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To all whom. it MAY CONCETN:

Be 1t known that I, Avcust HorMEL, 01t1-- |

zen of the Un]ted St%‘tes and 1651den‘t of
New York city, in the county of New York
and State of New York, have mvented cer-

tain new and useful Impl ovements in Clo-

sures for Mail-Bags and Similar Articles,

of which the followmg 1s a specification.
This mvention relates to an improved clo-

sure for mail bags, p{)uche% and similar ar-

ticles which may e readily manipulated

and effectively prevents any tampering with

- the contents of such bags, after Lhe same

15

have been properly closed.
In the accompanying drawing: Blﬂme 1

18 a front view of a mail bag pmwded with

- Fig. 2 an enlarged 31de view of -
- part of Fig. 1, showin
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- as 1llustrated in Fig. 3.
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forated metal disks 14. _
pins 13 are riveted or otherwise secured to

my improved closure, 5h0W1110* the flap open;
he upper
g the flap closed ; Fig.
3 & Cross sectlon on line 3—3, Hig. 2 I‘w
4 g front view of the upper pﬂlt of an open
bag with the chain omitted, and Ifig. 5 a
vertical section on line 5 H—>5, I‘lﬂ 3.

The numeral 10 indicates a b.fl-:: which 1s
preterably made of waterprooi canvas or
similar material. The upper section of the
bag which constitutes its ‘mouth 1s adapted
to be laid mto two rows of zig-zag folds
The laq?'els 11 of
each row of folds are provided with alined
perforations 12 adapted for the passage of
a lock-pin 13. In order to prevent any in-
jury to the canvas, the perforated sections
thereof are prefer ably reinforced by per-

At their rear ends,

a transverse rear plate or yoke 15, while the
front ends of said pins are *‘Ldapted to pass
through corresponding perforations 16 of a
transverse front ]_i)ldtb 17. The latter 1s by
rivets 18 firmly secured to the front of the
bag. Pms 138 are provided with circum-
ferential grooves 19 which are adapted to
be eng aged by the notched ends or hooks 20
of a pair of keepers 21 which are fulcrumed
to plate 17 as at 22. Tach keeper 21 is pro-
vided with a finger pilece 23 and with a
downwardly extending arm 24 perforated
as at 29.
1s such that when the keepers engage the
pin-grooves, the perforations 25 of arms 24
are in alinement so that the bail 26 of a

badlock 27 may be passed through said per-
orations. At their forward endsﬁ pins 13

are provided with eyes 28, to each eye 28 |

same has been charged, chain 29 1S

The bail 26 of padlock 27

The correlation between the parts

m—

' connectnw dewce, .‘29 the lenﬁth of which

equals, sub%t%ntlally the combined lengths

of the folds 11 formmo the mouth of the |

bag.
Tn order to protect the bag closure agamst

the entrance of rain, snow etc a flap 30 18

sewed to the back o:[ the bag, Whlch flap

| adapted to be folded over the bag as 111us-
trated 1 Ifig. 2. Flap 30 is promded with

a perfor ated strap 31 adapted to be secured
to a suitable buckle 82 which is attached to

| the fr ont of the bag.

If 1t 18 desired to close the ba,cr after the
pulled

60

outward with one hand while holding plate

17 with the other hand. In this way the

layers 11 of each row of folds will be laid
agalnst each other until pins 18 are drawn

Lhmugh the alined perforations 12 of layers
When these pins project Suﬁiclenﬂy
beyond plate 17 so as to expose grooves 19,

their notched ends 20 enter said orooves.

is then passed

keepers 21 are swung downward so that -

80

through the a]med perforations 25 of the

keepels and the lock is closed. Finally flap
30 1s folded over the closed bag and secured

to buckle 32. 1In order to open the bag, the

flap 80 1s loosened and raised, lock 27 is
removed and keepers 21 are swuno upward
imto the position shown in Fig. 4. By

withdrawn from periorations 12, whereupon

‘the bag may be c}pened, as Wlll be 1eachly

under st(}od

It will be seen that by the construction

described, a durable and e: Tectlve closure for
mail bao*s and similar pouches is obtained,

that the mouths of the opened bags may be

brought into any desived shape, and that an
unauthorized opening of the closed bags is

prevented.

I claim -

1. A device of the character described
comprising a perforated foldable bag, a

yoke, a pair of pins on said yoke which are

adapted to be passed through the bag-per-
torations, a perforated plate secured to the

“bag, a pair of hooks pivoted to said plate
and adapted to engage the pins, a perforated

arm formed on each hook, the correlation

between the hooks and alms beinﬂ such that

when the hooks engage the pins the arm-
perforations are in dlmement and locking

means adapted to be passed thlouc}h both_

being secured one end of a ‘chain or similar | arm- -pertorations.

| exert-
g a shight pull on rear phte 15, pins 13 are
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2. A device of the character described | ing such that when the hooks engage the 10
comprising a perforated foldableesbag, a | pin-grooves the arm-perforations are 1in
yoke, a pair of grooved pins on said yoke | alinement, and a lock adapted to be passed

which are adapted to be passed through the | through both arm-perforations.
bag-perforations, a perforated plate secured

to the bag, a pair of hooks pivoted to said AUGUST HORMEL,
plate and adapted to engage the pin-grooves, Witnesses:
perforated arms formed on the hooks, the Francis J. SpicLEr,

Ty

correlation between the hooks and arms be- ! ArTRUR K. ZUMPE.
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