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1o all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Emycpe J. ACHEE,
citizen of the United OStates, residing at
Bayou Goula, in the parish of Iberville and
State of Louisiana, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Railway Apparatus
for Burning Grass and Weeds, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention pertains to wheeled ap-
paratus designed to burn weeds and grass on
railways; and it consists in the peculiar
and advantageous construction of apparatus,
lereinafter described and particularly point-
ed out in the claims appended.

In the drawings accompanying and form-
ing part of this specification: Figure 1 18
2 side elevation of an apparatus constructed
in accordance with my invention. Iig. 2
is an end elevation illustrative of the man-
ner in which the longitudinal bars of the
apparatus are connected with the wheel
trucks. TFig. 8 is a detail plan view 1llus-
trative of the arrangement of the hood be-
low the longitudinal bars and the manner in
which said hood is connected with said bars.
Ifig. 4 is a transverse section taken in the
plane indicated by the line 4—4 of Ifig. 1,

looking in the direction of the arrow.

Similar letters designate corresponding
parts in all of the views of the drawings, re-

A A are wheel trucks which may be of the
conventional construction or of any other con-
struction consonant with the purpose of my
invention. ach of the said trucks 1s pro-
vided with an upwardly extending pedestal
B, and superposed on and pivotally con-
nected to the said pedestals are bolsters C,
preferably of the configuration illustrated in
Fig. 2. Tor the sake of cheapness and light-
ness each pedestal B is formed of a single
bar of metal, and this is also true of each of
of the bolsters C. .

- Ayranged on and connected by shackles D

or other suitable means to the end portions

of the bolsters C are the downwardly de-
lected end portions of the longitudinal and
parallel bars E. These bars K are prefer-
ably formed of ordinary rails, and they serve
to support a hydrocarbon reservoir If which
may be of any approved type and may be
secured on the bars in the manner 1llustrated
or in any other manner suitable to the pur-
pose of my invention. '

Brideing the space between the longitu-

dinal bars I at intermediate points m the
length thereof are transverse bars G of right-
angle form in cross-section. The said trans-
verse bars (3 are spaced apart as shown In
Fig. 1 and are provided adjacent their ends
with notches II; the said notches being
formed in the vertically disposed portions
of the bars and being designed to receive the
longitudinal bars I¥ and in that way con-
tribute to the rigidity and strength of the
connection between the transverse bars and
the longitudinal bars.
posed portions of the transverse bars bear
on the upper sides of the longitudinal bars,
and are fixedly secured in position through
the medium of shackles I best shown in Figs.
1 and 4. |

Arranged below the frame formed by the
connected bars E and G and 1n close prox-
imity to the rails of a railway 1s the hood
of the apparatus which may be of the config-
uration illustrated or of any other suitable
configuration without involving departure
from the scope of my claimed invention. In
the preferred embodiment of my mvention
the hood, which is lettered J is formed oi
sheet metal, is open at its underside, and 1s
provided along its edges with strengthen-
ing bars K of angle iron. It will also be
noted that fixed to the upper side of the
hood J are transverse angle bars L which
are provided in their vertical portions with
horizontally disposed apertures M. 'The
said apertures M receive eyes N at the lower
ends of threaded rods P which extend up-
wardly through apertures R in the hori-
zontal portions of the bars  and are
equipped, above said bars G, with nuts S.
By virtue of this provision, the hood J may
be adjusted vertically to a considerable ex-
tent so as to suit the said hood to the height
of the grass or weeds to be removed from
the ratlway.

In the rear wall of the hood J are formed
openings T and through the said openings

extend conduits U designed to lead hydro-

carbon from the source of supply If to burn-
ers V located within the hood, which burn-
ers per se may be of any type adapted for
orass or weed burning purposes. The said
openings T are elongated vertically, and
hence it will be readily understood that the
arrangement of the conduits U in the said
openings will not interfere with the before
described vertical adjustment of the hood.

The horizontally dis--
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In the practical use of my novel appa-
ratus, the valves in the conduits U are
opened to establish the supply of hydro-
carbon to the burners V, and the said burn-
ers ave ignited, and then the apparatus is
pushed or pulled at a low rate of speed over
the stretch of railway that 1s to be cleared
of grass and weeds. Incidental to the said
movement of the apparatus, the hood J will
deflect the flames and products of combus-
tion from the burners V downwardly with
the result that all grass and weeds within
reach of the flames will be effectually de-
stroved.

It will be gathered from the foregoing
that my novel ftppflmtus 18 simple and inex-
pensive 1n construction, and 1s constructed
of materials that are l‘e‘ld]lY procurable,
and 1t will also be noted that the apparatus
as a whole 1s strong and durable and 1s

therefore well adapted to withstand the

rough usage to which apparatus of corre-
sponding character 1s ordinarily subjected.
Pavmﬂ described my 1nvention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters—Pth—
ent, 1s: B
1. An appftratus for burning grass and
weeds on railways, comprising wheel trucks
having pedestals, bolsters superposed on and
pwotﬂd to the said pedestals of the trucks,
longitudinal bars arranged on and fixed to
the end portions of the bolsters and con-
necting the trucks together, transverse bars
qpaced apart and fixed with respect to the
longitudinal bars and .

arranged below said
101101t11dma1 and transverse bars and open
at its underside, a burner arranged in the
sald hood, means carried by the | apparatus
and adapted to supply the burner with fuel,
and threaded rods connected with the hood
and extending upwardly through the aper-

having vertically dis-.
posed apertures, a hood
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tures of the transverse bars and provided
above said bars with nuts.

2. An apparatus for burning orass and
weeds on railways, comprising wheel trucks
having pedestals, bolsters Supelposed on

‘and pwoted to the said pedestals, longitudi-

nal bars having downwardly deflected end
portions superposed on the end portions
of the  bolsters, shackles fixedly connect-
ing the 1011011111(1111(1] bars to the bolsters,
transverse spftced bars of angular form in
cross-section, having notches i their verti-
cal portlons receiving the longitudinal bars
and also having their horizontal portions
arranged on the longitudinal bars and pro-

vided with ftpellumfs shackles straddling

and fixedly connecting the transverse b-us_

and the longitudinal bars together, a hood
arranged below said longitudinal and trans-
verse bars and open at its underside and
having vertically elongated openinges in on

of its transverse alls burners arranged in
the said hood, fuel supply means carried by
the dppalatlls concduits mtermediate said
means and the burners and extending

through said elongated apertures in the hood
wall, b‘ll"S of fuwle form 1n cross-section:

fixed transversely on the upperside ot the
hood and having apertures in their vertical
portions, and “threaded  rods
through the apertures in the first named
transverse bars and having eyes disposed
in the apertures of the angle bars on the
hood and also having nuts dlsposed'a-bove
the first named transverse bays. |
In testimony whereof I have hereunto se

extending
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my hand in presence of two submubuw- “

witnesses. B
EMYGDE J. ACHIKE.
Withesses: |

Taos. C. Gracr,

JULES KLING.
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