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1o all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Riciarp D. Cuvnrer, a
citizen of the United St%tes residing at Kast
Tawas, 1 the county of Tosco and State of
\[101110.:111 have invented new and useful Im-
mowmulte in Foot-Guards, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
foot guards to be attached to the rear edges
O1° heads of shovels to form a footl rest it01
the shoveler and enable him to use the shovel
without mjury to his foot or shoe, an object
of the invention being to provide a device
of this character which is extremely cheap
and simple, 15 small and compact so that it
may be readily carried in a pocket and
which mav be 1ead1hr attached to and de-
tached from a shovel as hereinafter de-
sceribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:—Iigure
1 is a-front elevation of a shovel provided
with my foot guard. Fig. 2 1s a transverse
sectional view of the same on the plane 1ndi-

cated by the lme ¢—a of Fig. 1. Iig. 3 1s
i inverted plan view of my nnpmved foot
cuard on a greater scale. Fig. 4 is a side
clevation of the same.

My mproved foot guard may be made of
iron, steel or any other suitable material and
preferably is a casting, although 1t may be
forged. The bodv 1 of my improved foot
Oufud is of suitable length to enable it to
extend from one side of the shovel handle
nearly to one side of the shovel, and 1s of
suttable width and thickness and 1s curved
longitudimally to adapt 1t to conform to the
%hdp@ of the mner end, edge or head of the
shovel and is provided at Tits outer end on
its upper side with a stop stud 2 to bear
against the outer edge of the shoe sole of the
shoveler and prevent his foot from slipping
from said guard. The inner end of the body
of the 0L1a1(:1 1s concaved or recessed as at 3
to adapt 1t to fit against the inner end of the
handle of the shovel. On the under side of
the guard and preferably formed integral
therewith are studs 4, 5 which are at suitable
distances from the ends of the onard and are
sphit from their lower ends to the point
where they join the body of the guard, that
1s to say, each of the said studs 1s “divided as
by a kerf 6 so that the upper end or edge of
the shovel may be placed in said kerfs of
the divided studs a,nd hence the latter are

adapted to bear both on the front and rear .

sides of the shovel. At the inner end of
the guard on the under side thereof is a
downwardly extending substantially conical
lock stud 7 which tapels toward 1ts lower
end and when the guard is placed on the
shovel, the said loclk stud, owing to its ta-
pered form 1s fTorced downwardly agalnst
the front of the eye of the shovel and coacts
with the split or divided studs 4, 5 to firmly
lock the guard to the shovel as will be undm—
stood. In order to detach the guard from:
the shovel, 1t 18 only necessary o strike a
few blows on the under side of the guard as
with a hammer, stone or other ob]uu

It will be understood from the foregoing
that the guard may be very readily ¢ itached
to or detached from a shovel, owing to the
coaction of the divided or spht studs and
the downwardly tapering locking stud. The
pressure of the foot of the shoveler on the
foot guard causes the latter to be firmly
W edou‘l and locked on the rear edge of the
head of the shovel and it will also be under-
stood that the foot gunard i1s light, simple,
cheap and"compact and may b when not
i use on the shovel, very 1{%1(111) placed 1m
a pocket.

Having thus fully described the invention,
Wlmt is claimed as new, 18:—

. A foot guard for application to the
head or upper edge of a shovel and compuris-
e a body 1301t1011 downwardly extending
split studs to receive the upper portion of
the shovel blade between them and a down-

wardly tapered locking stud to bear on one
Slde of the shovel and coact with said split
studs to exert wedge action and lock the
foot ounard in place.

9. A foot guard for application to the
head or upper edge of a shovel and compris-
imng a body 1)011:1011 having a stop stud on
its upper side at its outer end and provided
on its under side with divided studs to re-
ceive the upper pmtmn of the shovel blade
between them and also with a downwardly

tapered locking stud to bear against one side

of the shovel md coact ﬂth sald divided
studs to exert wedge action and lock said
foot guard 1n place

In testlmonv whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

RICHARD D. CULTER.
Witnesses:

Byroxn H. OLps,
J. R. McHAaRrae.
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