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Lo all whom +t may concern.:
Be it known that I, Parrick J. (FRUFFIN,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Boston. in the county of Sutfolk, State of

Massachusetis. have iﬂ?éllt@(]._ﬂ- certain new
and neeful Tmprovement in Buovant Bath--

mg-Suits, of which the following is a speci-

fication, reference being had therein o the :

accompanying drawings,

The invention comprises, essentially, a

garment. composed of two thicknesses of
cloth or other suitable nmaterial, one mside

the other but disconnecied from each other
avound - the body and over the shoulders,
and an air-bag contained between the said
(wo thicknesses, passing around the. body,
and having arm-holes and. upward exten-

sions that pass (also between the said two

thicknesses) over the shonlders. ~
When the garment is donned by the

wearer, with' the -air-bag in place, and in-

flated, and the fastenings ~ecured, the buoy-

~ancy of the air-bag will sustain the wearor

when the latter is mnmersed in water. |
The mvention is illustrated in the dpra
ngs in which latter,— - |
Figure 1 is a front clevation of » hathing
sult havine my mvention embodied in con-
nection therewith, a portion of fhe oufor
thickness at the front bemng broken away to

show the aiv-bag. e, 2 15 a rear ele ation

thercof. Mg, 3 shows the atr-hag, sepa-
rately. extended out flat, on a somoewhat
i, 4
shows the same with ity meeting edges ap-
proximated and Iaced together as they are

thicknesses of cloth and the mtervening air-
bag, at the Teft hand side of the front open-
me of the body-portion of the oarment, and

Hlustrates the separation of sueh thicknesses

trom each other, and the posttion ocenpied

hy the air-bag bLotween them. |
The drawings show 2 so-called single-

piece bathing suit of a kind worn by men,

and comprising a combined shivt and trunks.
Ab L, 15 arve the avim-holes; at 2,2, ave the
short legs; and at 3,

waist,

Fig. 5 shows the edecs of the two

At 4 is a belt, extending around the body -
of the garment, and preferably. attachod se~ |
- curely thereto by stitches 5,5, ete. The ends |
of the said belt ave buttoned or buckled to- |
n the use of the garment. . A button |
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Ifig. 1. is the front !
openimg extending down from the upper.
edge of the garment at the neck to near the

Ime of stitching 0. Kig. 3. '
- stafed, the-said thicknesses ave disconnected
- trom each oiler around

of the bag.

| place between
1 other end of {he ar-hag,

6 15 shown in the drawings, and two or
more button-heles 7. 7, to enable the belt {0
be made to fit as tightly as mav be desired.

The body-portion of the garment is com-
posed of two thicknesszeg 3, 8 as low as the
belt, where they are secured together by a
As previously

gurment and over the shoulders, |
secured together by lines of stitehies aroand
the respective arm-holes,

dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2 and also by a-
Both -
thicknesses are open in front, from the neck

hne of stitches 11 around. the neck.

s far down as mav be advisable for con-
vemence in putting the garment on {he
wearer, or removing the same, and the nieet-
g edges of each thickness overlapavith eacly

other and are Furnished with buttons 192, 19

Fig. 1, and buttonholes for the purpose of
fastening them together in closed condition.

The air-bag. 13, shown separately in Figs,
5 and 4, is formed of suitable alr-tight and
waterproof  sheet material,  preferably.,

though not necessarily in all cases, sheet rul)-

ber. Tt may be fornied of ane single pilece.,
tolded or doubled upon itself at the bhotton

margial portions of the two thicknesses be-
mg securely united together 1n either case.

At 15 35 a pipe through whiel air nay he
blown into the interior of the air-bag, sucl
pipe being provided in practice with a suit-
able check-valve (not necessary to be shown)
o prevent outflow, and Dbei ng secured 1n
place Dy havine its attaching end inzerted
between the {wo thicknesses at one end of the
atr-bag, as shown in F 1ow. 3and 4.

the body of the
LThey are

as mdicated. hy

o of two separate halves. the

80
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AOL6 18 a short 1_)i]}<311':11'il1g; asl -outlef

valve, 17, the said pipe 16 being cecired in
the two thicknesses at e

Fhe vespeetive enids of the air-bag are
tormed with 1lacine holes 18, 18.

AL 10, 19, ave the rear shonldep exten-

stons, provided with Jacing holes: 20, 20.
If1g. 3, and at 21, 21, are the front shoulder

‘extensions, provided with the lacing holes

Q9 90 -
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DBetween the two -extensions of
each pair are formed the arm-holes 23, 23,

Ags. 3and4. B :
~The separation of the two thicknesses of-

“the -'1)6{13 ‘portion -.of the garment from’ each
other  enables. the' garment to contain the
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air-bag: between such thicknesses. The: dis-
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connection of the said thicknesses from |

anch other at each side of the opening at the
rront enables the deflected air-bag to be

nserted end-first between such thicknesses
at one side of the opening and drawn
aronnd within the space between the thick-

nesses. DBy inserting the hands into the
space oceupied by the air-bag the shoulder-

portions of the air-bag may be adjusted into

place, and the front and rear extensions

may be joined together over

the lacing holes 20, 20, 22, 22, |
When the gavment has beén donned Dby
the wearer, the edges of the inner thick-
ness of cloth at the opposite sides of the ver-
tical body-opening are drawn together and
buttoned up. Then the meeting ends of the
qir-bag are secured together by the lacing
tapes or cords 23, 25, as In Fig. 4,
through the lacing holes 18, 18.. After the

air-bag has been mflated the meeting edges

of the outer thickness of cloth are buttoned

together, and thebelt 4 1s

buttoned or other-
wise fastened. |

The helt may advantageously be arranged
to pass around the middle of the body of

{he wearer just below the ribs of the.latter,
in order that by its engagement with the
nrojecting portions ot the latter the air-bag
and garment may be prevented from work-

ing upward, thereby obviating pressure at

the eroteh. |
~ The opening at th

front of the garment

shables the air-bag, in a deflated condition,

‘o be withdrawn from the inferior space of
the garment after the lavings at the front
and at the shoulders
is desired to wash the garment

I claim as my mmventioni—_ .

{. A buoyant garment composed of two
(hicknesses of material separated from' each
other around the body and over the shoul-

ders. with an-opening and having arm-holes,

ond un inflatable air-bag adapted to be 1n-
zertad between said thicknesses at said open-
ine or withdrawn thereat, extending around

the body below the said arm-holes and hav-
ing upward extensions at opposite sides ol
each arm-hole, |
at their upper ends

separated from each other
and thereby adapted to
he passed upward or withdrawn downward

between the said thicknesses. at front

[

- the: shoulders |
(between the thicknesses as aforesaid) by
tapes or cords 24, 24, If1g. 4 passing through

passed |

L have been undone,
whenever necessary, as for instance when 1t

and .
rear, respectively, of the garment, and fas- !

‘and rear, respectively,
having -its ends also-p
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tenings for disconnectibly uniting the said |

upper ends of each pair of extenslons.

9. A buoyant garment composed of two.

thicknesses of material disconnected irom
each other around the body and over the
shoulders, with an opening and having arm-
holes, and an inflatable air-bag adapted to
be inserted between such thicknesses at said

opening or withdrawn thereat, extending

6(
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around the body below the said -arm-holes, -

and having upward extensions at opposite
sides of said arm-holes, separated from each
other at their upper ends and thereby adapt-
ed to be passed upward or withdrawn down-

‘ward between the said thicknesses at front

and rear, respectively, .of the garment, and
fastenings for disconnectibly uniting the
said upper ends of each pair of extensions,
and a belt passing around the middle of the
body of the wearer. - -

3. A buoyant garment composed of two
thicknesses of material separated from each
other around the body and over the
ders, with an opening and having arm-holes,
and an inflatable air-bag adapted to be 1n-
certed between such thicknesses at the said
opening and withdrawn thereat, extending
around the body below the said arm-holes,

and having upward extensions at opposite

sides of each arm-hvle, separated. from each

other at their upper ends and thereby adapt- -

ed to be passed upward or withdrawn down-
ward between the said thicknesses at front
of the garment, and
_ o.provided with lacing-
holes, and lacings by which the meeting ends
of the shoulder extensions are secured. to-
gether over the shoulders, and by which the
ends of the air-bag.are joined together.

4.- A buoyant

pocket extending entirely
around. the body, with an opening, and an
inflatable air-bag adapted to be inserted be-

tween such' thicknesses at the said opening

and  withdrawn. thereat, .and = extending
around the body, and detachable

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.®

PATRICK J. GRIFFIN.

- Witnesses:
Cras. . Ranparr, -
Eprta J. ANDERSON.

shoul- -

oarment composed of two
| thicknesses of material united so as tQ form
between them a

| DI . \ means to .
cecure the two ends of the said air-bag di-
‘rectly together. | | .
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