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To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be it known that I, Bexysazax . Mac-
Mixx, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Philadelphia, in the county oi

Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania,

have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Waiting-Stands for Dining-
Tables, of which the following 1s a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to an improved wait-
ing stand for dining tables, the object of the

invention being to provide an improved de-
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vice of this character, which will support a
number of dishes containing prepared foods,
and which may be readily turned, so that
all persons at the table may wait upon them-
selves, and which may when not in use be
collapsed into a small space.

A further object is to provide an 1m-
proved bearing for the device, which dis-
penses with the necessity of lubricant, and
yet affords an easy turning long lived bear-
mng. .
A further object 1s to provide umprove-
ments of this character, which are extremely
simple in construction, ornamental 1 ap-
pearance, comparatively cheap to manutac-
ture, and strong and durable 1n use.

With these and other objects In view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction, and combinations and ar-
rangements of parts as will be more fully
hereinafter deseribed and pointed out 1n the
claims. .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1,
is a view partly in elevation and partly in
section illustrating my improvements. Fig.
9. is a sectional plan view. Figs. 3, 4 and

5, are enlarged views illustrating details of

construction.

1 represents the socket at the center o
the base of my improved device, to which
the feet 2 are secured, and this socket 1 1s
adapted to receive a glass block 3, and a
vertical sleeve 4 screwed into the socket,
and shouldered so as to hold the glass bloek
firmly in position in the bottom of the
socket. A glass bearing 5 is supported in
the upper end of sleeve 4, and has an an-
nular flange 6 set in a corresponding re-
cess in sleeve 4, so as to prevent vertical
movement of bearing 5. A vertical rod 7 is
supported to turn in bearing 5, and has a
conical end 8 having a thrust bearing In
block 3, and this rod may be of any height
desired, and preferably supports at its up-

per end a socket 9 to receive a flower pot 10,

or other suitable device. On rod 7 above
bearing 5, a collar 11 15 mounted to turn,
and held against vertical movement by a
cross pin 12 extending through rod 7 above
the collar 11. 13 represents a collar simular
to collar 11, and mounted to slide on rod 7,
and this collar and the collar 11 are pro-
vided with annular series of perforated ears
14, which are connected by rods or stays
15 with plate holding clamps 16. These
clamps 16 comprise two members 17 and 18
respectively, overlapping each other, and
having longitudinal slots 19, and curved
flanges or lips 20 at their ends to engage the
sides of a dish.

21 represents a bar extending laterally be-
low members 17 and 18, and pins 22 having
heads at their upper ends extend through
the slots 19 in members 17 and 18, and one
of sald pins is rigidly secured to a bracket
98 on the bottom of bar 21, while the other
of said pins is bifurcated, and a cam lever
24 is mounted in the bifurcated lower end ot
this pin 22, and is adapted when moved to
one position to permit free adjustment of the
members 17 and 18 to accommodate various
sizes of dishes, and when moved to 1ts other
position as shown in Fig. 3, will securely
clamp the plate holder at 1ts adjustment, and
securely clamp a dish in the plate holder, as
will be readily understood. The bracket 23
above referred to, is pivotally connected to
both of the rods or stays 15 extending from
the collars 18 and 11 respectively, and spring
catches 25 are provided on rod 7 to hold the
collar 18 in its normal position, and a spring
catch 26 is provided near the upper end of
rod 7, so that when the collar 13 1s moved
upward to bring all the plate holders 1n
toward rod 7, this catch 26 will engage be-
low collar 13, and hold the device 1n 1ts col-
lapsible position.

97 represents a wire basket, which is pret-
erably made in the form of a series ol clamps
28, to receive and support knives, forks,
spoons, and the like, in convenient position
ready for use, and I have shown in dotted
Jines a spoon 29 supported in one of the
clamps. The basket is also adapted for the
reception of condiment holders and other
table articles, so that the device 1s 1n effect
an automatic waiter with everything needed
for the table in convenient reach of every
one at the table.

Various slight changes might be made 1n
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the general form and arrangement of parts
described without dup{utnw from my 1n-
vention, and hence I do not restrict myselt
to the precise details set forth, but consider

myself at liberty to malke such changes and
alterations as fa]rly fall within the spirit

and scope of the claims.

Having thus described my 1mmvention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ter% Patent 1s:

The combination with a base, and a
ver tlc.;ll rod having rotary mounting in said
base, of a series of plate clamps, eacl plate
chmp comprising two members having slots
therein, a bar below said members, pins in

sald slots and extending through said baxr,
bracket secured to one of said pins, rods con-
necting said bracket with said first men-
tioned rod, and means for clamping said
members relative to each other.

945,848

The combination with a base, and a
ver Ll(fll rod having rotary mountnm in said
base, of a series of plate clamps, each plate
damp comprising two members having slots
therein, a bar below said members, pins in
said slots and extending through said bar, a
bracket secured to one of said pins, rods con-
necting said bracket with said first men-

tioned rod, and the other of said pins bifur-

cated at its lower end, and a cam lever piv-
otally mounted in said bifurcated end of
the pin.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

BENJAMIN F.

Witnesses:
R. H. KrenxkEerL,
J. A. L. MurLmaLL.

MacMINN.
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