and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain constructmm
and arrangements of parts which I shall
hereinafter specifically describe and claim.

FFor a full understanding of the invention,
reference is to be had to the following de-
scription and accompanying drawnw n
which the device 1s 1llustrated as apphed to
a railway spike, Ifigure 1 1llustrating, in per-
spective, the a i)pllcatlon of the devme' Fig.
2 is a side elevation of the device, parts
being shown in section, and Iig. 3 1s a
detail perspective view of the cap forming
part of the clamp and fastener.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and denoted
in the drawing by corresponding and like
reference characters.

My improved spike clamp and fastener
embodies a cap 1 which 1s adapted to fit
over the head of a spike, as best illustrated
in Fig. 1, said mp being preferably dished
as indicated at 2 so as to pl""OPEIIV correspond
to the shape of the ordinary spike head, the
said cap being preferably pmwded with
side flanges 3 “that ave preferably beveled
along theu* lower edges as indicated at 3%
The cap 1 15 also pr(}mded with a front de-
pending flange 4 which 1s obliquely disposed

as shown and which is designed to securely:

engage the front edﬂe of the Spll{(} head.

A perferaied ear 5 1s secured to or formed
y with the cap 1 and projects up-
Wardly therefrom, and a link 6 is pivotally
connected at one end to said ear. This hink,
in the present embodiment of the inven-

—

‘bers and they are formed at the joints with

the eqr 5, the other end of said link strad-
dling and bemg pivotally connected to the
shank 7 of a clamping member 8. This
clamiping member embodies, 1n qddltlon to
its shank 7, a later "111‘7,? pl‘(}]ectmo and pret-
erably rounded head 9
take under the ball Gf a rail at the juncture

thereof with the web. Manifestly, the link
69

6 and shank 7 constitute Loggle-]omfed mem-

shoulders 10 adapted to abut when such
members are for ced past the center.

Hrom the foregoing description in con-

nection with the accompanying drawing, the

operation of my improved spike clamp and
fastener will be apparent.

In the practical use of the dmfl(,b after the
spike has been embedded in the tie and
brought down tightly against the base flange
of the rail, the cap 1 1s thped over the head
of the %plke with 1ts front flange 4 securely
engaging the front edge of the- head. The
head 9 of the chmpmn member 1s then
slipped underneath the head of the rail and
brought firmly up against the web at the
]1111(:1111"@ of the latter with the rail head
and any suitable means are then employed
for forcing the toggle jointed members past

‘the center which will cause the clamping

device fmd fastener to exert considerable
tension in a downward direction upon the
head of the spike so as to securely hold the
spike 1n
loosened by the jarring of the trains over the
rails or from any other cause.

While I do not regard it as essential to the
effective operation of my device, yet 1t de-

sired, the shank 7 and link 6 may be perfo-

1"*11:061 near their jomnt (301'11"JLe<3,t1n:J11j and a key
11 inserted through the registering apertures

g0 as to lock the p‘u:ts in an operative posi-

tion.
It is to be understood that my 1111131'0\?6(:1

spike clamp and fastener may be composed

of any desired metal or material and that

‘the invention is not limited to the construc-

tion, arrangement and proportions of the
p‘lrt% f%hown as various modifications and
changes may be made 1n the device without
dep‘trtmﬁ' from the scope of the invention
as defined in the appended claims.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new isi—

1. A spike clamp and fastener, compris-
ing a cap adapted to fit over the head of a

tion, is U-shape in cross section and straddles | spike, a clamping member adapted to take

which 1s adapted to
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under the head of a rail, and a toggle con-
nection between the cap and cla,mpmg
member. -

2. A spike clamp and fastener, compris-
g a cap adapted to engage the head of a
spll{e a clamping member formed with a

~head adapted to take under the head of a

rail, and a link having a jointed connection

with the clamping member and also con-

nected to the cap, said link and clamping
member being formed with shoulders adapt-

—ed to abut upon the forcing of the link and

' 'clampmcr member past the center.

19

: dependimg flange designed

Z0

29

. A s];)lke clamp and fastener, compris-
1110' a cap, adapted to engage the head of a
Sp flce and formed with an o thuely disposed
to engage the
iront edge of the splk:e head, a clampnm
member adapted to take under the head of a
rail, and a toggle connection between the
clamping member and the cap.

4. A spike clamp and fastener, comprising
a cap formed with a dished portion adapt-
ed to fit over the head of a spike, a clamping
member adapted to take under the head of a

950,841

rail, and a toggle connection between the cap
and the clamping member.

5. A spike clamp and fastener, compris-
ing a cap adapted to engage the head of a
slalhe, the cap being pmvfled with an up-
wardly projecting ear, a clamping member
embodymng a shank and a head the latter
adapted to tale under and engage the head
ol a rail, and a link having a pivotal con-
nection with the shank and with the ear.

6. A spike clamp and fastener, compris-
ing a cap adapted to engage the head of a
spike, a clamping member arr anged to take
under and engage the head of a rail, and a
link connection between the cap and clamp—-
ing member, the Iink and clamping member
bemo formed with apertures adapted to reg-
ister for the reception of a key.

In testimony whereof 1 ‘lfﬁ:\ my signature
1 presence of two witnesses.

HERDERT O. CRIPPIN,

Witnesses:
W. J. N. Woobsoxn,

FREDERICE S. STITT.
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