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To all awhom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Xpwagrp PRENDERGAST,
a citizen of the United States, and resident
of St. Louis, Missourl, have mvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements i Street-
Valve and Fire-Plug Boxes, of which the
following is s specification containing a full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part hereof. | . -

My invention relates to a box or-housing

which is located immediately below the sur-

face of the ground, and which is adapted to
inclose the valves of water mains, fire plugs,
and the like, and the object of my invention

is to construct a sectional box which may be .
“readily set up at the point where the same

is to be used, and which box 1s light, strong
and durable, and is so constructed as td be
put together without the use of nails, bolts,
or similar fastening devices..
"To the above purposes, my 1n
sists in certain novel features of construc-
tion and arrangement of parts, which will
be hereinafter more fully set forth,; poited
out in the-claims, and i1llustrated 1 the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

I'igure 1 is a perspective view of a valve

box of myimproved construction; and ¥ig:

9 is a cross section of the box as the same

appears when in position for use. -
The box when completed and set up for

vse is in the form of a truncated pyramid,
and the sections forming said box are pref- |
erably constructed of concrete or analogous
material, or they may be formed of metal or

wood, The base or lower end of the box 1s
constructed of four plates 1, of equal size,

and formed in the ends of one pair of these

plates arve rectangular notches 2, which are
adapted to receive corresponding lugs 3
formed integral with the opposite pair of
plates 1 when the plates are fitted together
in rectanoular form. The upper half or top
of the box is formed of four plates 4, of
cqual size and shape; the lower edges of
which rest directly against the top edges of
the plates 1 when the box is set up for use,
and formed in the ends of a pair of the
plates 4 ave rectangular notches 5, adapted
to receive corresponding lugs ¢ formed on
the opposite pair of saud plates 4. The box
so constructed 1s embedded in the ground in
snch a manner as that the upper edges of the
nlates 4 are flush with the surface of the
oround, and the open upper end of the box

invention con--

close a valve or fire plug. .

r

rable plates, the plates constituting th
posing side walls being alike as to form, size
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1S 'normally closed by a suitable cover 7, and .

. Patented Jan. 4, 1810,

the valve or fire plug occupies a position

within the box.

- The plates 1-can be readily formed from
concrete or analogous plastic material, or
may be constructed of cast metal, and being
in séctional form are readily transported
to the point of use and there set up to 1n-
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The notches and lugs at the ends of the

plates 1 and 4 provide simple means for

locking the ends of said plates together, and

when said plates are embedded in the ground

a very rigid and substantial box is provided..

When.the base or lower half of the box 1s
assembled in proper position in che ground,
the upper edges of the plates 1 occupy 1n-
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clined planes at right angles to the .in-

clined planes occupied by the bodies of the
plates, and when ‘the upper half of the

box is. assembled the -lower edges of the-

plates 4 bear directly against the inclined

-top edges of the plates 1, thus firmly hold-
ing the upper half of the box in position

while the dirt is being tamped In around

sald box, and thus the iwo parts of the four

walls of the box are held 1n perfect aline-
ment and the upper half of the box 1s pre-
‘vented from shifting laterally i any- di-
rection relatiye to the face of the box.
iclaim: .
1. The  herein described knock-down

composed of a series of self-contained sepa-

g the op-

truncated box for street-valves and fire plugs, -

and material and each plate being trape-
zoidal in- form and having 1its edge Taces
formed at right angles to its front face, and
having both ends uniformly tapered in-
wardly from the bottom to the top and each
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end provided with a recess, the face of the

upper end wall of said recess being inciined
upwardly and the face of the lower end wall
of said recess being likewilse inclined and
parallel with the first mentioned face, each
plate composing the remaining side walls

of said box being separable and alike as to

form, size and material and each plate being
trapezoidal in form, baving its edges formed
at right angles to 1ts front Tace, its ends

- uniformly tapered upwardly and inwardly,

and a tongue formed on each end of each of
said plates adapted to fit into the recesses

formed in the first’ mentioned plates, and.

.E"'

the end of the plaie above and below the

100

110



o1

10

19

20

2

tongue receiving thie inward thrust of the

adjacent plate.

- 2. The herein described knock - down
truncated box for street valves and fire plugs,
composed of a series of self-contained sepa-
rable sections, each section being composed

of a series of self-contained separable plates,

the plates constituting the opposing side
walls of each section being alike as to form,
size andd material and each plate being trdpe-
zoldal i form and ‘having its edge faees
formed at right angles to its front face, anc
having both ends uniformly tapered from

the bottom to the top and each end provided

with a recess, the face of the upper end wall

of said ‘recess being inclined upwardly and

the face of the lower end wall of sdaid recess
being likewise inclined and parallel with the
first mentioned face, each plate composing
the remaining side walls of each section be-
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ing alike as t'tl‘”i“orm', size and material and

each plate being trapezoidal in form, hay-
Ing 1ts edges 1‘7'{7,.1'11"1Lt-"3(l1 at right angles to its
front face, its ends uniformly tapered up-
wardly and inwardly, and a tongue formed
on each end of each of said plates adapted
to fit into the recesses formed in the adja-
cent plites, the pldtes composing the upper
section when assembled being maintained
against displacement outwardly. from the

‘plates of -the lower section by the top etdge

faces of the lower plates.
In testimony whereof, I have signed my

name to this specification, in presence of two

subscribing witnesses., . .
EDWARD PRENDERGAST .

Witnesses:
M. P. Sarra,
1. 1. WiaLLace.
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