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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, HerserT N. Rmngway,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Winthrop, county of Suffolk, and State of |

Massachusetts; have invented an Improve-
ment 1n Pits for Amusement Purposes, of
which the following description, in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing, is a
specification, like characters on the drawing
representing like parts. . .

This -invention relates to a building

adapted to house various amusement devices

such as are commonly found at pleasure re-
sorts, and one of the objects of the invention |

18 to provide a building of this character
which 1s adapted to accommodate both those
who desire to amuse themselves on or with
the amusement devices and those who desire
merely to appear in the role of spectators.
Of the people who visit an amusement re-
sort, only a small percentage usually indulge
in the pleasure of using the amusement de-
vices and the larger proportion get their
amusement by watching the performers.
The building herein described is one which
has been especially designed to accommodate

'both sets of persons, and 1t is so arranged in-

side that persons who enter may have their
choice of using the amusement devices or of

merely watching others use them. o

My improved building comprises an in-
closed space or pit in which a plurality of
amusement devices are situated, a balcony
situated exterior to the pit and from which
spectators may watch proceedings therein,
and passageways leading from the balcony
to the pit and from the pit back to the bal-
cony. The passageways which lead from
the balcony to the pit are preferably of such
a character as to make the passage of per-

- scns therethrough easy and to tempt persons
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to deccend into the pit, while the passage-

ways leading from the pit to the balcony are
of such a character that the passage there-

through will be made more or less difficult
or amusing by being provided with devices
that require some considerable agility on the
part of the person making the passage to
successfully pass over them, or devices of

such a character as to give persons a surprise

when they pass over them. This and other

objects of my invention will fully appear |

1ts ends and in which

' from the folloWing. | sijeéiﬁcation and the_,,_ﬁ'
novel features of the invention will be =

pointed out in the appended claims.
Referring now to the drawings wherein I
have 1llustrated one embodiment of my in-
vention, I'1igure 1 is a horizontal . sectional
view on the line a—a, Fig. 2, through a
building embodying the invention; Fig. 2 ¢o
Is a section on the line ¢—a, Fig. 1; Fig. 8
1s a section on the line 5—35, Fig. 1; Fig.
1s & section on the line ¢—¢, Fig. 1; Fig.
1s a section on the line d—d, Fig. 1; Fig.
1s a section on the line e—e, Fig. 1; Fig.
1s a section on the line f—#, Fig. 1. ‘
The building herein illustrated comprises
an 1nclosed space 3 in which various amuse-
ment devices may be placed and which for
convenlence I will hereinafter refer to as the 70
“pit”. This pit is surrounded on all sides
by walls 4 which are of a sufficient height
to prevent people from scaling them. Any

55
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‘suitable amusement devices may be located
1n the

pit and just for the sake of illustra- 75
tion, I have shown herein a centrifugal
amusement device 5, another device 6 in the
form of a hollow rotary cylinder open at
ersons may gather,
and a turn-table 7. These, however, are 80

| merely suggestive of a great variety of

amusement devices, any one of which might

‘be located in the pit.

Situated exterior to the pit'and preferably
surrounding 1t on all sides is a balcony 8 85
which 1s located at a considerably higher
level than the floor of the pit and which is
intended to accommodate spectators who are
desirous of viewing the proceedings in the
pit. There are one or more ingress passage- 90
ways provided through which persons may
pass from the balcony into the pit, and one
or more egress passageways through which
persons may pass from the pit back to the

‘balcony. 1 propose to make the ingress pas- 95

sageway or passageways of such a naturs as
to Invite persons to pass down them, while
the egress passageway or passageways,.on
the other hand, are preferably of such a na-
ture as to make it difficult, or amusing, or 100
both, for persons to pass thereover, There
may be any desired number of ingress and
egress passageways, that, of course, depend-
ing very much on the size of the building

"
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~ &nd tho; number of persons who hal;itntilly
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enter the same. The ingress passageways
may be made inviting or easy in a variety of
ways without departing from the invention.
One convenient way is to make them in the
form of chutes or slides so that persons en-
tering them will slide down into the pit
without any exertion on their part. My in-
vention 18 not limited to making the ingress

assageways 1n the form of chutes, however.

In the drawings I have shown several such

Ingress passageways which are illustrated at
9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14, respectively, and all
of which are in the nature of chutes. The
chutes 9, and 10 are located at one side of
the pit and lead onto the balcony through an
opening 16. The chute 9 may have its bot-
tom provided with rolls extending trans-
versely |

shown as having a smooth bottom. Persons
may slide down these chutes either standing
or sitting as desired. At 14 I have shown
two other chutes down which persons may

- slide from the balcony into the pit 3, and at

25

30

in the

shown in Fig. 3. All of

35

11 12 and 13 I have shown other chutes
which extend down into the pit from a
higher level than the balcony 8, such, for in-
stance, as from the second balcony 18 which
may be located above the balcony 8 and

which also affords a vantage point from

which spectators may view the proceedings

pit. The two balconies may con-
veniently be connected by stairways 19, as

| of these chutes are
greferably of such a character that it will be

ifficult, if not impossible, for persons to pass

- from the pit onto the balcony through them,

40

and thus these ingress passageways can only
be used for descending into ﬁe pft. ' '

There may be any desired number of

egress passageways, and in the present em-
bodiment I have shown several such indi-

cated at 21, 22, 28, 24 and 25, respectively.

45

Each one of these has amusement devices,
surprises, etc. therein, or is otherwise so
constructed that the passage therethrough
will be made difficult, amusing or both.
While it is within my invention to use any
desired amusement apparatus or surprise in
these passageways, yet for the sake of illus-
tration merely I have shown some simple
devices of this nature which may be thus

_ ;mliloyed. For instance, in the passageway
1 .

55

have shown a drop step 27, as shown in

Fig. 4, on which persons passing through

- this passageway will unconsciously step and

thus be

60
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¥ven & surprise. In the passage-
I have shown two positively-ro-

way 22
tated parallel rolls 28 which extend longi-

tudinally of the passageway and over which
ons must walk, and in the passageway

3, I have shown a movable floor section 29
on which persons must step, and in the pas-
sageway 24 I have shown a freely-rotatable
turn-table 30 which preferably occupies an

of the chute, and the chute 10 is

045,604

inclined position and over which persons
must travel. The passageway 25 is in the
form of stairs having moving treads. These
various devices that are located in the egress
passageways are of such a nature that the
passage of persons over them will afford
amusement not only to the persons them-

70

selves, but to the spectators occupying the

balconies. - Under some conditions, it may
be desirable to use in the egress passageways
amusement devices which are more or less
concealed, so that persons passing through
sald passageways will be unaware of the
presence of such devices until they are on
them.

I have shown the floor of the balcony 8
on two different levels, that is, on one side

76

80

of the building the floor is slightly lower
than on the other side of the building. For

instance, at the right hand in Fig. 3 and
at the top in Fig. 1, the floor of the balcony
8 15 on a level with the top of the wall 4
and a railing 33 is provided at this point
at the edge of the balcony. At the left in
Fig. 3 and at the bottom in Fig. 1, the floor
of the balcony is lower and the two floor
portions of different elevation may be con-
nected by suitable stairs 34. The top 35
of that portion of the wall 4 which is ad-
jacent the balcony floor having the lower
level constitutes the railing for tire balcony
at this point, as clearly seen in Fig. 2.

The building will preferably be provided
with windows 36 opening onto the balconies
so that persons on the exterior of the build-
ing will see the crowd gathered on the bal-
conies watching the proceedings in the pit
and will thus be tempted to enter the build-

ing. o __

'%‘he ‘balcony is intended to accommodate
a comparatively large number, for it is a
fact that of the people who enter a building
of this sort for amusement p a com-
paratively small proportion will get their
amusement by trying the varivus amusement
devices in the pit, and a larger proportion
will prefer to get their amusement by watch-
ing the proceedings in the pit from the bal-
cony. It is, therefore, desirable that the
balcony should have a large space to ac-
commodate the larger number who will

probably prefer to watch ans than

to participate in them. relative posi-
tions of the balconies and the windows are of
advantage too because the persons on the

balconies will, of course, be intently watch-

ing the proceedings in the pit and when
people outside of the building see the inter-
ested crowd on the balconies they will be
tempted to enter in order to find out what
1S going on. '

t will be understood, of course, that the

arrangement I have herein shown is merely

suggestive of many that might be adopted
1n carrying out my invention, and I do not
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wish to be limited to the constructioﬁ 1Hus- |

trated otherwise than as specified in the
aplﬁnded claims. |

aving fully described iny invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure bV Let-
ters Patent 1s:— -
- 1. In a building for amusement purposes,
the combination with an inclosing space or
pit adapted to contamn amusement devices,

of a balcony exterior to said pit from which

spectators may view the proceedings in the

pit, ingress passageways leading from the

balcony into the pit, and egress passageways
leading from the pit to the balcony, the 1n-
gress passageways having a construction
which permits persons to readlly pass from
the balcony to the pit, but which makes it
difficult for persons to pass in the other di-

- rection, and the egress passageways having

20
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35 gpectators may view the proceedings therein, |

Correction in Letters Fatent No. 945',604. _

therein amusement devices or SUrprises.

2. In a building for amusement purposes,

the combination with an inclosed space Or

pit adapted to contain amusement devices,
of a balcony exterior to the pit and situated
at a higher level, an 1ngress passageway

leading from the balcony to the pit and of a

nature to invite persons to-enter the same,
an egress passageway leading from the pit
to the balcony, and one or Eore amusement
devices 1n sald egress passageway. -

3. In a building for amuscment purposes,

(he combination with an inclosed space Or |

pit adapted to contain amusement devices, of
a balcony exterior to said pit from which

- d— - - ' ma
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ngned and sealed thlS 25th day of Janual y, A. D 1910

an mgress passaﬂ*eway in the form of a
chute leading from the balcony to the pit,

| an egress passageway leading from the pit

to the balcony, and an amusement device or
surprise in said egress passageway.

4. In a bulldmg for amusement purposes,
the combination with an inclosed space or
pit having unscalable walls and adapted to

contain amusement devices, of a balcony

surrounding said pit, a portmn of the floor

of the bqlcon being satuated at the level of

the top of the wall and the remaining por-

‘tion of the floor of the balcony bemcr situ-

ated below the level of the top of said wall,
Ingress passageways in the fmm of chutes

leading from the balcony to the pit, egress

passageways leading from the pit to the
balcony, and amusement devices or surprises
in sald egress passageways.

. In a bulldmo' for amusement purposes,
the combination with an inclosed space or
pit, of amusement devices therein, a bal-
cony situated above and exterior to the pit
and from which spectators may view pro-
ceedings 1n the pit, Ingress passageways
leadmg from the balcony to the pit, and
egress passageways leading from the pit to
the balcony.
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In testlmony whereof, I have mgned my
name to this spemﬁcatmn, in the presence of 65

two subscribing witnesses. -
 HERBERT N. RIDGWAY
- Witnesses:
Lours C. Smrs,
TaOoMAS J. DRUMMOND.

[t is hereby certified tha,t'in" Letters Patent No. l945’,(i(}4 granted J anuary 4, 1910,

. upon the appllcatlon of Herbert N. Ridgway, of W mthrop, Massachusetts, for an
: 1mpwvement in “Plt.s t'or Amusement Purposes,” an error appears in the printed
°3pe(,1ﬁcat10n requiring (,orlectmn as followq Page 3, line 8, the word “mclosmg
should read enclosed, and that the said Letters Patent sheuld he read with this correc-

tion therein ‘that the same may conform to the I‘b(:()ld of the case in the Putent

c. 'L, BILLINGS,

Acting (o mmwswner of Patents)
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It 1s hereby certified that in Letters Patent No. 945,604, granted January 4, 1910,
upon the application of Herbert N. Ridgway, of V\*"inthmp—, Massachusetts, for an
improvement in *‘Pits for Amusement PPurposes,” an error appears in the printed

specification requiring correction, as follows: Page 3, line 8, the word “‘inclosing

. should read #nclosed,; and that the said Letters Patent should be read with this correc-

'~ tion therein that the same may conform to the record of the case in the Datent

Office.

Signed and sealed this 25th day of Janu'ary, A, D, 1910.
[SEAL.] . C. C. BILLINGS,

Acting Commassioner of Patents.
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