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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Micasam Harris, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Newark, in the county of Kssex and State
of New Jersey, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Sod-Cutting

Tools; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

oI the invention such as will enable others

skilled in the art to which 1t appertmms to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to new and useful !
improvements in sod cutting tools and my

object is to provide a device which is adapt-
ed to be forced lenothwwe to Ioosen a section
of sod.

A further object is to provide a cuttmo
blade for severing the sod into lengths.

A further ob]ect is to provide means for
normally holding the cutting blade m an
elevated 130811:1011 and a still further object
1s to provide a suitable handle for operating
the tool. |

Other objects and advantages will be here-
inafter referred to and more particularly
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings fonnmo*
part of this application, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of the tool 1’*ef1,dy for use and,
Fig. 2 1s a central longitudinal sectional
view thereof. '

Referring to the drawings in which simi-
lar 1"eference numerals deswnate coTTe-
sponding parts throughout the several views,
1 indicates the body of the tool, which is
constructed similar to a shovel, the forward
edge 2 of the body and the forward edges
3 of the upwardly extending flange 4 bemﬂ
sharpened or beveled whereby the body may
be readily forced through the sod and the
sod severed 1n strips.

When the body has been moved its full
length, through the sod, a knife 5 1s forced
into engagement with the sod adjacent the
edge 2 of the body and the sod thus cut
into lengths, the knife 5 being supported
by Stmps 6, one end of the straps being piv-
otally secured to the flange 4 adjacent the
rear end of the body, while the opposite
ends thereof are fixed to the knife 5
downward swinging movement of the mee
1s limited by means S of ping 7, which are at-
tached to the straps 6 and are ada pted to
enter recesses 8 in the upper edcre of the

> flange 4.

The upper edge of the knife 5

g

a loop 15 may be provided,
1ng a hand grasp as well as providing means

and

with a horizontally extending foot piece 9'

whereby downward pressure may be di-
rected against the kmte by placing the foot
thereon and said foot piece 9 also serves as
means for holding the knife in an elevated
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position when moved into engagement with

a spring pressed latch 10, mounted upon
the handle 11 em ployed for operating the
body and 1t will be readily seen that as long
as the foot 131ece 1s In engagement with said

latch, the knife will be pOSlthlled over the

handle
_ The lower end of the handle 11 18 entered
In a socket 12, which socket 1s In turn at-
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tached to the flange 4, while suitable brace
rods 13 are extended between the socket and -

flange to hold said handle rigid. The outer
end of the handle 11 is plowded with a
cross head 14, by means of which manual
power may be more readily applied to the

handle for forcing the body through the

sod and in con]umtlon with the cross head,
said loop form-

Whereby the tool may be-suspended “from a
rack or other convenient place when not
1N use. '
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In operation, the knife is elevated and

placed m engagement with the latch 10,
after which the beveled edge of the body

entered 1n engagement with the sod and the'-

body then moved forwar dly by directing
pressure on the handle 11 and after the body
has been moved substantially its full length

beneath the sod, the knife 5 1s released fl O

the latch 10 and swung forwardly and into
engagement with the upper surface of the
eod when by directing pressure on the knife,
the same will be for ced thr ough the sod, thus
severing the same into lenoths, the beveled
edges of the flange 4 severing the sod into
stri ips. In this manner, the edges of the
blocks of sod will be smooth and the size

. of the blocks uniform so that they can be

readily transplanted or laid, and by prop-
erly raising or lowering the outer end of the
handle 11, “the blocks of sod may be readily
varied in thickness.

By this construction it will be readily seen

that a great amount of sod may be cut and
prepared for use with a minimum expendi-
ture of time and that the tool can be readﬂy |

operated by one person and 1t will Iikewise
be seen that the tool may be very cheaply
constructed and at the same time rendered

18 prowded ; strong and dumble
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What I claim 1s:

1. In a sod cutting tool, the combination
with a body, having a beveled cutting edge
and a flange extending upwardly from the
sides and one end of saia body, the forward

edges of the flange being beveled and an op-

emtmo handle for said body; of a knife,
means to pivotally secure the knife to said
flange and additional means to normally
hold the knife in position over the handle.

2. In a sod cutting tool, the combination
with a body and a ﬂfmoe extending upwardly
from the sides and one end of said body,
the free edges of the body and flange bemﬂ
beveled, a handle attached to said body and
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a cross head at the free end of said handle;

of a knife, straps pivotally connecting said
knife to said flange, means to hlmt the

downward stroke of said knife, a foot piece
at the upper edge of said knife and means

on the handle a(:LLpted to engage the foot
piece and hold the knife 11{:)1‘3;11.{11131r suspended
above the handle.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification 1 the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

MICAJAH HARRIS.

Witnesses :

Harry S. Quixx,
Mries P. Quinx.
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